TRANSLATION FROM BENGALI INTO ENGLISH
WORKED-OUT EXAMPLES
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Ramlal was young in age but no novice in
mischicvousness. The people of the village were
afraid of him. Nobody could guess when, how
and from which dircctjon his outrages would
come. His clder step-brother, Shyamlal, was not
also exactly a man of mild nature. But he did not
inflict heavy punishment for a light offence. H
worked at the office of the village zamindar
looked after his own estate. Ram's Wi
mother died in that very year when S
wife Narayani had come to this house
wed bride about thirteen years agd
. of her death, she handed ove
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Onc day,a personsaid to his friend, " Brother,
Thavesulfered greatlosses duc to absentminded-
ness. The other day I was about 1o burn 3
thousand-rupce note, taking it to be a useless
picce of paper. Fortunately, my wile noticed this
. otherwise, I would have suffered a loss of one
thousand rupces.” His [ri ied, “Don"t
speak about absentmi her night
I went out for a walk w in hand. On
returning home, I went straight t6 the bed-room
LAAtthat time [ was so
of keeping the stick
d I myself lying on the
n the bed and I mysell
e whole night at a corner of
the invited guests burst into
s story of Vidyasagar.
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. When Nabakumar woke up, it was dead at
night. He was surprised that he was not killed by
atigertill then. He looked around to see if a tiger _
Was coming. Suddenly he noticed a speck of light 1
at a long distance. Lest it should be an illusion.
Nabakumar began to watch the light with great
attention. Gradually the light became bigger and
brighter and it seemed to him to be an igneous
light. As soon as this belief grew in him,
Nabakumar’s hopé of life was revived. Such a
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light could not originate without the presence of
human beings because it was not the time of
forest-fire. Nabakumar stood up and began to
proceed towards that light.
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Suddenly Indra appeared from somewhere at
this juncture. Probably he was passing along the
road in front and entered the house on hearing
the hue and cry. Instantly hundreds of voices
shouted, “Tiger ! tiger ! Run inside, run, you
impudent chap™.

with bated breath through the
and began torepeat the

The paternal aunt si
Downstairs,

into tears.
>poys, huddled

y D O
_logether in the © ~%§-\. to encourage him
and even hinted thatthey were ready to come

down if they could getaveapons.
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The train had steamed off just as I stepped on
the platform. The next train was (O arrive after
two hours. I was trying to find out a way 10 pass,
the time when a friend happened to come. A
Muslim youth stared at me f
and then asked, “You areSrik
2 Tamh Gahar”.
ly. slapped

“Yes”“Couldn'tyou rcco%
Saying this, he pressed my h
me on the back, em ed me bythe neck tightly
and said, “Letus ur héuse. Where are you
going, to Calcutta? Yqu #ieed not go there any
more. Let %

yelassmate at the pathsala. He

's senior to me in age but had
eccentric. It seemed to me that

rat he would not let me go that night under any
cricumstances. -
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Oneday when Queen Victoria was conducting
the affairs of the state from the palace, an officer
brought some papers for her signature. One of



these papers carried an order for the death
sentence of a soldier. The Queen kept silent for
a while and then asked, “What is the charge
against this man?” The official replied, “He has
deserted hisregiment thrice without permission”,
The Queen again asked. “Does not this man
POSSEss any good quality?” The officia] replied,
“Yes, Your Majesty. He had shown exemplary
courage several times previously. He did not run
away from the battle field even though he was
wounded.” The Queen was pleased at hearing
this and wrote down, “Pardoned”.
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The microscope is an instrument to
small objects. Though there may be a tec
in physics to show big objects as snf
instrument built for that purpose is ng
uscd by us. But the life-story of Vidyaka
an instrument to show big obje

moment a copy of that boo
those who are known to us 2

figures. The image of ar’stands like a
1 { all-round nar-

snow-white peak i the\n ,h/
rowness ; nobod t@. 5S Or touch that high
pcak.
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Shivaji—Gurudev, $&u eggmp, !

Ramdas—Yes, my cg for alms
everyday.

Shivaji—But v
the king hingself dhi

cannot satisfy ?

have no wants. I need
a day.

at your spiritual guide is greedy.
hould I give you the 'scope to think so ?
Shivaji—Excuse me. Gurudev. I am cut up by
your remark. How can I forget what I had been
and what I have become and who has made me
so.? For God's sake ! Please take from me
whatever you want, but give up this disgraceful
begging. »
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Gofursaid, “Don't delay, my daughter : let us
proceed. We shall have to walk a long distance ™.
Amina was about to take a drinking-water pot
and her father'srice plate with her; Gofurstopped
~ herandsaid, “Leave these things here, my daugh-
ter. These would be used to expiate the death of

Mahesh™.

- Holding the hand of his daughter, he stepped
outof his hutin the darkness of midnight. He had
no relatives in the village and three was none to
be informed. After crossing the courtyard, he
abruptly halted under the familiar accacia tree by
theside of the road and suddenly burstinto tears.
Lifting up his face towards the dark, starry sky, he
said.“Oh God, punish me ag much as you wish :
butmy Mahesh has died from unquenched thirst.
Nobody has left even a small plot of land for him
to graze. Please never forgive the crime of him
who has deprived Mahesh of cating the grass and
drinking the water gifted by you.”
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On returning from school, Ram at first went
to inspect his sapling and at once jumped up. He
threw away his books and note-books and
shouted, “Sister-in-law, where is my sapling ?”
Narayanicame out of the kitchen and said, “Come
Lo me, [ shall-tell you™.

“No, I shall not. Where is my sapling 7"

“I am telling you to come to me”.

As soon as Ram came to her, she grasped his
hand, took him inside the house, made him sit on
her lap, patted his head and said, “A peepul
sapling should not be planted on a Tuesday™.

Ram calmed down and asked. “Why not ?
What's the harm ?”

Narayani simled and said, “Then the
seniormost daughter-in-law in the family dies™.

Instantly Ram became pale and said,
“Rubbish ! you are telling a lie

Narayani smilingly saad,
is written in the almanac™
“Let me have a look at the dghan
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After escorting him to the pathsala, Harihar
said, “Apu, when the school breaks up, I shall
come again to take you back home. Be attentive
to your studies ; listen to your teacher ; don't be
naughty”. After a while Apu looked back and
saw his [ather gradually disappearing at the bend
oftheroad. He found himself at sea and remained
sitting for a long time with his head hung down.
After sometime, he lifted up his head nervously
and saw that the teacher, sitting on the shop-
platform, was weighing rock-salt on the scale to
sellit to a customer. Some senior boys, sitting on
their respective palm-leaf mats, were reading
somethinginaharsh voice and swinging violently.
A younger boy, leaning against a pole, was
unmindfully chewing a palm-leaf from the bundle
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of palm-leaves used for writing on. Anothersen'ior
boy, with a mole on his cheek, was watching
something under the shop-platform.
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I have been crying myself hoarse for a long
time to emphasise that the Bengalis would not
survive if they cannot solve their food problem.
feellikecrying atthe patheticsight of the physical
and mental weakness of the Bengali youth. The
youth of Bengal are prematurely ageing by sacri-
ficing their health and youth in the pursuit of
higher education. They have been wasting
their life in search of ill-paid jobs. The
greatly relieved if they can somehow mane

job and settle down in life. Very few, r,
think of engaging themselves in l{
OQl Cd

(
commerce. Thisservile mentality j$th e’
of backwardness of the Bengal
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Bagha lifted him up by force and carried him
in his arms to his mother. Fatik kept on kicking
and struggling in impotent rage. As soon as his
mother saw Falik, she [lared up and shouted, *So
you have again hit Makhan ?

Fatik replied, “No, I havent”.

His mother shouted, “Again you are telling
lies”.

“No, never. You better ask

On being questioned>M:
previous complaint and s
me”.

Fatik could ng

¢ side of Makhan, shook
rave him several hard blows.
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Madhabi asked, “Pramila, how have your
teacher’s spectacles fitted him?”

Pramila replied, “They have fitted him quite
well.” :



“How do you know 7™

“With the spectacles on, the teacher reads
books quite comfortably— so I know it.”

Madhabi said, “Has not he himself told you
anything?”

“Nothing.”

“Not asingle word about whether he has liked
itornot?”

“No. nothing.”

Madhabi smiled and said, “Tell your teacher
to be careful not to lose them again.”

“All right, I shall tell him.”

“What a child ! he might be offended if you
tell him this.”
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A girl named Radharani, who ha
reached the age of eleven, went to
see the car [estival. Previously
condition was good —she was
rich man. But she had lost

and evicted them
arani’'s mother filed
an appeal to the Privy’ Council. But she was
without any means 1o support herself and her
daughter. The widow took shelter in a thatched
cottage and somehow made both ends meet by
manual labour. She could not marry off
Radharani.
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Itis extremely difficult fo getfid ofbad habits.
So, we should be very care develop bad
habits in our childhood. Idle 15 0ne such bad

irl shoul diligent and
ess like poison. Some
i in bed long after

habit. Every boy and
they should shun 4

¥ gel accustomed to such a bad
annot shake off inspite of their
t bad habit holds them firmly in
like a large snake.
17. @ 2w fom wfice aifas, orem @
2 ? T SRS A, SRR @IS 230
(oA, gaars @be, ore-uw @ | sRer G
@fore T =i ; SRR (= @bre wes e |
e F @Abre SRS e | oReR o, o=, F—
(& o 2 <fevm A1Z, e @fre v | AMTeIE st
AT ARTS 5, T AR RS T, Jaig) A2ee
#1911 3SR 6 IR $39, o, 397 2i3re anfye |
At first people began to beg ; but who would
give them alms ? So they began to starve and
then began to fall victims to discases. They sold
their cattle, ploughs and yokes, ate up the seed-
paddy, sold their hearths and homes and their
landed property. Then they began to sell their
sons, daughters and wives ; but who would buy
their sons, daughters and wives ? There was no
buyer, everybody wanted to sell. They began to
cat leaves, grass and weed for want of food. The



low-caste people and forest-dwellers began to eat
dogs, cats and rats.
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Kaliprasanna Singha was born in a rich
Zamindar family of Calcutta at the beginning of
1840). After a short span of life of about 30 years,
he passed away in 1870. But Kaliprasanna was
able to make his short life so glorious by dint of
his uncommon literary genius and extraordinary
munificence that he could not but be regarded
among the greatest men of 19th century Bengzz
By devoting himself to various welfare a¢tivitic§

\%d
for the good of the country and the peop%
very young age, he had left behind mapy_@tal}ou
achievementis which his premature d¢ (E'%MQ

future age could not crase. The gg e}*o\'ty o\t)h{"
character and his literary g ?S’%%@
O Uus:

en
becoming more and more vi\fiﬁ
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Michael Madhusudan Dutta returned from
Madras in 1850 and had been working at the
Calcutta Police Court. At that time the people
of Calcutta did not know him. Only a handful of
his classmates at Hindu College knew him, Babu
Gourdas Basak being one of them. Gourdasbabu
introduced him to the rich organisers of the New
Belgachia Theatre. They translated the Sanskrit
drama “Swapnabali” into Bengali and staged it
in that theatre in 1856. Mad an translated

that drama into Englis@hi% ng ranslation
stimulated high regar \MadHusudan’s
erudition. When Madhusm%%u osed the play
“Sharmistha” in/ new styh

, it was highly
appreciatec@y

ler sofae portion of his epic
a Sa b/a ” was published in a
1880, Madhusudan’s

poem “Ti]ottx

monthly 1 {% c\ 1y

extraog;;iinax lit %l‘y fame gradually spread
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Once upon a time, an Indian got down at
Dover station in England and began to shout for
a porter to carry a light bag. Then a stout and




strong youngman came to him and, after fixing
the carrying charge, began to follow the Indian,
with the bag in his hand. After walking some dis-
tance, the porter asked, “ Sir, can you please tell
me about the fate of that particular bill in
Parliament ?” Being surprised at this query of
the porter, the Indian asked, “What is that to you
? How far have you studied 2” The porter
replied, “I have passed the M.A. Examination
from London University”. As soon as the Indian
heard this. he became a bit embarrassed and was
about to take the bag away from the hand of the
porter engaged by him. Then the porter said,
“How strange ! Am I unable to carry it ?” The
Indian replied, “Why will you do such a menial
work after passing the M. A. Examination 2” The
porter replied, “It’s not a menial job to us. To

carn money by one’s own honest labour is a
matter of pride for us.”
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i ' er-seént another gift to
Pandora’s husband :

$ a small, beautiful and
ornamental wood box with these words
inscribed on it — “ Don’t open until ordained by
the god ; misfortune will befall”. Pandora often
[elt a strong urge to open the box to see what
was inside it. But she dared not open it lest
misfortune should befall her husband. But what
the god proposed was bound to happen. One day
her curiosity to open the box became so strong
that she could not but open it. But alas ! as soon
as she had opened the lid of the box, many

WBCS (Main) =7

A7

invisible things came out of the box and began
to flutter like birds throughout the room. These
were diseases, sorrows and sufferings. These have
been affliciting man since then.
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lar saying about India that
rough all the villages of this
ut a farthing in one’s pocket.
iy this country when a stranger sought
Rouse, he was not only given shelter
there was also no dearth of hospitality. In
bse days there was no hotel, train or steamer.
0 when the traveller on foot got tired, he had to
take shelter in a house. The householder treated
the unknown guest with utmost respect. Even a
low-caste guest was treated with proper respect
in the house of a high-caste householder. The
guest was not given shelter on the basis of his
name, caste or residence. It was the duty of the
householder to give shelter and provide
hospitality to anyone who came to his house to
seek shelter. This is why there is no reason to
doubt the veracity of that popular saying. But
alas ! those days are gone.
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On the one hand, Suresh had extraordinary
physical strength, but on the other hand, he had
a very kind and alfectionate heart. He felt like
weeping when he heard about the distress of
anybody. known or unknown. In his childhood,
he could not kill even an insect. On many
occasions. taking a pocketful of sugar, he had
played truant from school and fed ants under
trees, following the cxample of the Jain
Marwaris. On innumerable occasions, he had
turncd a vegetarian and then again became a
non-vegetarian. He could do everything for the
person he loved. Mahim was the best boy of his
class at school. But his clothes were shabby, shoes
old and worn-out, his body was emaciated and

him at first. But within a very short ti theur
mutual attraction increased so rapidly tike
floodwater that it became a topic of SSk

among the students of the school.
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Shivaji realised that his future had become
clouded. As a hunter sets a trap to catch a lion,
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Aurangjib too was slowly hatching a conspiracy
to capture him. Shivaji wondered if he could
regain his freedom by smashing this conspiracy.
“Qh. Sitapati Goswami ! It is you who advised
me to wage a ceaseless battle. Your inspiring
words are still sounding in my ears. Beware
Aurangijib ! Shivaji has kept his words with you
ill now. Don’t play tricks with him, because
Shivaji too is not a novice in that game. If youdo
that, I swear in the name of Goddess Bhabani
that 1 will wage such a fierce battle in
Maharasthra that this beautiful city of Delhi and
the large Muslim empire would anihilated”.
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caught hold of his hand firmly and said, *
ou crazy, brother ?” Indra did not reply.

it in his left hand and said, “You stay here,
Srikanta. If I don’t come back, you will go back
and inform the members of my family. I am off.”
His face was very pale but his eyes were burning.
I knew him very well. I knew it for certain that
he could not be restrained in any way ; he was
bent on going. And how could I stop him who
was ever a stranger to fear ?
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Srinath lived at Barasat. At this time every
year, he would come once to earn something.
Even yesterday he sang at this house in the guise
of Narode. He began to prostrate himself
alternately at the feet of Mr. Bhattacharya and
the husband of the paternal aunt. He said that,
being frightened, the youngsters had created such
an uproar that he too hid himself out of
nervousness. He thought that when the uproar
would subside a little, he would come out of
hiding to show his tricks. But the situation
gradually took such a serious turn that he dared
notcome out. Srinath began to implore them but
the husband of the paternal aunt would not cool
down. The paternal aunt shouted from upstairs,
“You are lucky that a real tiger or bear has not
cmerged. What brave fellows you and your
gatekecepers are ! Let the poor fellow go and drive
away thosc up-country gatekeepersa It i
ridiculous that a houseful of people lack th
age shown by a young boy”.
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Gofur the weaver lived by the side of the
ficld at the outskirt of the village. His hut had

just one room and a porch. The mud-wall of the
hut had collapsed and the thatched roof was

without straw. There Gofur and his daughter
somehow laid their heads in. That hut was all
that Gofur had. He also possessed an old ox
which he very affectionately called Mahesh.
Mahesh was like his son. Crops had failed
consecutively for two years and paddy plants in
the field had withered. Even a day-labourer’s
work was not available. The father and his
daughter could not get two square meals a day.
Mahesh was in great distress. The scorching
summer heat had dried up the grass in the field.
And where was the land to graze ? The small

pasture in the village beside diesremation
ground had been sold by@ dy rvindar.
Inspite of so much sufferde, ur

grudge against anyone,
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Rammohan was not scared when he was
driven out of home at the age of sixteen. In
course of his travel on foot, he reached Tibet.
There too he started a movement against
religion and superstitions. As a result of his
speeches, many people turned into his enemies
and they even tried to kill him. But their attempt
was {rustrated by the efforts of some kind
women. When his parents came to know about
the threat to his life, they brought him back
home. At that time he was twenty years old. On
returning home, he began to learn English,
Greek, Latin, French and Urdu.
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Jadav is a very good-natured boy. He always
does what his parents ask him to do. He eats
whatever he gets, and wears whatever dress he
is given. He never pesters his parents for good
food or good dress. Jadav loves his younger
brothers and sisters very much. He never
quarrels with them, nor does he ever beat

them.
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Bhaktaram’s boats are made of planks of
hard wood. Bhaktaram sells the boats at a
cheap price, and Shaktinathbabu purchases
them. Shaktinath and Muktiram are two broth-
ers. The place where they live is called
Jelebasti. His house is very big. A river flows

in front of his house, and a broad road runesi/%m

N\

behind it. His gate-keepers, Shaktu Sin
Akram Misra, wrestle every morning. .
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Rakhal is ver
does not read attentively€ven a single day. So
every day he fails to sdy his lessons. When his
teacher gives him a new lesson, he only looks
here and there without listening to him. Rakhal
becomes very happy when it is time to play. He
wants nothing else if he is allowed to play. He
quarrels and fights with all at the time of play.
For this reason, his teacher always scolds him.
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A traveller was going along a road. Evening
set in as he went on walking. By this time he
chanced to come into a forest in darkness. It
was a dense forest. Nothing could be seen. He
wandered about and at last is way. Then
at the dead of night e’ su
house beside the forest.

that house and

knocked on the closed door
cried, “Is t}%gr @/5 bdy in(‘}he house? Please

e
give me she ti\
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Mahendra went away. Kalyani remained
sitting alone in that dark room with her
daughter. She was very much frightened. Only
the barking of dogs was heard. Kalyani thought
why she had let him go. She thought of sitting
there after closing the door. But she noticed
something like a shadow at the door. It
appeared to be a man, but perhaps it was not
so. The Shadow came and stood in the room.
It was naked, ugly and something like a man.
Many more shadows came into the room.
Kalyani fainted in fear
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The name of our village is Sitanagar. It is a
very small village. There is a river beside the
village. We all bathe in the river. Our school is
situated on the southern bank of the river. It
is a primary school. There is no high school in
our village, nor is there a hospital here. All the
villagers are poor farmers. There is a small
market in the village. A doctor has his cham-
ber there. We go to him when we fall ill.
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Rabindranath Tagore was born in Calcutta
in 1861. His father’s name was Maharshi
Devendranath Tagore. He began his studies

when he was four years old. He compos
beautiful poem in Bengali at the age of @

The name of the village is Kalyanpur. There
is a school in our village. The teachers do not
live in the village. They all come from the
town. All the students are poor.. They do not
have shoes. Many of them have no books even.
But they want to learn. There are some very
good students. Hareram is a good football
player. Abdul is a good singer. The teachers
love the students.
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The boy was sitting under a tree. The sky
was overcast with clouds. The wind was blow-
ing hard, accompanied with a drizzle. I stood
behind him. He was not aware of my presence.
Perhaps he was thinking of something. I put my

His eyes were [ull of tears.
burst into tears.
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There was a small river named the
~The water of the Malini was clear like
annuTor, and on it was reflected the shadow of
e sky. The forest abounded with beasts. Many
birds flew about in the forest. They built their
1ests in the holes of the trees. Many deer
would play there. The cuckoos sang in spring
time, and the peacocks danced during the rains.
This is the place where Kanwadev lived in his
hermitage.

@ 47. (S O 99 Sfes | (7 (Ol GiF4id
SEIE | e G 95 G 2 BT AT (G119l |
BT OIFIE ST IR | 4N T 21%e] 74 | AR
(O TR SIS B% ¢ [T | AR NLA™ A
ﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬂimﬁ%ﬁwﬁmﬁwgwmwm|
GG 2R 7Y BIR |

He woke up at dawn. He was utterly sur-
prised to think how he could come here. Get-
ting up, he rubbed his eyes, and looked around.
Then he could remember everything. It is now




just dawn. It is calm and quiet all around.
There are dew-drops on the grass. The chirp-
ing of birds has not yet started. The eastern
~ horizon of the sky is getting red. The sun will
rise after a short while.
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Nagendranath was a very rich man. He was
a landlord. He lived at Govindapur. Nagendra-
nath was a young man. He was thirty years old.
He was going by boat, seeing the water of the
river flowing, dancing in the wind and smiling
in sunshine. The cowherds were tending their

cows on the bank of the river. Some were sing.
ing, sitting under the tree.
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My name is Mati. I have three brothers. so
we are four brothers. My father’s name is Amal
Mitra. My father is a?ov S
we live in a

monthly salary is Rs. 5,
of our own in Calcuttaxie
rented house. Ouymother 1wery affectionate,

She never beat ven she does not normally
rebuke us.

¢ have a house
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