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| One day | got a phone call from a

| relative of mine and got seriously
chewed out. Why™ The reason was
the art | drew of myself in volume
one. My aunt saw the picture of me
eating ramen, and said “ls he only

| eating ramen agam~" Every time you

| came over to my house, you

- demanded instant nocdles instead of
the home-cooked meal | had ready

for you! You'd better be getting your vegetables!"” Don't

worry, auntie—| arr eating my vegetables. (P.S. They

just came out with instant noodles in "Cheese Curry
Flavor.” It's really tasty.)

—Masashi Kishinoto, 2000

Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college,
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his
manga Karakuri ("mechanism”). Kishimoto decided to base his
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits;
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in
1999, quii:l-:ljr became the most pﬂpular ninja manga in Japan.
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sakURA Y25  Naruto FTIL B

Maruto and Sasuke’s Shunned by the older
classmate. She has a villagers because of the
crush on Sasuke, fox spirit dwelling inside
who ignores her. In him, Naruto grew up to
return, she picks on be an attention-seeking
MNaruto, who has a troublemaker. His goal is
crush on her, to become the best ninja

ever, and be recognized
as the next Hokage.

SASUKE T AT

The top student in
Maruto’s class, and a
member of the
prestigious Uchiha
clan. His goal is to
get revenge against
a mysterious person
who wronged him

in the past HL-*"FH
Ao




KAKASHI 71712/
An upper-level ninja
assigned to train our
herces. Although he
seems easy-going, he is a
master of ninjutsu.

THETHIRD Hokace =t B K%
The most respected person
in the village, ever since the
fourth Hokage died fighting
the demon fox. His name
means “Fire Shadow.”

4 Jb 71 IRUKA

MNaruto'’s old teacher
at the Minja Academy.
His parents were
killed by the demon
fox, but he doesn't
blame MNaruto for it.

THE STOURY S FAR. ..

Twelve years ago, a giant fox demon attacked the ninja village of
Konohagakure, until the Hokage, the village champion, managed to
defeat it by sealing its soul into the body of a baby boy. Now that

boy, Uzumaki Maruto, has grown up and become a ninja-in-training,
like his classmates Sasuke and Sakura. Forced to work as a team,
the three ninjas received a strange assignment: steal a bell from the
belt of their teacher Kakashi. But they failed...and now Kakashi
has told them to give up their hopes of ever being ninja!
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THE MAKING OF NARUTO:
KONOHAMARU & EBISU

These were my first sketches of Konohamaru and his teacher, Ebisu
(see Naruto Vol. |). | remember really struggling with
Konohamaru's design. He was supposed to be a little punk, smaller
than Naruto, but he kept coming out looking like Naruto no matter
what | tried. | tried drawing a big-eyed kid, but this didn’t work
either. It always turned out like a face I'd seen somewhere before.
Eventually, | drew an angry-looking face with small eyes, and some-
how | knew |'d found it!

At that point | decided that Ebisu would look like the sketch above.
| like Ebisu's design because he's like me, somehow...
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FORMOST OF THE COUNTRIES ON THIS CONTINENT THE NINJA VILLAGE S SERVE AS THE MILITARY FORCE.
THEY PROTECT THER OWN PECPLE AND HANDLE THE ONGOING RELATIONS I THNEIGHBORING
COUNTRIES! YET, THE VILLAGES DONCT ANSWER TO THE RULERS OF THEIR NATIE COUNTRIES, INSTEAD,
THEY ARE ON AN EGUIAL FOOTING WITH THE GOVERNIMENT, IN THE CASE OF VERY SMALL 1SLAND NATIONS WHERE
AN INASION WOULD BE DIFFICLLT TO MOUNT, A NINJA VILLAGE |5 REGARDED AS UNNECESSARY
AMONG THE WRIOUS NINJA VILLAGES, IN PRRTICULAR, THOSE LOCATED IN THE LANDS OF KONCHA, KIRI
KUMO, KUMC, SUNA AND A ARE LARGE-AND THEIR STREMGTH 15 IWWENSE, THOSE AFE CALLED THE FIVE
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IRUKA & MIZUKI

These were my first sketches of Iruka and Mizuki (see Naruto
Vol. 1). In the final version, Mizuki’s bangs are parted in the center,
but otherwise he'’s pretty much the same. Iruka used to have a
more evil look around his eyes, and sharper cheekbones, but |
made him more relaxed and younger-looking,

One more thing. When | was originally planning who Iruka and
Mizuki’s teacher was going to be, | decided on the next teacher’s
name at the same time. If you look in the bottom right corner, you
can see some of the names | considered: Kakashi (“scarecrow"),
Kuwa (“hoe"), Kama (“scythe"), Botan (“peony” or “button”) and
Enoki (a Chinese nettle tree). Looking back at it, though, I'm really
glad | used “Kakashi.”
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MAKE-OUT PARADISE

I've gotten a number of letters asking me to tell more about
Make-Out Paradise, the books Kakashi is always reading.
Therefore, I've decided to write a little bit about it

Make-Out Paradise (a three-volume series) is Kakashi's

favorite reading material! The plot involves.....................
corre dmm. . unfortunately, even though Naruto is "recom-
mended for ages |13 and up,” it's not quite “adult” enough to
explain the story of Make-Out Paradise. Sorry! But | will

say that if Kakashi gets his wish, Make-Out Paradise Vol. |
may yet be published in English!
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EXISTED..
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2 LONG ARE
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AVITAL SPCT.
IF NOT,

THE MORTALITY
FATE IS
SURPRISINGLY
LOW..

AND
HEMEMBER,
THEY WERE
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TOOLS.
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ME LISED AS WENT TO THE FOR ONE OF ANY VILLAGE'S
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LSED TO INFLICT CARCASS INTD A THOROUGH
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THE ILLUSION |, <,
OF KILLING L f.” \ =
ZABUZA.. " i v - Iﬁx \L /
, _ Amy '\ W
/ |:I .".l"":.
—" sHinOEI = \“ﬁ THINGS Y | ha \ \{
HUNTERS TSTJE;:JJ i M warBeJusT \ | L/
ARE L THE WY THEY \ MHILE
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- JUST TRAIN TEACH YOU NOW
WITHOUT BUT WILL BE AN BUT
= —— 1 KNOWING i INTERIM THAT
PR WHEN HE may MASTER!! THING ONLY, BEING
' LS ;-5_—:",_ RETURN AND TOTIDE US 5410
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ATTENTION,
NARUTO!!
IT'S AFAIN,
BUT I'LL TRY
TO KEEF
IT SIWLE!

, _ TRY TO FIND
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