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Thariks to everyore's support, Naruto
has finally become an animated series/

| wrote in the first manga volume, “The
first cime | worn an award...| was so
happy." And when my first comic book
was published, | was 10 times happier
still.

But the anime makes me 100 times
happier! So please watch the AMaruto
anime aof keep reading the manga.

Oh! But | guess I'm happlest knowing
that people are still enjoying Marwto.

—Masashi Kishimoto, 2002

Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college,
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his
next story on traditional |Japanese culture. His first version of
Maruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits;
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan.
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SAKURA 177
Smare and studious, Sakura
is the brightest of Maruto's
cClassmates, but she's
constantly distracted by her
crush on Sasuke. Her poal
to win Sasuke'’s heart

NARUTO -+l |
When Maruto wat born, a
destructive fox spirit was
imprisoned inside his body
Spurned by the older
villagers, he’s growmn into an
attention-seeking trouble-
maker. His goal: to become
the willage's next Hokage

SASUKE + 7/

The top student in
Maruto'’s class, Sasuke
comes from the presu-
gious Uchiha clan. His
goak to get revenge on a
mysterious person who
wronged him in the past




The Third Holage
{CHARE

The leader of Konohagakure

He was retired, but stepped

back into the position when

the fourth Hokage was killed

by the Mine-Tailed Foux

e oy o |

Shikamaru <5771
COne of Maruto's clhssmares

e 'lP-l_"-r_I.'IlIi'l;“: in the Shadonss
Possession technigue, and is a
skilled ninja despite his lazy
demeanor.

THE STORY S&@ FAR. ..

A ‘E"
s
¥ 5 =r. Ex
T o
Gaara } %% it
Mysverious, bloodthirsty Gaara
i= ane of the scariest — and

strangely Bumiliar — ninja Maruzo

has ever encounteEned

|

Orochimaru S 4],
A nefarious master of disguise
with a master plan of total
revenge against the Third
Hokage
have yet to learn.

for what exactly we

A )

Pakkun 7w 77"/
A talking dog and excellent
tracker who't alwo a loyal
companion o Marura'’s teacher
Kakashi. Pakkun watches over
his students whenever

Kakashi can't

&

Kakashi 7771~
Although he doesn't have an
especially warm personality,
Kakashi is protective of his
sTudents,

Twelve years ago, a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit attacked the ninfa village of
Konohagakure. The Hokage, or village champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul
into the body of a baby boy. Mow that boy, Urumaki Maruto, has grown up o become
a ninja-in-training, learning the art of ninjutsu with his teammates Sakura and Sasuke

The Chunin Exams come to a shocking conclusion! As Sasuke and Gaara face off,
an invasion commences, halting the exams for good. Sasuke takes off after the
fleeing Gaara, and Kakashi sends Maruto, Sakura and Shikamaru after him, As

Chaos Spreads, Orochimaru, disguised as Kazekage, takes the Third Hokage
hostage. Orochimaru’s Operation Destroy Konoho is under way, complete with

a dastardly

and forbidden

Secret PRI, ..




NARUTO

NVOL. 14
HOKAGE V. HOKAGE!!

CONTENTS
igi

RIAMABER 118: DETAIMNMAENT.. I

MASMABER 119 THE LIFE | WANTED...!!

RASKABER 120 HOKAGE NS, HOKAGE!!

MNASMABER 121: THE TERRIBLE EXPERIMAENT.. !
THE BESTOWED WILLY

WAIMABER 123: THE FINAL SEAL

RAMABER 124 THE ETERRIAL BATTLE.. 1IN

PSR ABER 125: THE TIMAE OF AWAKERNING

WNASRABER 126: OFF GA\JARD...I!




-g:-'&-:T&-

- ‘g‘umh-}r ]]3: DETﬂiIIﬂ]BﬂT...!!




%

aeeTL

.

. Defammen

113

#
umber

."..




YOUVE

FLEASE
FREFARE
YOLIR-
SELVES..

AGED
SARLITOBI...
| NEVER
HE THIS |5.. ﬁﬁgﬁgé
SLUMMONED NOT YOou TWO
THEM... BUT GOOD... AGAIN, AND
WHO ARE UNDER SUCH
THEY: CIRCUM:
STANCES...
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HOKAGE!
SECOND
HOKAGE!!

THE RAVEN-HARED VW THETT 0
ONE |5 THE FIRST
HOKAGE, AND THE
WHITEHAIRED ONE

THE SECOND HOKAGE. 1L

BOTHFAMED ASTHE |
LLTIMATE SHINOBI,
THEYRE THE HORAGE

WHO CREATED AND pX
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o EH.T
WITH THE \ -
FORBIDDEN =

JUTSUF

ENOUGH
WITH THE
OLD FOLKS'

SMALL

/ “H\l 1
NOTHING ""’r';'jg'- I
c000 MOCKING MATTER
EVER THE WHAT
I COMES CEAD.. THE
| FROM Eog [
FLAYIMNG ¥
wWITH TIME. ‘“
’/ wHEH
HEH HEH,
YO KNOW
4 | B You Like T
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E-.IETIIE SO THAT'S
ALWAYS IN HAFFENING!
SUCH A
HURRY!!

S0O7 HOW
COME YOU
GOT ME
INVOLVED?

THIS IS
SUCH A
Paind!







FLUS ONE

NINE

SHINOCBI ON
OUR TAILS!

>

THEY'RE
PROBABLY
ALL SHUMIN
O ABOVE..

IF THEY

BT
THEYRE
DEFINITELY
GAINING ON
LIS, AND
GUARDING
AGAINST

THERE ARE
TWO SGUADS,
THAT MEANS |
EIGHT I
SHINOBI!

IT
DOESN'T
LOOK LIKE
THEY KNOW
OUR EXACT
FOSITION

ALREADY ™!
TOUVE
GOT TO BE
JOKING!!




DAaRN IT!
THEMN WHY
DON'T WE

AMBLISH

THEM
AND GET
RID OF
Em?!

EVEN IF A L . IF WE LIE
THERE ARE i e i IN WAIT FOR
TWICE AS A L 7. & Bl LY THEM, WE'LL
MANY OF b g La W ; DEFINITELY
THEM AS U5, AT IR TR TR LY T HAVE THE
ASLONG AS [ & 4 | i ,

THEY'RE ALL
MINIONS OF
OROCHIMARL,
A FORMER
KONOHA
SHINOCBI,

R |
HLIH?!
YEAH, WHY NOT?
WHAT DO 1 DON'T
You EMNOW WHAT
MEAN?! YOU'RE
GETTING AT!
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= AMBUSHING ¥ \%

THE ENEMY IS
= NORMALLY AN LISTEN

ADVANTAGEOUS i
BATTLE TACTIC, .

= BUT ONLY IF

THESE TWO

ESSENTIAL —
CONDITIONS J/—

FIRST, THE
PURSUED
MUST BE
ABLE TO
MOVE ABOUT
; SILENTLY
_ THE F’LJF-.'ELJED' ; e AND LOCATE
MUST BE ABLE TO = o e THE ENEMY
SWIFTLY FIND, I \
SECURE, AND
CONCEAL
THEMSELVES IN A
FOsITION WHERE
[ THEY CAN INFLICT
THE MOST
SURPRISE AND
, DAMAGE TO THE

b CHASERS!

F
IN OUR

CASE.. WELL,
SINCE WE

HAVE A NINJA 3

DOG'S NOSE, =
THE FIRST IS EFFECTIVE
WON'T BE ONLY IF BOTH ]

OO CONDITIONS %
DIFFICULT, CAN BE \
ACHIEVED: ~




BUT THAT
WON'T FLY
AGAINST
MINIONS OF
A FORMER
FELLOW
KOMNOHA
SHINCBI!

BUT THE
SECOND...
THE SECOND
MNOEMALLY
WOULDN'T BE
IMFOSSIBLE,
SINCE WE KNOW

FINFOINT
THE BEST
POSITIONS

BESIDES, OUR
FRIENDS®
WERE
ASSEMBLED
SPECIFICALLY
FOR THIS PLOT,

WHILE OUR
GROUF IS
COMPOSED
oF...

f  STUDIED OUR
¥ GEDGRAFHY AND
FRACTICED IN

EVEN 50,
AN AMBLISH
MIGHT STILL

BE TO OUR
ADVANTAGE ...

~EXCEFT
THAT THERE
ARE TOO MANY

UNCERTAINTIES!
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WITHOUT
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NUMBER

SLACKER,

ONE
ME!

AND S0,
WHAT'S

WITHIN THE /’K--ﬂﬂ-""Efr FROM

REALM OF COMPREHENDING
POSSIBILITY _ i YOUR Ownl
FOR US | +ed EXISTING FIGHTING
RIGHT NOW |t~ STRENGTH AND
IS JUST ONE 'l FORMULATING THE
THING . i\l BEST FOSSIBLE

YOU SEE,
BATTLE
STRATEGY
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WE NEED
OUR DOGGIE
GUIDE In
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BESIDES, -
1e5Toe W e
THAN ALL
AnY CHAMNCE OF OF US
FLULLING OFF GOING
THE DECOY ACT DOWN
e \ TOGETHER
PosSIBLY S ,
SURVIVING.. /2

THE
| sHaDOW
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" TECHNIQUE
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WELL'!ILL

CATCH UF

WITH YOuU
ALL LATER..
S50 HURRY

| ERRPEBE—TIN




HEY THE
ENEMY'S
STILL
GAINING
OnN Us!







OH! AND BY
THE WAY... . B
THIS IS THE & : % KIDDING.,
WY | MADE e 5 THAT'S HOW
e G - IAMJ '?"I:’U
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WHAT THE...T

50 THIS IS HE'S STILL JUST

KONOHA'S AKID! CAN'T
FAMED BELIEVE WE
SHADOW FELL FOR SUCH
FAaRALYSIS
TECHNIGUE,
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SHAROW HAVE
POSSESSION CHANGED...
TECHNIQUE ;
MO,
MISTER!
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SQUADS, THAT'S EIGHT
SHINDEI... ACTUALLY, FLLS
CHE MORE.. ¢ SHNCE!
TOTAL ON OUR TAILS.




* FIXED
DISTANCE THE NINTH
ANEY, MOVING = SHINOBI'S
FROMTHE - . ROLEIS
REAR, T~ TAIDING AND
MATCHING = DEFENDING -
L\ THE ENEMY'S = THE OTHER -
ASSALLTS.. EIGHT FROM
A HIDDEN
FOSITION..
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CRRN 1T

\ ; I | CAN'T
WE KNOW IT 5 ' r ) '] Igyrel I::.E : my
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SHADOW
POSSESSION,
OR WHATEVER
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SHIKAMARLL...
BUT NOW YOU
NEED TO STEF

BACK AND
TAKE A BREAK..
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THEYRE Vil ﬂ\
INFUSED
WITH MORE
LIFE
FORCE..

iIT'S A \ l._;_:_,: ]

FORBIDDEN
SUMMONING
TECHNIGUE THEY LOOK
THAT RECALLS MORE AND
AND REVIVES MORE LIKE
THE DEAD INTO | THEIR OLD
THIS WORLD.. SELVES..
P /
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BUT SUMMONING
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USE OF A LIVING H HIS JUTSU, AL
BOD BECAUSE IT AMOUNT OF
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THAT SOLUL. CALLING FORTH FEMENT...

AND KEEFING A
SOUL OF THE

DEADY IN THIS

PLANE...

MOLDING YEAH.. THOSE
THEM INTO THE | BELIEVE BODIES
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FECFLE ENVELOF PEQOPLE..7!!
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SUMMONED.. BODIES..
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KILLING

NOTES EMBEDDED
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THOSE SOULS
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, FART I?

EVEN AS | WAS COMPLETING MY SECOND YEAR OF COLLEGE,
| STILL COULDN'T DRAW AN ADEGQUATE MANGA, THAT'S WHEN
| SUDDEMNLY ASKED MYSELF, "WHAT 15 MANGA?" REALIZING
THAT | HAD TO UNDERSTAND MANGA MORE THOROUGHLY, |
DECIDED THAT | NEEDED TO TAKE IT APART AND ANALYZE IT.
SO | CAME TO KNOW THAT THE BASIC ELEMENTS OF MANGA
ARE CHARACTERS, MOTIF, STORY, THEME, DIRECTION IN THE
FORM OF PICTURE COMPOSITION (WIDE ANGLE, ZOOM IF
USING CAMERA ANGLES AS AN ANALOGY), SOUND (SOUND
EFFECTS), ACTION, EFFECTS, ONE-, TWO- AND THREE-FOINT
LINEAR PERSFPECTIVE FOR THE BACKGROUND, AND THEN
TIMING, SENSE, AND MANY OTHER FACTORS, AND WHILE MY
COMPREHENSION WAS GREAT, AS | CONTINUED MY ANALYSIS |
STARTED SEEING MORE AND MORE THINGS THAT | WasSN'T
GOOD AT OR SKILLS THAT | LACKED. FEELING OVER-
WHELMED BY THE AMOUNT OF LEARNING AND HONING |
STILL HAD TO DO, | FELL INTO A smaLL FAaNIC. | BEGAN TO
UNDERSTAND THAT UNLESS | COMPREHENDED AND
MASTERED ALL THOSE FACTORS MYSELF, | COULDN'T EVEN
BEGIN TO DRAW EVEN A SIMPLE "WELL, IT'S KINDA INTEREST-
ING" LIGHT-READ TYPE OF MANGA.

SOMEHOW, | SUDDENLY BECAME TERRFIFIED OF MAamM&EA,
THINKING OF THEM AS MONSTERS, AND BECAME AFRAID OF
DRAWING MANGA, THAT FAINFUL FERIOD LASTED FOR
SEVERAL MONTHS, AND JUST AS | WAS SLIDING INTO AN
EMOTIONALLY DRAINED STATE, A FRIEND OF MINE BOUGHT
AN 1SSUE OF JUMF AND STARTED READING SLAM PLINK 1N MY
ROOMWM... WHEN | LOOKED AT HIS FACE,; | NOTICED THAT HE
HAD AN AVID AND HAFPFY EXFRESSION. AND THEN, WHEN HE
FINISHED THE CHAFTER, HE EXCLAIMED, "WOW! SLAaM DLINK
15 50 cooL!”

SUDDENLY, | HAD AN URGE TO ASK HIM A QUESTION. THIS
QUESTION WAS A REALLY SCARY WUESTION FOR ME TO ASK.
FOR THAT FRIEND WAS ONE WHO WOLILD NEVER LIE TO ME,
AND HE ALSO KNEW MANGA WELL. SO THIS IS WHAT | ASKED:

"WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SLAM DLINK AND MY
MANGAT WHY IS SLAM DLUNK SO COOL AND INTERESTING ™

OF COURSE, | MYSELF ALSO LOVED SLAM DLINK, AND WOULD
BE THE FIRST TO ADMIT THAT IT WAS VERY INTERESTING! |
JUST WANTED TO GET AN OUTSIDE, OBJECTIVE VIEW OF THE
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SLAM PLINVK AND MY MARNGA,

MY FRIEND REFLIED THUS:

“YOU GAN TELL FROM READING IT HOW MUCH MR, INOUE
TAKEHIKO REALLY LOVES BASKETBALL. AND YOU CAN FEEL
HOW MUCH FUMN HE HAS DRAWING SLAM PLINK, AND IT'S LIKE
MR. INOUE'S DRAWING IT WITH THE MESSAGE 'FPLEASE READ IT,
BASKETBALL |15 LOTS OF FUN' TO THE READERS, WITH YOUR
MANGA, I'M SURE YOU'RE DRAWING BECAUSE YOU REALLY
LOVE IT TOO, BUT IT'S JUST NOT COMING THROUGH AS FLIN...
IT'S LIKE, YOU'RE HAVING ALL THE FUN BY YOURSELF AND
WE'RE BEING LEFT OUT OR LEFT BEHIND. THERE'S NO

SENSE OF FLEASE READ IT'.."
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HE INVOKED
SUCH A
TREMENDOUS
WATER
TECHNIGUE
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WATER
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AND ALL
BECALISE
YOU FAILED
TO KILL HIW
THAT DAY!!
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GERIATRIC

MONKEY
KING,
EH.f—

=

HAS COME

TO THIS,
AFTER
ALL..!

COROCHI-
MARLL...




I'm
GETTING
TOIT
RIGHT

INDESTRUC-
TIBLE
NYO!

STAFF!!




e HOHO. ———»—
IT'S FINALLY gy
GETTING

INTERESTING




iN THIS
SOLID METAL
FORM, THE
ELISanas)
BLADE WILL
INFLICT




-

\W | ‘ Il [/




i1
Ilull

i I'I|-I. .I

| CAN'T
BELIEVE
¥OU LEAFT |
RIGHT IN
WITHOUT
EVEN
USING
SHADSW
CLOMNES.

AGE HAS
CALIGHT .
LP WITH .~ Al
HIM...

THE SHADOW
DOFFELGANGER
TECHNIALE,
WHICH SFLITS

INTO EGUAL
FIECES.. IF,

LY

IT'S NOT -
LIKE YOU.. k .

WHAT' S THE
MATTER?

WROMNG, TS
LIKE THECWING
Ay CHUNKS

THE AWMOLUNT OF
CHAXRA LORD
HOKAGE FOSSESSES
HAS DeCLINED




READ

<<'r|-u5<<
WAY
=i
Sy
| _L_-,l‘-- Z HOHOHO.
=, YOU'RE THE
| =%~ | ONE NICKNAMED
\ ~¥— "PROFESSOR’
. =] BECAUSE YOu
F ) 7| kNEW AND COULD
/ PERFORM ALL
EXISTING KONOHA
' JUTSLL.
<]
_PLEASE
DON'T
DISAPPOINT
ME.

||-|m ]I 3
~L‘ r 3
THE NYOH .

teTAFF 16 UGH..

1 STARTING \?u

4 TO FEEL
=L HEAVY...

59



HO HO...

| SEE..
TOO 84D A5 HE RS
IT'S BEING
FUTILE.. KICKED HE
FLANTED
SMOKE
BOMBS,

JUST A5
| FEARED..
"UNLESS | DO
SOMETHING
ABOUT THE &,
BOUND SOULS
L THEMSELVES.

SNOTHING
”!_ll | D:l III||||.|. .:.
~ MATTER.

kD
GETTING
RAGGED,




$

K

WAY

f ﬁ-';\ i
e ,_5-.5‘“:{
~THE\ IN WHICH
FOURTH | CASE,
HOKAGE'S | HAVE NO
JUTSU
AFTER
ALL..

THIS MOMENT
MARKS THE
BEGINNING OF
A REFULSIVE
BLOOD-
CRENCHEDR
BATTLE..

» 7
\ ..llr
' : T |
R
i f \ -1 ENOUGH
=f L} . WITH
—t =TT || 1 COMPARING
Lo gt R ) JuTsU!
—f -j."f f.’-’- /
: e ’




THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART 1?9 (CONTINUED)

WHEN | HEARD THE TRUTH, IT CIC CEFLATE ME, BUT |
CONTINUED TO POSE THE SAME QUESTION TO OTHER
FRIENDS OF MINE. AND YET | KEFT GETTING SIMILAR
RESFONSES FROM THEM AS WELL.

AND THEN, IT CAME TO ME. THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT
ELEMENTS TO DRAWING MANGA, BUT THE MOST IMFOR-
TANT PRINCIPLE 15...

"ONE MUST HAVE FUN DRAWING ONE'S OWN MANGA. AND
THEN, WHAT 'S EVEN MORE CRITICAL IS TO BE AWARE OF
ONE'S AUDIENCE AND DRAW FOR THE READERS' ENJOY-
MENT, EVERYTHING MUST BE FOR THE READERS, ONE
MUST BE ABLE TO CHANGE THE EXPRESSIONS ON THEIR
FACES AND MAKE THEM SAY WOW! THAT IS 50O COOLY
WHEN THEY'VE FINISHED READING IT!!"

AND AFTER A LITTLE WHILE, | REALIZED THAT THIS IS
WHAT 1S MEANT BY "ENTERTAINMENT." IT'S IMPORTANT TO
GRASF THE PRACTICAL ASFECTS OF DRAWING MANGA,
BUT AS LONG AS ONE DRAWS THINKING "I'M GOING TO BE
AN ENTERTAINER!!" | FEEL THAT THE OTHER THINGS WILL
GQUIETLY AND NATURALLY FALL INTO PLACE.

| AM STILL LEARNING NEW THINGS EVERY DAY,
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY FERSONAL HISTORY, FART 20

AROUND THE TIME OF MY THIRD YEAR IN COLLEGE, | STARTED
WATCHING MOVIES A LOT. THERE ARE VARIOUS FILM CONCEFTS THAT
APFPLY TO MANGA, SO THEY ARE GOCOD REFERENCES.

FERHAFS BECALISE OF THAT, | STARTED RENTING VIDEQS MORE AND
MORE, UNTIL | WAasS WATCHING AT LEAST ONE MOVIE A DAY, EVENTU-
ALLY, EVEN RENTALS WEREN'T ENCOUGH, SO | STARTED GOING TO THE
THEATER TO WATCH NEW RELEASES. ONE SUCH D&Y, | STARTED
HEARING RUMORS ABOUT THE BRAD PITT/MORGAN FREEMAN
MOVIE "SEVEN." IT WAS A BLOCKBUSTER HIT THAT WAS SECOND IN
BOX OFFICE TICKET SALES IN 996, A PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER
WHOSE TITULAR THEME REFERS TO THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS, IT
RAISED MY EXPECTATIONS QUITE A BIT. "THIS IS A MUST! IVE GOT TO
GET TO THE THEATER!" MY DETERMINATION AND ZEAL KEFT ON
CLIMBING! | EVEN DECIDED TO GO TO THE SALON FOR A CUT
BECALISE MY BANGS HAD GROWN SO LONG | WAS AFRAID IT WOULD
MAKE IT HARDER TO SEE THE MOVIE SCREEN.

-HOWEVER!! KISHIMOTO WAS NOT YET AWARE
AT THIS TIME THAT A FRIGHTFUL INCIDENT
WOULD TAKE PLACE AT THAT SALON!!

DUN-DA-DUN-DUN~~~DUN!!!

('M GOING TO STRETCH THIS OUT IN TYPICAL MYSTERY/SUSPENSE
GENRE FASHION... HURRY ON TO PAGE 138!)



LT E=T

119



5 - q
- B -
.\-I.

- - — - o
- - 3 .,-- ! . L - .
‘ e !
,

120



<<

READ
THIS
WAY

<

WTHIS .
JUTSL,
YOU SEE...

| CAN'T

UGH...
INITIATE S




THE CASTER

THAT'S WHY MUST HAND
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j MARK YO
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ﬂ LUeHIHA
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YET.

HLIMPH...
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY FERSONAL HISTORY, FART 20 (CONTINUED)

| WENT TO THE SALON TOQ GET MY BANGS TRIMMED, SO | SAT IN THE
HAIRCUT SEAT. MY HEAD WAS FULL OF.. "I'M GOING TO GO SEE
SEVEN TOMORROW--! | WONDER WHAT THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS
ARE--7! THE DIRECTOR 1S DAVID FINCHER, SO | BET THE FRIGHT
SCENES ARE GOING TO BE FPRETTY AMAZING! WITH MORGAN
FREEMAMN AS THE VETERAN DETECTIVE AND BRAD FITT AS THE
GREEN YOUNG DETECTIVE, WHAT A FANTASTIC TEAM! | HEARD IT
HAS AN UNEXFECTED ENDING, A SUDDEN REVERSAL, BUT | WONDER
WHAT IT I1S..7 | WAS ALL EXCITED. AND JUST AS THEY STARTED
CUTTING MY HAIR, SOME WOMAN CAME IN FOR A HAIRCUT AND SAT
COWN IN THE NEXT CHAIR OVER. THIS WOMAN STARTED UF A
FRIENDLY CHAT WITH HER STYLIST, BRAGGING, | WENT ON A DATE
YESTERDAY" | HAD NOTHING TO TALK ABOUT WITH MY STYLIST, SO |
WAS SILENT AND PRETENDED TO BE ASLEEF. TO MY DISGLUST, THE
LOUDMOUTHED WOMAN NEXT TO ME STARTED GOING INTO DETAILS
ABOUT HER DATE. "'GRODY~" | THOUGHT TO MYSELF, BUT... BECAUSE
HER VOICE WAS 5O LOUD, | ENDED UF HEARING HER BRAGGING TALE
WHETHER | WANTED TO OR NOT, SUDDERNLY, SHE STARTED SAYING
SHE HAD GONE TO THE MOVIES WITH THIS GLY, AND THAT THE FILM
THEY HAD SEEN WAS THE CURRENTLY FOPULAR SEVEN.

JUST AS | WAS THINKING TO MYSELF "1'M GOING TO GO SEE IT TOO,
TOMORROW..", OH NO! THAT CHATTERBOX GIRL STARTED DESCRIB-
ING THE PLOT OF SEVEN!! NEEDLESS TO SAY, SHE WAS LOLUD!! |
WANTED TO COVER MY EARS, BUT MY HANDS WERE UNDER THE
CAFE BECAUSE | WAS GETTING MY HAIR CUT...!! AND 50, IN THAT
MOMENT, | BEGGED THAT WOMAN...

"PLEASE! THE CLINCHER. . JUST DON'T SFPILL THE CLINCHER,
PLEASE~~~a=|l*

AND WHAT WAS INSIDE THAT BOX. CAN YOU BELIEVE IT... IT WAS THE
HEAD OF BRAD PITT'S WIFE--! AND THEN--!"

- SHE HAD SPILLED T..

THE NEXT BAY, | DECIDED NOT TO GO SEE SEVEN.. (| CAN JUST
RENT THE VIDEOQ... ESFECIALLY NOW THAT | KNOW THE WHOLE
STORY..) FURTHERMORE, THEY HAD CUT MY BANGS TOO MUCH AND |
ENDED UF LOOKING LIKE A BUSINESSMAN.
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\ =7

-
'y

THAT'S
IF YOU CAN
TAKE ME
COWN!

\
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g

WHEN WE FIGHT,
NO MATTER HOW
PUNY A BUG OUR
OFFONENT 15,
WE DON'T MOCK
THEM... WE FACE
THEM FULL
STRENGTH!




| DON'T, |
KNOW | IR AWAKE
WHEN IT'S - Il INSIDE
; GOING TO 2t
EMERGE.. \
4 2k EARLIER..

i e

GAARA -
W SINCE ﬁ'? Bl 1

I ban
¥ |
i {
# |

N b
N

THIS 1S BAD.. \

IT'S JUST ME
RIGHT NCW...
rof i |

e




1) SRR

4

2w

.5;# -.I._-.

A
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READ
< TH|5<<
WAY

| DON'T

FLOTTING,




| WANT
TO SEE
WHAT YOU
REALLY
ARE...

WHAT
IS YOUR
MOTIVE?

YOU SEEK
STRENGTH? r

-----



&G

READ
THIS

&

GET
LOST ...

YOU'RE IN

THE waY
OF MY

TRAINING!!

NOMNE OF
YOUR
BUSINESS..,




ETES
FULL AND
SPILLING

OVER WITH
HATRED

ARD
INTENT TO

KILL...

: DO NOT
TOL'RE ey L ' 2 3 FORGET
My _ : =8 THAT.
FREY. ;
YO WHO ARE !
STRONG.. WHO
ARE CALLED
LIEHIHAL,
| WHO HAVE
\\ FRIENDS...
<,
AT
HAVE A
FLRFOSE..,
JUST...
LIKE ME...
F
7 <
{ v |
— L |
ERA=E By
AND ALL OF ‘il RILLING
| SAN AN THAT ... I/ .&“,I\ YOLL..
e e
FEEL -
THEMN
ALIVE!! IwiLL /
TRULY Ty '
EXIST. )
.




<«

///t LH ﬁ\ L\.- :

=

- \ *«{
e YA ¥
N 4 '
i i.
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P'.,:{J:q.-"-"' | P
[ | CON'T Aty
= THINK I'LL BE "5
el FINISHED g
BEFCRE YOU
- COME TO

HELF ME,
-~ AEI’EH ALLS

e y @




\ _.,_,ﬁf




LI At BF
||||I“|_ [('IJLP.: ;‘ ‘:,.f' y

o

THE
BLADE IS
COATED

WITH

FOISOMN,..™




f

'd

e *f??ﬁﬁ
P2 f'f-"'ﬁ'.{,r":"h? /
y i

{4

2|
EETLES!
B




THAT PUPPET
MASTER TECH:
NIGUE OF YOURS
REGUIRES YOU TO

| ~OPERATING THE

3 k
=
ARG T
EASIER FOR
| :lF’E-hilll".lﬁ 5‘ .Il.lf-.-:l E
| FOUNG I THE
MASTERS
DEFENSES..,

I| CONCENTRATE ON
FUPPET. -

N

| JUDGED
YOu TO BE
WEAK AT
CLOSE-
RANGE
BATTLES,

THEN DOPPEL
CIRCLING GANGER
BEHINDG ME! USHNG
YOUR
A\BEETLES..

PUPPET-USING
MID-TO LONG-
DISTANCE
FIGHTING
TYFE.




f|'
NOW
YOLI'LL
S5EE WHAT |.
KARASL
cAN |
REALLY |
!

HOWEVE 'I
I NOW GONG  \=
TOSHOWCU THE [ /] | SMAAT..!
FUNCAMENTAL k S KNOWING A
BATTLE A1 PUPPET MASTER'S
TECHNIGUES USING WEAK POINT!

THIS NINJUTSU!




READ
< T|-||s<(
WAY

A I'VE
L'J ~THIS 15
M nateo || EBES,
' SMOKE

d










HARE YOou
SAYING...
| DONT
EVEN HAVE
ENOLIGH
STEEMNGTH..

~TO PULL
OUT HIS
L SOUL...7

# THAT THIS AGED

8ooY.. 1sTOO _9f
DECREPIT, EVEN =

N THOUGH | HAVE

gt

ol FRESOLVED TO

! L s DIE...F!
| ) " i
J : | I A ey i
|_I B op L | '! 4 o

I

IF YOU HAL
BEEN EVEN
JUST 10 YEARS
YOUNGER.. YOU
MIGHT HAVE
BEEN ABLE TO
KILL ME..
HEH HEH...
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YOUR JONIN

AND CHUNIN
INSTRUCTORS
WILL PROTECT
YOU, EVEN AT
THE COST OF
OUR OWN
LIVES!!

LISTEN
UF...

ALL OF YOU,
EVEN IF
ENEMY SHINOBI
SHOW UF, DO
NOT PANIC.
JUST KEEF
FPROCEEDING
QUICKLY TO
THE INNER
SHELTERS!
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FELLOW Mjﬁ"r 5
' HAVE PRCKED AW
HIS BEETLES

INTO KARASU'S B




HIS

| SEE NOW,

BEETLES
FEED ON
CHAKRA,..

THE
BEETLES
ARE
TRAVELING
COWN THE

VOLUNTARILY
SEVERED

HIS CHAKFA
STRINGS,..!!

LIGH...

AT THIS
RATE, mY
LOCATION

wWiLL BE

REVEALED...!




S

- EACH AND == 2o

s EVERY PART — =
E OF HIS BODY
EFROMHEADE ©

A THEM--HE' <5
= A H:@GED;EES,
PUPPET!!

'_.-n..dr:.ALIE:HT youl
&% OFF GUARD! ®
= IT'S MERE ¢
CHILD'S PLAY

.f1| | \“

I |II




LY AL S ad eg
1" JI"'!'."".l1 '.l-l'..,.,-u.!""'l' L

il

| =

2'] =
e .:II T
1 iy

i




STRINGS
HAVE
BEEMN

CHEWED

HOW DID
BEETLES
GET ON
my
HAND...F!




HEADBAND... | \\\‘?

S— I'|IIIII| || rII- ’ | II|
Y -\1\ LL.:I!_'_.-'“_L‘;- | | I| |I j
7 YOURE THE 4 1 ’ | |
ONE WHO i |
DROPFED HIS WHAT |
THEY'VE ﬁl&ﬁﬂggﬁ THE...?!! || |
BEEN ON
g CRAWLING DOWN| ﬂfg"m&
YOLIR CHAKRA
THIS WHOLE BT oo ALL
TI.'“E._. — T'-._I [:E‘:ms 5{:, TH-.I“T THEEE’
AIMING FOR _ _".I YO DIDN'T seE | | BEETLES
fOLR = | THEOTHERS COME

=" CREEFING LF

\WT

FROM...”!!

EEHllrJE!'
ﬁm“"

WHAT 7

BUT.. HOW
WERE YOU
ABLE TO TELL
MY LOCATION
FROMWM JUST
THIS ONE

EXPLAINING
THE SAME
THING
COVER AND
OVER,

THAT FIRST
SWING |

o TOOK AT
N You. You

THOUGHT | |

MISSED... .~

o
BUT | WAS W
ATTACHING A

BEETLE TO I




«BEg

THE Wi i
OF THE [AME
"'I.-I\.II:"\-I...—'
=1 L ...

THAT'S
BIGHT ...

SHES A

177 TO BE CONTINUED IN NARUTO VOL. 15!
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