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Recently, in movies... What?/

Film commentary again?! ...But it's
pretty much the only thing | can write
about... Sorry. Sor back to the
story...These days, there are usually
three performers per character or
role. The first is the billed actor (the
star). The second is the stunt man.
And then there is the C&l stunt man
for particularty dangerous sceres or
difficult camera shots. They're very
well constructed. At this rate, we
may even eventually stop needing real
actors...

—Masask Kiskimoto, 2003

Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college,
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of
Maruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits;
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in
1999, 1:||uit:|-tlg.ur became the most popular ninja manga in Japan.
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Twelve years ago a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit
attacked the ninja village of Konohagakure, The
Hokage, or village champion, defeated the fox by
sealing its soul into the body of a baby boy. Now that
boy, Uzumaki Naruto, has grown up to be a ninja-in-
training, learning the art of ninjutsu with his team-
mates Sakura and Sasuke.

MNaruto and company take on the Chanin Selection
Exams but suffer a sudden attack from Orochimaru
in the Forest of Death. Orochimaru leaves a curse
mark on 5asuke’s body and vanishes..

During the finals of the Chinin Exams, Orochimaru,
disguised as Kazekage, takes the Hokage hostage and
erects a barrier shield. Operation Destroy Konoha is
underway! Meanwhile, Naruto and his friends have
been chasing after Sasuke and Gaara, who is under-
going a terrifying transformation. Now, to save Sasuke
and Sakura, Naruto must face off against this mon-
strous new version of Gaara.
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NARUTO

\VOL. 16
EVLOGY

COUNTENTS

"'

PAMABER 136 THE LAST BLOW. .1

WA MABER 137: THE SHIXOBI OF KLONOHA, I

RIWIMABER 138: OPERATION DESTROY KOROHA,
TERMAINATED!H!

RIAJMABER 139: EVJLOGY. . !

MNAMABER 140: CONTACLCT.. N

PIARABER 141 WCHIHA ITACHIN

WASRABER 142: KAKASTHI NI ITACH]

NAUNABER 143: THE FO\WRTH HOKAGE'S LEGACY!

MNASMABER 144: THE PAIRIVERS
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AAARGH!!

e [ WE sTOPPED
k{* 'ﬁi'i HIS JUTSLI!
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= A SIMPLE
¥ HEAD BUTT..
HIS FIGHTING 7

Wil /- STYLE may BE

** COARSE AND
s UNFOLISHED, |
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AR NA BUMBLING |

~'VE NEVER
§ SEEN SUCH

_J_a'i MNiNTA BEFORE®
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«ONE
MORE
PUNCH IS
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THIS TIME
'm REALLY..
COMFLETELY

LET's
MAKE
THISIT!!







I'M SHOCKED
THAT NOT
JUST SOUND...
BUT SO MANY
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- DONT HAVE
ENOUGH
) MEANS, STRENGTH
MASTER PLEASE | |[LEFT TO DRAG

SARUTOBI! CIE... QUT ALL OF
YOUR SOUL.

| SHALL
| PUT AN END
| .= TOYOUR

PLANS..




THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART 23

IN MY SECOND YEAR OF COLLEGE, | GOT SERIOUS AND DECIDED
TO SUBMIT MANGA FOR REAL, TARGETING SHONEN MAGAZINES.
‘NOW! WHAT SHALL | DRawW.." | STARTED OFF IN HIGH SFIRITS, BUT
THEN IMMEDIATELY RAN INTO A BLOCK. THE STORY | HAD THOUGHT
UP HAD TOO MANY PLOT POINTS, AND | COULDN'T FIT EVERYTHING
INTO THE FAGE LIMIT. EARLY ON IN ONE'S CAREER, ONE OFTEN BE-
COMES OVERENTHUSIASTIC AND GREEDY, TRYING TO SQUEEZE
ALL OF ONE'S IDEAS INTO A SINGLE FIECE. | WAS LIKE THAT TOO.
THE STORY OF TEN BECOMES CLUNKY AND UNWIELDY, AND THERE
ARE SO MmanNyY CHARACTERS THAT NO ONE CHARACTER ENDS UF
STANDING OUT AS THE MAIN CHARACTER.

THUS! | USED THE PAGE LIMIT AS MY CLEAR-CUT SOLUTION. |
SHAVED OFF WHATEVER FLOT FOINTS | FELT WERE EXTRANECUS,
AND GOT RID OF A BUNCH OF CHARACTERS. WHEN | FINALLY FELT |
COULG TELL THE STORY WITHIMN THE PAGE LIMIT, | SAT DOWN AND
STARTED DRAWING IN EARNEST. ..HOWEVER, IT'S NOT LIKE THE
STORY COULD 5TaY COMFLETELY THE SAME, SO A FEW MINOR
DIFFICULTIES AROSE., ..BUT.. THEY WEREN'T HUGE DIFFICLLTIES!
JUST THAT PLOT-WISE, | HAD ORIGINALLY WANTED TO TELL THE
TALE OF A NATIONAL DILEMMWMA STARRING A MAIN CHARACTER
FPOSSESSING NATIONAL FOWER, WITH GRAND SFECTACLE (). BUT
IN THE ENDG, IT WAS A SMALL-SCALE STORY INVOLVING "SmALL -
TOWN FOLK" THAT | SOMEHOW MANAGED TO WORK UP... IT'S LIKE
THE FEW MINOR DIFFICULTIES THAT WOLUILD CROFP UFP IF ONE
FORGED AHEAD AND FILMED A SCI-Fl MOVIE EVEN KNOWING ONE
WOLULDNT BE GIVEN ANYTHING NEAR AN ADEQUATE BUDGET.
THAT 'S WHAT'S KNOWN AS A NEWCOMER'S COARSENESS SHOW-
ING THROUGH HIS INABILITY TO SNUGLY CONTAIN THINGS"!

LN ANY CASE! WHAT | AIMED FOR WAS WEEKLY SHONEN JUMF'S
HOP 1 STEF AWARD, WITH ITS PRIZE MONEY OF 500 THOUSAND YEN
[ROUGHLY 55000) (TAKE-HOME)... OR RATHER... | Womn!!!

THE TITLE OF THAT MANGA WAS "KARAKLIRI" [MECHANISM]. "KARA-
KURI" IS A FOFPULAR NAME FOR A SUPER-STRENGTH ANDROID OR
ROBOT. | HAD ALWAYS THOUGHT THAT JAFPANESE NAMING SCHEMES
WERE COOL, 50 | DECIDED | WOULDN'T USE ANY WEIRD WESTERN
TERMS OR NAMES. THAT'S WHY | WENT WITH THE JAFANESE "KARA-
KURI" INSTEAD OF "CYBORG"! AND IT TURNS OUT THAT THIS STAND-
ALONE STORY, 'FARAKLRI," WOULD GREATLY CHANGE MY DESTINY.
BUT OF THAT, THE YOUNG KISHIMOTO WAS STILL UNAWARE.
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART 29 CHAFTER |

| SOMEHOW MANAGED TO FINISH DRAWING THE 31 FAGES OF
THE STAND-ALONE "KARAKLIRI", AND THE DAY | HAD TO MAIL IT IN
TO JUMF FINALLY ARRIVED. IF | REMEMBER CORRECTLY, IT WAS
RIGHT AT THE END OF FEBRUARY, AND MY EXAMINER WAS
ARAKI HIRCHIKD" SENSEI,

| WENT TO THE FOST OFFICE, NERVOUSLY HANDED OVER MY
MANUSCRIFT, AND PUT MY HANDS TOGETHER SAYING 'FLEASE
LET ME WIN!" | WAS PRAYING TO THE GODS ONLY WHEN CONVE-
NIENT, AS USUAL. BUT ALWAYS WITH UTMOST SINCERITY, OF
COURSE! | WOULD CLOSE MY EYES AND WISH FERVENTLY
FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART. | FROBABLY REFEATED MY
WORDS, OFFERING THEM TO THE HEAVENS, 20 TIMES. | WAS
PRAYING SO EARNESTLY THAT | DIDN'T NOTICE AT FIRST, BUT
WHEN | CAME TO, THE FOSTAL WORKER WAS FROZEN IN FLACE,
ENVELOPE IN HAND, WITH AN INCREDIBLY COLD LOOK IN HIS
EYES.

NOT THAT | BLAME HIM, FOR IF SOMEONE HANDS YOU AN
ENVELOFE AND IMMWMEDIATELY FALLS INTO FERVENT WORSHIF,
ANYONE WOULD THINK "THIS FELLOW'S WEIRD...". FURTHER-
MORE, | HAD STARTED MUTTERING UNDER WY BREATH,
LOOKING ALL SERIOUS. SO FORGET WEIRD, HE PROCBABLY
THOUGHT | WAS SCARY! BUT | DIDN'T CARE!! | WANTED TO WIN
THE AWARD SO BAD, | COULDN'T HELF IT!!

AFTERWARDS, | HAD TO GO HOME AND WAIT THE LONG TWO
MONTHS UNTIL THE WINNERS WERE ANNOUNCED. ..EVEN
DURING FUN CONVERSATIONS WITH FRIENDS, OR IN THE
MIDDLE OF CLASS, | COULDN'T STOF THINKING ABOUT IT.IT
WOLUILD KEEF ME UP AT NIGHT IF | THOUGHT ABOUT IT RIGHT
BEFORE BEDTIME. | WOULD SECRETLY PEEK BACK AT THE
COPY OF MY MANUSCRIPT AND BE LIKE, "SHOOT! THIS WILL
NEVER WIN!" OR, "HMM~! BUT MAYBE, JUST MAYBE, IT wiILL
Pass..” .| BECAME MENTALLY FATIGLUED. AND SIX DAYs BEFORE
THE RESULTS WERE SUPPOSED TO BE ANNOUNCED, ONE OF
MY FRIENDS TOLD ME SOMETHING OUTRAGECUS!

THAT FRIEND WAS A HIGH SCHOCL FRIEND OF USUTA KYOSUKE®
SENSEL AND THIS 1S WHAT HE TOLD ME.

(TO BE CONTINUED)

(NOTE: ARAK]I HIRCHIKD IS THE ARTIST OF JOJO'S BIZARRE
ADVENTURE. USUTA KYOSUKE IS THE ARTIST OF SEXY COM-
MANDO GAIDEN.]
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WITHIN

THEM. L




THE
BURNING
DESIRE TO
CEFEND
THIS

IRLIKA,,
L0 YOuU
FOSSESS
1.

20 LONG

AS ONE

BEARS THIS
WiLL OF FIRE,
EACH AND
EVERY ONE OF
THOSE WHO
LIVE IN THIS
VILLAGE ARE

FAMILY..
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BETTER
HURRY ...
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THE THIRD
LORLYS
FUNERAL
SERVICE
HAS
ALREADY
STARTED..

i 3 F o 0
FIRST
THING I
THE
MORMNING...

JUST COME
HERE
EARLIER? _¢

INSTEAD OF
CONSTANTLY {
INVENTING [ ANDYOU,
NEW EXCLSES KAKASHI:
FOR WHY | ' PAYING
YOU'RE LATE, || RESPECTS

WHY DON'T YOU | '-\TS OBITO..7
III

o) CAN'T
STOF
THINKING
ABOUT WHAT
AN ICHCT |
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/ YOU'RE
THE ONE
On THE
STUMF,
| LIKE |
\BUESSED!




£k OROCHI!- ALL . WHAT
G e pewm || olog
CAMN GO |
= uPNOow.. [V SAY YOU
HOME. ) EGGHEAD
PERV?!!

} Jd FORANNIATO _SHEESH.
e | FALL FOR SUCH
i I: SOBVICUS TRAPS
ﬁr Iﬁ“& OVER AND
P OVER AGAaINT!
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Yo :::- - w \Lﬁ;
COULD | TR
LEARN A J :

THING OR
TWO
FROM
OROCHI

MARL!

MASTER

THAT"!

BUT FOR \ SARLTOBI,
WHEN | GO P J YOLI'RE
RESEARCHING, | - B "1H ALWAYS
| USE L ! -, L "OROCHIMARL
TRANSPARENCY  px* “_-’*h~“"~.4' e __THIS® AND
JuTsu! ; ' OROCHIMARL
b

2
| HAVEN'T
BEEM
CALIGHT
YET!

ALL RIGHT,

. V&2 LET'S SEE = SHMEESH
'MGoING | JUST HOW
WITH YOu L7 L - GOOD THESE
NEXT J i SPYING s
TIME... M.‘ SJUTSL OF |

YOU OLD %
PERV, /

MASTER |44

SARUTOBI )
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/ HAYATE
| IS ONE
| SUCH
'lm EXAMFLE...

THOSE WHO
DIE HAVE
r DREAMS AND
Goals. BUT
THEY ALL HAVE
SOMETHING
ELSE JUST AS
IMFORTANT.

~WHY

RIS THEIR DO
OWn LIVES PECPLE...
FOR THE
SAKE OF ,
OTHERS...7 . j

oy 5
ALONG WITH
THEIR FAST, WHEN ONE
THEIR HLIALARN

CURRENT DIES...
LIFE, AND THEY FASS |
THEIR AN, /

T

FUTURE...

MANY
PEOFLE DIE
On MISSIONS
OR THROUGH |
VAR,
AN WHEMN
THEY DIE, IT
HAFPENS -
STARTLINGLY /
GUICKLY... AND
SIMFLY,




SRS

~EROW
THICKER
AND
STRONGER..,

A

THESE
STRINGS
THAT
CONNECT
THEM, AS
TIME
PASSES...

|| F
BECAUSE
THEY HAVE

| PRECIOUS

|'~ THINGS TO

= i
BONDS Fom\ {
BETWEEN THEM \ |

AND THOSE WHO
ARE PRECIOUS
TO THEM FROM
THE TIME THEY

ARE BORN,
THROUGH
TRUSTING AND
HELFING EACH

OTHER...

FARENTS,
SIBLINGS,

[ FRIENDS,

|| THEIR FELLOW

VILLAGERS,
FEOFLE WHO
AHE
IMFPORTANT
7O THEM... _j'

THERE'S NO
LOGIC OR
REASON TOIT!
FPEOFLE JUST
DO THINGS
LIKE THAT..

YEAH...
| THINK I'W
STARTING..
TO GET THAT




HE DID
LEAVE ALL
OF US
SOMETHING
IMFORTANT ...

1 weLL,

\[L}'. e IN

THE THIRD
HOKAGE
LA NOT

\\ Waln,

%
"'-n.._l
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7l sur
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PAINFLIL
TO CIE,
TOO.

WELL,

DON'T
WORHY...

YOU'LL
LUNDERSTAND
EVEMNTLIALLY,
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GIVE ME | I
SOME i -
CREDIT-| A
UNDERSTAND! —




LAND WILL
COME TO
LIGHT anD
PROTECT
THIS

VILLAGE
ONCE
MoRES

L. THOSE

"LITTLE

EMBERS
THAT ALIGHT
LIFON THE

| HAVE
SPLENDIDLY

INHERITEC N

THE WILL
OF FIRE OF

. WHICH YOU [

SPOKE ..

WELL
THEN,
MASTER
IRLEA!

—— . N

THIRD
HOUKAGE..

TlT SEEMS
ALL THE
LITTLE
THREE
LEAVES OF .
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YOU STILL
ENGAGE
N SLUICH
FOOLISH

THE CHIEF

HAVE WITH
Mme=

P,

TECHNI-
CALLY,
IT'S .
REE-EF-P-CH.'IJ
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| IEIT ISN'T
OLD mAanN
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o FOR SURE,
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/| oecoRATE WERE NOT
_. HIM WITH ABLE TO TAKE
/ YOUR /' DOWN THE
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BUT..
IN TERMS
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OTHER GOAL,
| UCHIHA
— SASUKE...
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WHAT
FPENED,
HLIH...

| SEE..

SO THAT S

1

||H.-"-'I-

\

THEY

WERE

KILLED
BEFORE | .

SUSPECT

READ
THI5<<
WAY

\




FOR IHJHGHA
ALSC HAD
FOREMOST




i

YOU OUGHT
TO KNOW,
ST WITHOUT
ME HAVING
TO SPELL
IT QLT

h

AT THIS
POINT, OUR 1 WHY SLUICH
RELATIONSHIP ™ GRIM FACEST
WITH | HEARD THE
SUNAGAKURE TALKS WITH
IS NOT AN SAND WENT
URGENT WELL.
MATTER.
y i
s |
THEREFORE, \ff
LINTIL THE VILLAGE , " RIGHT NOW.
HAS RESTORED ITS .WE DON'T 0 Aoy
STRENGTH, WE HAVE KNOW WHEN UNDER THESE ot
THE TOP NINJA FROM OF CUR OUR NUMBER IS AT A
EACH CELL AND NEIGHBORS ONE PRIOCRITY ey ol
ASSEMBLE AN EMER: WILL MAKE A NLEST BE 10 LOW
CGUNCIL TO HANDLE/ PREFARE FOR —
ANY FURTHER VI

L
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LUNDERSTAND
THIS... ONE
FUNDAMENTAL
FOLICY WE
CANMNOT

u
|

~AT THE
FRESENT
TIME, THERE
ARE SEEDS
OF TROUBLE
SCATTERED

STRONG,
TRUSTWORTHY
LEADER.,

JIFAIA...

e
AND S0 t/
?EE-LEHD"H:
T IN AN
DE;;:“E;'”&% EMERGENCY WE NEED L«*
THAT IT ﬁﬁqj‘dg OUR FIFTH &
WOLLD BE HOKAGE AS
YOU., | RULER OF SO0N AS
. THE LAND :
OF FIRE... POSSIBLE!

A

FOR SUCH




A

/ 7 S s
FIT'S o BESIDES, THE
ONEOFTHE | | IF YOU-TOUTED DECISION
THREE GREAT AS ONE OF THE HAS

SHINOBI THREE GREAT  ALREADY

> | [YouRE AFTER, SHINOBI OF KONOHA ~ BEEN

g | LEGEND-ARE NOT  MADE.

[ = 11| | sTiLLone SUITED FOR T,

| S OTHER... THEN WHO ISF!

- SHE MAY

WE DO  \UneeD BE

NOT
KNOW HER AN APFRO-

PRIATE
WHERE-
ABOUTS G“”E‘mﬁ.”“TE*
AT ALL.




THE SHARF, TO UN-
| GO-GETTING WILLING,
FRINCESS AFATHETIC
TSUNADE |5 ME...
MUCH BETTER
SUITED FOR
HOKAGE.,

Y
HOWEVER, ALL
WE SHaLL RIGHT ..
ATTACH WE'LL PFUT d
THREE angu IT UNDER
BLACK OPSs  CONSID-
TO You FOR ERATION
YOUR IMMED -
TSUNADE
SEARCH

JUST...
THERE 15
ONE
FELLOW I'D

LIKE TO

TAKE WITH
ME On MY
TRAVELS.

11 |
I'D LIKE
TO SEE
WHAT HE |

CAN DO, |
|




il F ﬁ ‘% |T'S BEEN A WHILE
: e SINCE TOU LAST
' - - RE TURNED HOME,

RIGHT...7 WELL, SHALL
WE HAVE SOME TEA
BEFORE WE GO
\ LOOKING FOR WHAT




FOOL. ANKD
ASKED ME
TO BUY HER
SOME
DANGO.

WHAT ABOUT
YOU, WHAT
ARE YOU
DOING HERE™
| THOUGHT
YOU CIDN'T
LIKE SWEETS...

YO! HEY
THERE, YOU
TWO..
YOU'RE SO
C-HLIMMY...

ARE YOU
On A
DATE?

SASUKE, -~

- -
1 ACTLALLY,
8 iy

» FIGLRED

WELL...
1 CAME TO 1/
BuY S0OME- }’
THING TO PUT
OMN A GRAVE, |
S0

't JUST
MEET UF
WITH
SOMEONE
HERE WHILE
| WAS AT IT.




KAKASHI...

YOU SHOWED

UF BEFORE
Mme ™

THAT'S A
RARE SIGHT,
FOR YOU TO
BE WAITING

FOR
SOMECONE...

2




| DOMN'T
LIKE NATTO
D_H SWEET

THINGS

~

i
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IT'S JUST
AS | HAaD
HEARILD...
YOU REALLY
DO EAT
NOTHING
BUT
RAMEN,

HUH...

: fii*
T ;II F il
1 - - ™ -'--

ar g

10 ' t v -.
SOy
iy, = .'I_ .. =

o B
-..-i“'-:..-é".-r'J it




108



NOT FROM
THIS
VILLAGE...

WHAT'S
YOUIR
BUSINESS

HERE...”
i ~ YOU COULD =

LY
KNOW OUR
NAMES...

IF TOU
WERE
SHINOEBI
OF THIS
VILLAGE,




THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART 29 CHAPTER 2

MY FRIEND TOLD ME, "USUTA SENSEI WAS CONTACTED BY THE
ECITORIAL DEFPARTMENT ABOUT ONE WEEK AGO"!

WHAT ! MEANS WHAT 7 AND WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT |
HAVEN'T BEEN CONTACTED YET, THEN!? DON'T TELL ME |
DIDNT MAKE IT7!! | FELT DEFLATED, TOOK OFF FROM
SCHOOL, GOT SULKY AND FLAYED VIDED GAMES. HOWEVER,
WHILE | WAS FLAYING VIDED GAMES, IN THE BOTTOM OF MY
HEART... BUT IF WHOEVER WON |5 CONTACTED TOO EARLY
AND OUT OF BLIND ECSTASY POSTS HIS VICTORY ON THE
INTERNET, EVERYONE WILL KNOW THE RESLULT BEFORE IT'S
ANNOUNCED IN JUMF! IF THAT WERE TO HAFFEN, THAT
WOULD BE BAD! IT'S JUST NOT KOSHER! THAT'S PROBABLY
WHY THEY DON'T CONTACT YOU UNTIL THAT DAY OR AT THE
EARLIEST THE DAY BEFORE JUMF HITS THE BOOKSTORES!
SURELY! | KEFT SILENTLY MAKING SUCH EXCUSES TO MYSELF
AND PRAYED THAT | WOULD HEAR FROM THEM.

AND THEN, IT WAS FINALLY THE DAY BEFORE THE ANNOUNCE-
MENT! | ENDED UF STAYING HOMWME THE WHOLE DAy, THINKING
THAT | MIGHT GET A CALL, BUT THE Dy ENDED WITHOUT ANY
WORE. THAT NIGHT, | HAD TROUBLE FALLING ASLEEF, STAYING
UF UNTIL MIDNIGHT ALL ANXIOUS. AND THEN, JUST AS|
STARTED FEELING MYSELF NOD OFF.. THE PHONE RANG...

| PICKED THE RECEIVER UP AND PUT IT TO MY EAR. MY HEART
FELT LIKE IT wAS GOING TO BURST! "HELLO... THIS IS
KISHIMOTO," THEN... "HELLO, THIS IS WEEKLY SHONEN JUMF
CALLING.." "..YES7!" | INMEDIATELY BLURTED... "WE WOULD
LIKE TO INFORM YOU THAT YOUR "KARAKURI" HAS BEEN
SELECTED AS THIS ROUND'S WINNER! CONGRATULATIONS!"
WHEN | HEARD THAT, | SERICUSLY THOUGHT MY HEART HAD
BURST, IT POUNDED! SO HARD, AND THEN | WOKE UP...

T HAD ALL BEEN A DREAM. I'M DEAD SERICQUS!! | waAS SO
BLUE ONCE | WAS COMFLETELY AWAKE!

AND THEN, FINALLY, ON THE ACTUAL MORNING OF THE
ANNOUNCEMENT D¥, "l WISH THAT DREAM WAS A PORTENT ...
| THOUGHT TO MYSELF, AS | HEADED TO THE CONVENIENCE
STORE. | HAD ALREADY RESIGNED MYSELF TO THE WORST.,

| MAAY NOT HAVE MADE IT... | WANTED TO JUST KNOW THE
RESLLT AND GET IT OVER WITH AND YET | DIDN'T... WITH THAT
CONFLICTED FEELING, | ENTERED THE CONVENIENCE
STORE, WHERE A MOUNTAINOUS PILE OF WEEKLY SHONEN
JUMF LAY STACKED RIGHT NEXT TO THE REGISTER. | DON'T
THINK MY HEART EVER FOUNDED THAT HARD. | FELT LIKE IT
WAS GOING TO JUMF OUT OF MY THROAT,
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~BRE
| THEY
SLUPPOSE... ACCLAIN-
| SHOULD TANCES
INTRODUCE | OF YOLIRS,
MYSELF AS ITACHI-

YOUu, AND
HOPE TO
GET 1O
KNOW YOU

TO MEET B\
|
LATER.

I’ GONNA

f

\ TAKE YOU THE“E =
DOWN

| RIGHT -"*TEF‘

H NOW!
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HO SH1GAKE] IVE
KlSAME, HEARD
A FORMER OF
EIRIGAKLIEE Yo,
SHINOBI...

e TACHI T
SEEMWMS THAT
YOLU TOO ARE
RATHER
DETESTED IN
YTOUR HOME
VILLAGE.

FOR CHARGES
SUCH AS
ASSASSINATION
AND SUBVERSIVE J
MACHINATIONS |
ASAINST THE |/

\ STATE.

AN OUTLAW
SHINCEBI
CURREMNTLY
BEING ||
SOUGEHT 8Y |
THE LAND OF !
VUATER...

- TOU TWO...
ARE MAJOR
FELONS THAT
HAVE BINGD
BOOK RANK 5.

YOU'VE GOT
GUTS TO STEF
FOOT IN THIS
VILLAGE AGAIN
AFTER WHAT
YOU DID...




| > e T

~ASUMA,
KLIREMNA]...

FOR
SOMEONE
WHO'S
COMMITTED
PARRICIDE,
THAT'S an
ODD THING

NO WaY YOLu
WOULD JUST
SHOW LF
LIKE THIS,
NONCHA-
LANTLY...
g, A PLEASE
B WEARING GO NOT
£ CLOTHES THAT INTERFERE...
' DON'T LOOK | DON'T WanNT
RESPECTABLE, TO KILL YOU.

FOR ABSO-
LUTELY NO
REASON.,

WHAT
ARE YOU




WELL, IT
DOESN'T
SEEM LIKE
WE'LL BE ABLE
TO JUST WALK
el  OUT OF THE |
< VILLAGE |
WITHOUT /
AFIGHT, / J

YOLR
MOVES JUST TRY
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|| KEEPING ||
|ME E?DWI"-‘i||
WITH JUST
THE TIF OF
HIS BLADE...
| SUCH | |
STRENGTH! |/,

L)
L U

=

MY LONG
SWORD IS
CALLED
SAMEHADA!
IT MEANS
SHARKSKIN!
IT DOESN'T
SLICE..




IT CUTS
YOUTO L
RIBBONS!!




KLIREMAL.
WHAT'S
TAKING
YOu SO

LONG? |

N

,:/*jfﬂﬂ 1R

} 4l
g ===1tHl | |

ez =l
wall
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YOU'RE
FINISHED.
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*3 | DON'TGET
= | /| DISTRACTED,
.'hr-'.ll.




IMFRESSIVE,
KLIREMNAL..
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WATER
STYLE!

SUIKODAN
A NO JuTsL!
SHARK

BOMB!!
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[ BuT | | f
| suESS | GOT WHY ARE o

ALITTLE

| ASKED

TOu TO DO

THIS FOR
ME..
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|| HAVE TO
| EXPECT]
II| JTHE

|.:I'|llr
HIS EYES
HAVEMN'T,
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||' ~TOu )
[ MUST BE
|' KAKASHI 1 174 THEREIS | |WCRIPER
THE V' P L= ANOTHER
L. /1 ; O TH THE STOPPED

EYE..

MNIMNJA, by

CATCHING
THE SCENTOF I'MTHE
SUSPICIOUS ONE WHO
FOLK AT THE  WAS SUR-
TEA HOUSE, FRISED..
AND WHO

o SHOULD IT BE ﬁ—

o




| NEVER
IMAGINED {
IT WouULD

AND THE
SCOURGE OF
KIRIGAKURE,
HOSHIGAK]
KISAME.

aaaaaaaa

WELL, WELL...

YOu EVEN

KMNOW MY
MAME.

HEARD THAT

ZABUZA HAD
SPARRED
ﬂ'x WITH YOU..F7

Y GIANT BLADE OF
[ YOURS BELONGS
TO ONE OF THE
SEVEN NINJA
SWORDSMEN OF
THE MIST,
SAMEHADA, THE
SHARKSKIN,
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READ
< THI5<<
WAY

PLL CUT -
YOUTO ot | b
| RIBBONS.. :
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YOU DID - / \
DO NOT : '
NOT COME ND IE ¥ L f .
| e 25| lmomen ([7h 0 mew |
"1 SUFFER purrose.. | |Much Time, [ A HIM k
INJURIES! YOU'LL GIVE | A HEAD-ON,
OTHER YOU WON'T |
SHINOBI A | GET AnaY
CHANCE TO I|l \  SCOT-
ARFIVE, ' FREE... -
’__..-'
e

/ \___/

A 4 =
""—l—._-\_.._.—o-'_'_.’ , ).'r'/“._r""

(f_,,.r' e ““H . : o

; / X
J AN

4 PRay TELL,

WHAT

“Id MIGHT THAT
\ FPURFOSE
BE..?

[

—~7 ) ¥
I i
B WE KNOW
LOCKING | /] WHAT WE'RE
FOR..? L:.__ : \ LOOKING
s FOR IS
HERE...
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SUITON
SULTINHEK]! MNINJA
WATER STYLE ART!
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I-' TRUST YOU,
KAKASHI,

TO HAVE SUCH
| A SHARF
SEMNSE OF

i\F-‘EFlCEF'TIDN...

FURTHER
MORE, THAT

HE WOULD LISE

THE SHURIKEN IN
HIS RIGHT HAND
AS ADECOY TD
DISTRACST ME..
WHILE
LALNCHING A

SLITON ATTACK ¢

AT MY FEET.

—

WHAT SFEED..!
| COULDW'T
FOLLOW HIS
| SIEN-WEAVIRG

AT ALL..
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HI |
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HEH HEH..,
IMFRESSIVE,
THAT THE
MIRROR MIRJA
HAS MASTERED
MY FORMER #

N\

\

F

VILLAGE'S me—mmeme

NN
% NN
Ry
AWATER | |
DOPFEL-. :
EANGER?!!
s

—

'.l SANGER. !

THIS v?-

ONE'S THE [ ——
SHADOW
DOPPEL- [
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7 i 7/ DONTLET
| YOUR GUARD

| | CAN'T |  DOWN.. HE'S
. BELIEVE | | SOMEONE WHO
| HE'S THIS | | ROSE TO BLACK
\ GOOD.. / | OPSSGUAD
N e \  COMMANDER
e f )~ BY THE TIME
R o i HEWAS 13,

NO,

ACTUALLY,
HE'S BETTER.
HE HASMN'T
EVEN BEGUN |
TO SHOW
HIS TRUE
STRENGTH.




/
“ HOWEVER |

/

f

"ﬁgﬁﬁfﬁ? ) IMPRESSIVE, y
t GENETICALLY \,.,_..// Lig HYEE'
\ FTER J NOT EVEN
\ OF LICHIHA
\ S . BLOCD.. |
; ~HAVE
| 5 NO i MASTERED
| MATCH j' ; THE |
| FOR THAT ' SHARINGAN |
\ EYE. THIS MUCH... |
-rr'*rhh {1 /
?‘: . ) . —
IT GETS ~ THAT'S"

D

.

TRLUE

MY CLAN'S }
STRENGTH! I
[

\vesy -

FATIGUED = RIGHT .

oo You
EMNOW WHY
THE LCHIHA
CLAN HAS
BEEN
LALDED AND
FEARED AS
THE MOST
FOWERFLUL...7,
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| YOU TWO,
. DON'T
Ry LOOK HIM




<

READ
‘I‘HI5<<
WAY

ONLY

CAN

ANOTHER
SHARINGAN

HANDLE
HIM NOW.

/" LISTEN
[ cLOsELY,
| BOTH OF YOU,

O NOT
OFEN YOUR
EYES, NQ
MATTER
WHAT ..

MEET EYES ',
WITH HIA |
RIGHT NOwW, |
YOU'LL BE 7~
FINISHED.

f ~ONE CAN
RESIST
THIS
MANGEKYO
\ 7O SOME
'l.\ EXTENT.

A

h

IF ONE
POSSESSES l
THE
SHARINGAN...

SASLIKE

OMNLY
SOMECNE
WITE:E ﬁ:reu ~ TSUKLYOMI,
AND A THE
SHARINGAN NIGHTMARE
CAN STOP REALM!
ME!

BUT YOou
CANNOT
BREAK THIS
SPECIAL
SHARINGAN
JUTSL...

~







S

-

1

/ FOR THE NEXT
| 72 HOURS..
| YOuwILL BE
ﬂ CONTINUALLY

STABBED OVER

\ AND OVER

iN THE TSUKLTYOMI
DREAMSCAPE,
| COMPLETELY
CONTROL TIME,
SPACE, AND EVEN
ALL SUBSTANCE.

—{(




?
KEEF |

YOUR 1
EYES = I.'. z
SHUT! N ? &
P
i
| S A S W)

ONE SECOND

THAT GUY'S
TALKING AND WHAT'S
L byl GOING
SECOND YOU e
HIT THE ON?!
GROUND!!
F I ST
wHy noT [0 T unML. | SEE..
JUST KILL THREE DAys
Mﬁ'&”ﬁ@ il HM... ME? I THAT
OVERUSED | AFTER ALL IF HE 1At REALM AND
THOSE EYES THAT THE WANTED  / -LESS THAN
OF YOURS | FOOL'S TO HE A MOMENT
YOU KNOW | | SPIRIT IS COULD...7]} = EAEEICE)D Ew
| M MNE....
THAT'S / INTACT.. A "
DANGEROUS... ] \M Ili
7\

Lo

¥
o u L)
o

i
UGH., |
IT'E-ETJLL._J
ﬁFFEI{II"I.".’GI
Ij




i

'=-p-=-| ’_'|| |

\ il
: :_ A ’
_ A\ K ( |'|||I




THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO masAasHI
myY FERSONAL HISTORY, FART 29 CHAFTER 3

SO | IMMEDIATELY WENT TO BUY THE ISSUE OF JUMF, BUT mY
HANDS WERE TREMBLING SO MUCH | COULDN'T HOLDON TOIT
VERY WELL. MY HEART WASN'T JUST FOUNDING, IT WAS BOUND-
ING. | SOMEHOW MANAGED TO FAY FOR THE JUMF, AND | LOOKED
FOR THE ANNOUNCEMENTS FAGE RIGHT AWAY. | SWEAR | ALMOST
COLLAFPSED!

WHICH IS ITP! DID | WINT! DID | NOT WINT! WHICH IS 1T, DARN IT 7!
WITH SUCH IRBATIONAL TENSION, | EAGERLY FLIFFED THOUGH
THE PAGES! (| BET | DIDN'T GET IT, BARN IT!!) AND SO, | FINALLY
REACHED THE FPAGE BEFORE THE ANNOUNCEMENT FAGE FOR
THE FEBRUARY HOF 77 STEF AWRARD, AND | SLOWLY TURNED THE
FAGE.

THIS ART LOOKS KIND OF FAMILIAR...

THAT WAS MY FIRST IMPRESSION, ...THEN, IT STARTED SINKING IN...

.. THESE DRAWINGS... THEY'RE MY DRAW-
INGS... THEY'RE MY DRAWINGS! ..WHICH
MEANS...

AND THEN, OBLIVIOUS TO ALL THE FOLK WHO WERE IN THAT
CONVENIENCE STORE, | SUDDENLY CRIED OUT:

"WHOA, WHOA"

1 SO COULDN'T SPFEAK CLEARLY | MUST HAVE SEEMED LIKE A
DERANGED LUNATIC WHO WAS CHANTING SOME WEIRD SFPFELL
~FROBABLY, AND THEN, | STARTED QUIVERING. | WAS SO ECSTATIC
| THOUGHT | WAS GOING TO EXPLODE, AND | EXITED THE STORE.
-SUDDENLY, FOR NO EXPLAINABLE REASON, | VIOLENTLY THREW
THE JUMF ACROSS THE ROAD. THE MAGAZINE FLEW THROUGH
THE AIR, FAGES FLAFFING! | DON'T KNOW IF IT WAS A REMNANT
SUBCONSCIOUS REFLEX FROM MY FORMER BASEBALL DAYS, BUT
| DO REMEMBER RECEIVING QUITE A FEW COLD STARES FROM
FASSERSBY, THEY WERE FROBABLY THINKING, (WHAT THE...! WHO
IS THIS WHACKED-OUT GUY...P'! WHAT A WEIRDO...[), BUT, YOU KNOW
WHAT, | DON'T CARE AT ALL! IT'S THE HAFPFIEST MOMENT OF MY
21 YEARS OF LIFE, SO TOUGH!!
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THE
FOURTH
HOKAGE'S




IS

HOW Many
YEARS HAS
IT BEEN
SINCE THE
LAsT TIME
YOLU WERE

:| __,.|_-..
L _1.-:'1?"'-"”
.-l‘! = J.‘..'_.—\.-'.' J.
x | :Fl ) -

.4"‘“—-*“




I'LL TRAIN

NARUTO
FROM

NOW ON...

BuUT..EVEN
SOMEONE
OF YOUR
FEMARKABLE
ABILITIES
MIGHT NOT
BE ENOUGH
TO GET HIM
READY...

FOR A
LOmMS TIME
HE KEFPT
MOSTLY TO
HIMSELF..
BUT THEM..

THE THIRD
HOMAGE WaS
.:‘ WISE TO PLACE
Lol THE By
gt "’I UNDER YOUR
iy SUPERVISION,
3 HE'S BEEN
WELL LOOKED

- VE BEEN
KEEFING AN
EYE ON
OROCHIMARL
EVER SINCE
THE DaY HE
FLED
KONOHA...

EVIDENT HE
WIOILILD
RETURN...

WHATEVER
0o You




READ
< TH|5<<
WAY

ORGANI-
ZATIOMN? |

JOINED AN
ORGANIZATION.

AT FIRST _
"III THEY STUCK TO | DON'T
[ SMALL-SCALE REALLY HAVE
CLOWE AnDr A LOT OF
CAGRGER STLUFF, DETAILS, BUT IT
, NOTHING SEEMS TO BE
I DRAMATIC. BUT A Small
\ YOU KNEW SYNDICATE OF
: H. SOMETHING NINE SHINOBSI
Ble Was MTHAT CallLs

. \GGMINE
7N

ol !

|
ITSELF THE =
M*Tﬁi/ =

CONSID-
ERING WHO
THEY ARE.

f

ALMOST ALL

| [ OF THEM |

\ | AL ARE LISTED | A

| _ S-CLASS IN THE | &
\ Gﬂlmt[ﬁlj';r__‘ s! BINGC | A
\\ BooK.. Ndl [ 2



/ WHERN NINE
SHINOBI LIKE

SO THAT GET y
YOU SEE TOGETHERIT'S # J
WHERE NOT BECAUSE | .
THIS IS

THEY WANT TO -'L..

GOING...7 DO CHARITY [=

LTS ; RECENTLY
..:'l.l"u"l‘-‘“LE ‘I My THE GROUFP
THE OTHERS wH ; < T
B bl L:{ : K : g . STARTED |I
AND :p;-‘.l.e . L) |- o | SPLITTING I
= i g gl LIP...
DISPFERSED .. = - - OROCHIMARL |II

".. WENT OFF ON |

N \ HIS OWRN... ,."
BEEN 7

SEARCHING .

FOR NEW
JUTSLL.
AMONG
OTHER

THINGS...



/ ANY \
| PROOF |
| THAT ONE |
:I |TEM GN
| THEIR
J  SHOPPING |

n LIST HAS |
- & NINE
| \  TAILS?!

o LIT'S A
| I 'I,‘ DASTINGT
i V1, | POssBILITY. |

IT MAKES
SENSE, THE
NINE-TAILED

FOX. DOES
HAVE ONE OF
THE HIGHEST

LEVELS OF
CHAKREA, ..



OR LATER,
N.ﬂ-}ﬂ_.l TD."S .I' i I!{ﬂ.l{.ﬂ.fhl‘ﬂ 15t
GOING TO T /i

HAVE TODEAL [T

WITH WHO '“=- L
AND WHAT HE \J

REALLY IS, / t‘é‘

SOONER \ ] \

TO YOU TO

TEACH HIM —i| FOR NOow,
.t - FOCLUS
HOW TO e 2k
USE HIS 4

SHARINGAN...

SINCE o ed
ITACHI'S }“-L‘-'-.i |

FART OF THE
ORGANIZA-
TICN,

If AND I'LL

—=| KEEF AN EYE

T: OnN NARLUTO,
LEAVE HIS
TRAINING

ol N Tome.
';E';'.'|."E“| ‘\ ]

L

'|i ]
7 ||
oy L |
. YOU SEEK...
THE NINE-
. TAILED FOX
L: INSIDE
,'l.p = NARUTO? |




YOU'RE..
NOT THE
ONLY ONES,
ARE YOU? .

YOU CALL

YOURSELVES [0

\
it B
\
N

/ KISAME.. !
I CHANGE

OTHER TWOo  WERE

\SAPPEAR.  TRKING
DISAPPEAR.  [roer

WITH LS.




!JII.':.‘/I,;,# ]

|
III

WH...
WHAT !




.

 KONOHA
. [GORIKI
YseNPU!
SEVERE N\




WHAT DO £

WE HAVE (7
HERE?” |
. KONOHA'S
\ & NOBLE
N BLUE
THE LEAF BEAST..
VILLAGE'S
FIERCEST
BEAST OF

BATTLE?




<

¢

HE'LL LONT
SNARE LOOK
YO I ITACH! I

HIS THE EYE,
JUTSU!! GUY!!

THAT HE
COuLD
FUSH
KAKASHI
THIS
FAR..

f S ve ALREAL::\
7

[ MASTERED s
. IE COUNTER- | : A You DON'T
EH.:-Q;EWEAN | A HAVE TO
TLE ; ~ .Iht. ! TELL ME
( TECHNIQUES - | T THE
\ F'Riéné 3% my | ! = 7 a'l"u oBVIOUS!! ;"
. AGAINST [0 — ) _
KAKASHI!

P

-




-

/.-"/_\ =il
JUST KEEF \

YOUR SIGHT ON
THEIR FEET AT

G0 UF AGAINST
THE SHARINGAN,

WHEN YOUI \
YOU ONLY NEED

TO AVOID .'
ALL TIMES, AND , P A MEETING YOUR |
YOU GAN STILL Sl LS OPPONENT'S |
READ THEIR ELL ; EYES! /
MOVEMENTS

\HND ﬁaar;y

/ | SUPPOSE 50... NOW
i YOU SIMPLY NEED TO THAT YOu
ACGUIRE THE KMNACK
MENTION IT,
FOR DISCERNING AN | | TaaT DoES
A OFFONENT'S MOVE- MAKE
MENTS JUST FROM SENSE
4" THEIR FEET, BLUT.. ’
N
YOU'RE
FROBABLY
THE ONLY
ONE OF
US... WHO
IS AnY
GOO00 AT
IT. / il
/ l\
7 = /
. . /
. . BUT IN THIS
TO LEARN WE BONT
i - WE DONT
DAY . HAVE THAT
" 2 LLIXLIRY,
M ¥ | "_'H_FF‘-‘""
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nann
THls«
WAY

SUMA /
( l?ﬂLJ'FIE' l KURENAI!
GOING TO | G&_?I: Iﬂ?_H.EEHI
\ BE BACKING | o TH

MEDICS!!

4 o <
\‘x-
~UNTIL
THE ANBLU
BLACK OPS ALL WE
REINFORCE- NEED TO DO
MENTS THAT IS BUY SOME
| REGQUISI- TIME..
TIONED
ARRIVE!! -
// /
J
3 N \‘x___,_.ﬁ
f KISAME, . 'L
1" =
C.ALLWE |




ASITIS, e
THIS IS5 HERE TO
NOT THE START A
WRY TO DO o,
THIS...
LET'S GO.




| GET STUCK
TAGGING
ALONG WHILE

YOU O YOUR
FESEARCH
FOR ANOTHER
ONE OF YOUR
FERVY

IVE &OT
TO TRAIN...
MASTER
KAKASHI'S
GOING TO
TEACH MIE ALL
SORTS OF NEW

JUuTsU, LIKE
THE CHIDORI!!

| SWEAR,
MASTER
KAKASHI'S
BEEN FLAYING
FAVORITES
LATELY!

TIME FOR COVER,

THERE'S A i
PARTICULAR 12 NO
| DON'T A RESEARCH

co JAUNT YOU

'I_“J/ SIGH.,
L koW THIS NO,
REAL COOL ND
JUTSU | TH

A\ THE CHIDORL.., A

MIGHTIER THAN )

SAGE, WHAT
YOU 0O ON
YOUR TIME IS
YOUR BUSI-
NESS! BUT
IVE GOT
MORE
IMFORTANT
THINGS TO
0O THAN

WELL... LH._. |
DON'T KNOW

BESIDES, HOW TO Saf
THIS WOMAN, THIS NICELY,
SHE'S A REAL ‘ BUT | DONT
LOOKER.. | THINK THAT

KNOW YOU'LL
WANT TO
MEET HER!

YOU'RE CUT




.

CON'T YOU JUST LET
CARE LEAVE ME GO PACK
WITHOUT ME, some sTUFF!
FERWY I'LL BE
RIGHT

LIKING
HIML.




ALL
RIGHT-!!,
I'M GOING 5
N TO GO

i —

IT'S NOT
LIKE
WE RE YOU'RE
HOLING A LITTLE
LIF I TOO

SOME n |-
MOLINTAIMN EA;#:.E
FOR A KID..




. MEET KISHIMOTO'S ASSISTANTS
0 \ PART SEVEN
il eTey | *
OIRYET ANOTHER NEW, YOUNG ASSISTANT HAS
JOINED OUR NARUTO STAFF. AS ALWAYS,
WELL BE INTRODUCING, HIM HERE.

r| ir"i ‘

”iﬂ i

PROFILE —

* STILL FRESHLY SCRUBBED,

YOUNG AND SPRIGHTLY,

*NO MATTER HOW STARTLED,
MANAGES TO SAY "WOW" IN
A NORMAL TONE OF VOICE.

« PRETTY SHARF-EYED.

*HAS BAGS UNDER HIS EYES,

*ASOCCER LADWHO |15
OBSESSED WITH SOCCER.

« MANLY IN A CASLUIAL WAy,

JOB: BETA [THE ARTIST THAT
SPOTS THE SOLID BLACKS IN
HAIR AND CLOTHING],

TONING, AND BACKGROUNDS,
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s o 144 The Pursuers

LI

SO WHAT
KIND OF
AMAZING

REALLY DON'T

ENOW HOW

HEY... YOU F '_

DISTINGUISHED o
\ 1AM DOYOU.7 | : “ﬁ.ﬁ“
\ TO

TEACH
ME THIS
TIMEF! ;

\

1 axees e o0 |
| il g SAGE IS JUST
= EVEN A AN ALIAS!
_J CRYING BLT NE
CHILD! MORE
J DISGUISES!
e E—ly
j NORTH, SOUTH, /(
. WEST, EAST! |
LORD | AM THE TOAD [
JIRAIYA, MASTER, THE |
THAT'S WHITE-HAIRED [.
ME!! FRODIGAL :
it SON, ONE OF
THE
THREE GREAT
SHINOBI!
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. —
- Y W\
= __._‘_‘_\_H I n IL\I ___-'-'_‘—l-\_h\_‘_‘l‘.\.l\.\l\I
N\ Loe s s / |
‘\Ill _:.L_,_‘,.o- — ||'
i e o g
| TOLD YOu, Fa e HEY!
MY NAME 15 4 2.
JIRAIA... =
SHEESH...
..THE FACT
THAT SUCH AN A
IMPRESSIVE o
"H_—ﬁ.._ PERVY SAGE
J = ASKED ME TO E::
. BE HIS TRAVEL %
; COMPANION 5, ¢
MEANS '
SOMETHING,
RIGHT? 4
L\
'I.\
IT MEANS
I'VE GOT
SOME
INCREDIBLE
TALENT
HIDDEN
INSIDE WE,
RIGHT?
- -‘//'j
S 5

MAYBE CUZ
SRS HEY
o !
AS MAE IN HEr

ORDER TO BE
INITIATED INTO
SAGE-LEVEL

iﬂE-H
HEH.

SUFER- =
JUTSU..P £
_ - SO WHY f R
ol CHOOSE  \
b i ) ME? f




- =
o
A
¥ .'."'Hll"' s Lr‘:-"
Tl ba
1|... 2 T .._J i
il - iy,
- = ™
s L ;
i P ) iy
b -
Pt |
)
.-'-F.-__\-\- J
K
\‘-IR‘ A\
"..-'
WELL... x
| SLIFFOSE
THAT'S |
YVHY. i
1=
i, .

YOU KNOW..
A LONG
TIME AGD,
THE FOLURTH
HOKAGE WAS

MY STUDENT,
.l-.} - l-l-_.'

AND YOU SEE,
IT'S ALMOST
FLINMNY HOW
MLICH YOuU
KING OF
REMIND ME
OF HIM...




HUHF

YO SAVED
ME FROM
THE SAND
GALINTLET.

IT
WAaSHN'T
ME...

| | oOH NARUTO'S
| | MM OW r oF e
' NARUTO'S | | COME ON, A THE ONE
' SOTTEN SASUKE!D | WHO
| STRONGER | YOU'RE G \ RESCUED
| g eur || Aawwsso WX\ R \ YOu.
| THAT SAND | l"; MODEST. ) R
|I FELLOW... |
1 s
=
7 ‘\R v
| l_..r-’
ITS i
TRLUE.
| [
.I -I'll- L
\ F |



STRENGTH |
THAT IVE |
| NEVER SEEN |
, FROM HIM /

BEFORE.
\ -f
/

N A

il
I EVEN \ | &7
SHOWING A Y @

— Pl
i, A
# L

HE FOUGHT
DESFERATELY
IN ORDER TO
SAVE YOU.




A




DAYs, WHEN HE |
Vas CalLlLED AV

UNBELIEVABLE
rrOGRESS NI

SOME MASSIVE
POWER HIDDEN
INSIDE HIM™

4 I T &
= HOW CAaN
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AND

[ YEAH..IF \

EVENIF | WE FACED [ EVENIF YOU
| HAD qutE _ OFF, WE HESINA | - | T
BACKLUF, IT = o MIGHT END DlFFE:.EmeN\ m"-ﬁ? tT?f '
FPROBABLY | UF KILLING LEAGUE. |\\ “i | AE:_;.:JEI |'r:[j

THE OUT-

},- W\ NOT 50 SURE

AT THE
VERY LEAST,
WE'D HURT
EACH
OTHER
BADLY.
e el
e 4 G aEA
| a8 / WITH HIM AS / bl
OUR ENEMY, by FreLLY
y. - YEAH... EVEN THE 3 Ly I* FINDIMNG HIM
T = g / HOWEVER TITLES || AT THE RameEN
E = KONOHA'S e b L
UCHIHA CLAN oL
AND SEVEN Vs Cie oF
THE THREE
NINTA REA
SWORDSMEN G DFEHE‘E‘;BI
OF THE MIST LEGEND
PALE IN ’
COMPARISON.,
EVEN THE
STRONGEST
HEROES
HAVE THEIR
WEAK-
NESSES..
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l:\dh.:":l & 1' ::‘i-'*lt
N ATV
g el . 3
=g 3 X
; r e e
- __.._;]E"“'| .
—= l |_J (1§ Jr_.-ll‘ F

— » i
- A TR
& % WV o i )
e 2 : k] ._'ITf.I _‘]I_r:':_-
e Jl d; .: '-;,‘_.‘ § EI— -E"::
d"_-. i - '\—rd.f"‘:}._—;ﬁ Tl:, H:'ll-ﬁ .'J-
- —— 1-_-_; .I _:-§=_-?
= 1:"7 ?;:H fl F-‘:-:f-"n -

= : LGS T
7/J+T'5 EASY T / FrROM 1\

| TO FIND iy | THEIR |

NARLITO I f‘:* ;_T-;-II EEHFMIE}F.:', =
| THE VILLAGE.. w5/ ~ I;I'Etéﬂnl’fﬁxg i
| ANE PG 8t LBUT CoNT W SRS B {
KNOWS A = HEY'VE
\ e 4 _YOU THINK EOUND & )
ll'q. WUTQ_': = TH.I':"TIS C-.-]‘I:?D-.- T I||—
FACE. | THEYVE “\""i"'f%.’ ©
A ALREADY | >~1E // ~
|

BEEN HERE | - ;‘T‘
INSIDE THE | 4
P -d-"'.’l"-

i

= VILLAGE. A




READ
< THI5<<
WAY

P - = W jf — T I_.l
) )/
_.:" '/ o
AND - v g
THAT ISITTRUE | _——<]
HE'S THAT ITACHI
AFTER SHOWED UP |
MNARLUTO IN TOWR,.. 7! 'Ir
OH...
L NOTHING
REALLY...

¢

o

| AND WHAT |
ARE ALl |
YOU JONIN |
DOING
| HERE..
WHAT THE
HECKS

GOING r"

ome! Fi




WHY DOES
IT ALWAYS
HAVE TO
BE LIKE

THIS!

I

THIS
VILLAGE !

0¥
%mm
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HF'__ 2 ¥ — |
I 1 ':';.3:'.4__ - noem L = — ' . ] —
| |_ = e _ [
4 2 |
L | =1 |
o— | B P . |
o : | [ - . | | i ANY
o, Y “— LARES Y CASE.. \
ey frmeagd e (N /OVES (IR IFHEGETS |
ey Sl YNNI AL AHOLDOF | '
L 4 -r'”! ||I | -.__..-:'.-J_ [ 1 : ﬁ", HiM. [ ,__\-.
__:- 1 o ; "_"'__". MRUTDIE
W—_ - PRl FINISHED!!
. <
- HEY, MISTER'
Ill | KINOW
| NARUTO WAS A
. HERE FOR .
] LUNCH! -
L DO YOU | WON'T | =
“d HAVE ANY o LET THAT :
IDEA WHERE [~ HAPPEN! | B
| HE WENT i
] AFTER- = \
q WARDS?! — pL—..‘_h
_II_ — ;@fﬁ.-‘ .I'-'.'J.J|I beie 4 ]
g ' L =1 ' Ny
j I/ | THEY DID ez el [
LHH... | | MENTION | |gememBER '
JIRAIYA?! SOMETHING =3 GOING RIGHT..  NARUTO
. AL ABOUT SOME . SOME- LORD EH,
NEARBY TOWN o WHERE.. JIRAITA b,
WHERE THERE | /™ came |\
ISAPLEASURE YT %— 4 |aLonG AND |l 7~
DISTRICT... - ATERAMEN | '
y / | WITH H|mh..f. i ¥
L ~ E— | R
L " ri.l i
LAND HE % s
WENT OFF it = 1 ‘\
TOGETHER i ,M_,.__-;— ' 1Y
WITH LORD 2l || o |
JIRAITA, e i‘;f- oA
i lll‘l‘k | I '.
‘\-I '_I ' | | ¥ \\
'-' | Pt ] L
B’ 3" .
| - {J LORD |
h ) JIRAITA .
WELL, HE may . - ' .
LOOK LIKE AN i / ONE OF THE
ORDINARY — FRODIGAL J
| WHITE-HAIRED { SHINOBI
BIG GUY AT FIRST | THREE... |,
i SIGHT, BUT... 1 [ 4' ¥
"'\ rl : ! _‘—i—I-'"'-..I |
L S o . |
. 2
L e e / \
W, Y :.:' _-__.-" = '|I il |
! |



ONE, YOU OUGHT
TO SIT DOWN
AND BUY A BOWL

IF YOU'RE GOING
TO ASK SOME- ===
THING OF SOME- .

Il
n

THIS FLACE
SEEMS
MIGHTY




NARUTO!

YOU GAN'T
DRAG ME
HERE AND
THEN JUST
LEAVE ME!!

LOOK
AT HER!!

GO UF TO
THE ROOM

FPRACTICE
MANIPULATING
YOUR CHAKRA!




M ABOUT 3%

I SUPERVISING N3, W)
||y \
TRAINING,..?!!
II

THAT PERVY

SAGE, HE'S
ALWEYS
LEAVING ME
HANGING!!

-CITY'S NOT=———
—THATFAR=

S50 many
INMNS! O |
JUST HAVE
TO KNOCK
ON EVERY

DOOR™!

1S

(Forehead:

FOOL-FACED
BLONDIE
ABOUT MY

HAIRED BI&
GUY STAYING

HETY, ‘
THERE A

AGE...

AND A
WHITE-

HERE?!

Haku Hatsu Chun, or White Green Center which is a Mah Jong tile formation.)
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j:'_i

AaH!
| WONDER IF
IT COULD BE
THEM... YES,
| BELIEVE
L=

:' - - m—— SS—

| = L __WHAT,
A — COMING

i | V— HOME

-REJECTED

————

=—— _ALREADY? /|

-+ _-.'
L .

=

= —

= naruo! [ 4,

—




SHEESH, *
ALL RIGHT

I'm
COMING,
'm
COMING!

ALREﬁlﬂY.'
lﬂfﬁr |
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TO BE CONTINUED IM dARLITE VOL ., IT!
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