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Naruto has been going for four
years already. And, if | do say so
myself, | think I've worked pretty
hard... So | thought to myself,
feeling pretty good about it out
on the porch. I'll keep giving it my
best in year five/

—Masashi Kishimoro, 2003

Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college,
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits;
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan,
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Twelve years ago a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit
attacked the ninja village of Konohagakure. The Hokage,
or village champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul

into the body of a baby boy. Now that boy, Uzumaki Naruto,

has grown up to be a ninja-in-training, learning the art
of ninjutsu with his teammates Sakura and Sasuke.

Maruto and company take on the Chinin Selection Exams
but suffer a sudden attack from Orochimaru in the Forest
of Death. Orochimaru leaves a curse mark on Sasuke’s body
and vanishes, only to return during the final round to launch
Operation Destroy Konoha! While Naruto barttles Gaara,
the Third Hokage falls to Orochimaru.

Jiraiya, taking Naruto along for training, sets out on a
journey to find the Fifth Hokage, Tsunade. Meanwhile,
Orochimaru makes Tsunade a proposition: in exchange for
healing his arms, he would revive her deceased loved ones.
As Tsunade struggles to decide, Jiraiya and Naruto arrive on
the scene. YWhat will Tsunade choose...!!
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, FART 30: NO. |

THIS TIME MY STORY 1S ABOUT MY DARK AND DEFPRESSING
YOUNGER DAYS... IWAS A FOURTH YEAR COLLEGE STUDENT
AND GRADUATION WAS RIGHT AROCUND THE CORNER.

STILL, I HAD MADE NO PROGRESS AT ALL TOWARD
BECOMING A WANGA ARTIST. I FELT DOWN ALL THE TIME...

I HAD BEEN DRAWING THINGS LIKE BOYS' ACTION AND STUFF,
BUT NO MATTER WHAT I DREW IT ALWAYS CAME OUT LOCKING
DULL AND TYPICAL. EVERYTHING WAS TOTALLY, UNIFORMLY
REJECTED. LOOKING BACK ON THOSE DAYS NOW, I'D SAY
THAT THEY WERE PROBABLY THE MOST DIFFICLLT OF MY LIFE.
CHANGING YOURSELF EVEN A LITTLE REQUIRES MUCH MORE
EFFORT THAN YOU THINK... TRANSFORMING MYSELF FROM
AYOUNG MAN WHO JUST ADORED MANGA INTO A
FROFESSIONAL MANGA ARTIST... THAT WAS A MASSIVE
CHANGE FOR ME AND IT REGQUIRED AN ENORMOUS

AMOUNT OF ENERGY.

HAVING DREAMT ABOUT BECOMING A WANGA ARTIST, IFELT
ALITTLE TRIUMPHANT AFTER RECEIVING A MANGA AWARD,
IFELT AS THOUGH I HAD COME CLOSER TO BECOMING A FRO.
I HAD NO INTENTION OF SHOWING OFF MY AwaRo, AND 1
DON'T THINK THAT I DID. HOWEVER, DEEF DOWN I WAS
THINKING, "WELL, I CAN RELAX A BIT NOW. AFTER ALL, IVE
WON AN AWARD."

BUT EVEN NOW I SOMETIMES THINK THAT wWAS THE BIGGEST
MISTAKE OF MY LIFE. LIKE I SAID, CHANGING ONESELF TAKES
A LOT OF ENERGY, BUT MY RECEIVING THAT AWARD DIDNT
MEAN THAT I HAD CHANGED THROUGH MY OWN EFFORTS;

IT WAS JUST AN ILLUSION THAT MADE IT LOOK THAT WAy,

AT OUR FIRST MEETING, MY EDITOR MR, YaHAGI GAVE ME A
WORD OF ADVICE: "IT'S AFTER YOU WIN AN AWARD THAT THE
HARD FART COMES...." OVER. TIME I CAME TO UNDERSTAND
WHAT HE MEANT.

I THINK NOW THAT WINNING AWARDS OR NOT DOESN'T
REALLY MATTER VERY MUCH. WINNING AN AWARD DOESN'T
MAKE YOU A PRO. YOU'RE ONLY A STEF LIF FROMW BEING JUST
A MANGA LOVER. A TRUE PRO IS ATOTALLY DIFFERENT THING.
I KNOW THAT NOW. BUT THAT IS A TRAF THAT FEQOFLE WHO
HAVE JUST BEGLUN THEIR CAREERS AS MANGA ARTISTS
TEND TO GET CAUGHT IN. I'M NO EXCEFTION, AND IT TOOK
ME A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF TIME AND EFFORT TO GET
OUT OF THAT TRAP... BUT THAT'S A STORY TILL CONTINUE
ANOTHER TIME... BOY...THAT'S A DISMAL STORY...






1 luke THe=e\/|
TWO KNCAY
EacH
OTHER. | ;

o










_-=§ i
i FGHTING
= '—_'—_i"l. ERAMNMNY




THAT'S
RIGHT...
I' AN
OTOGA-

KURE

] VUHAL .
ﬁ / WHAT RE
| ICOLLECTED o ¥ L

vl INFO ON YOU TALKING [

S ToO, NARLITO. ABOUT? | |

: f I‘r 1 wANDT o
el ﬁ | D'Ei:'f:"""EREE YOURE \-\ -
R | SOMETHING, KIDOING, | -

L FIGHT? k@c_\
i e . ke i ‘1."'\- Fa

== f -
= o £~ '
"'/ \ .ﬂ-’.-'—:__—_p-_—ll T'GUJHE
( YOU DON'T | DIFFERENT
| HAVE WHAT | FROM
'|I IT TAKES | SASLIKE.
. TOBEA |

| SHINOCEBI.




DON'T TRKE
IT ALL ON
YOURSELF.




RIGHT
NOWY,
YOU'RE
NOTHING
BUT A
TINY BUG...

SUFEE, 1
EXFECTED
SOMETHING
FROM THAT

DEMON

SEALED
INSIDE YOU.

-

BLIT MO,
BEING FacCE
TO FACE WITH
THE THREE
GREAT SHINOEN,
TYOURE A
TOTAL DISaF
POIMNTMENT.

FLT
O AS
TOLIGH

ALK
AS o
WANT....

YOURE
JUST AN
OUT-OF-
FLACE
LITTLE
GEMNIM,







TLL
HIT 'Em
FROMW
THE RIGHT
WHERE
HE CAN'T
GUARD!




L7




N,
N

W BN

2, B

N\
3N

W H', W 7797 7

e
S

|

.'l]l

1

71 3ROV |

REACTION
SPEED IS
SLOw...!




WITH HIS
HEAL-




| THANKS
| FLASMWA 5H|.E_'LJNE'.'
FILL...T'! J

P

60



READ
< THI5<<
WAY
e

SHIZUNE,
YOU TAKE
FOUR-EYES.

IVE
,ﬂ GOT NO
CHOICE...

TSLnADHE
TO O
SOMETHING
ABOUT My

CONDITION... K/

I NEED \/ \

LBUT
EEFGF'E

f THAT...




TSUMNADE... |
YOU REST
WITH YOUR

FIGEY STAY
HERE AND
FROTECT §
TSUNADE. §

|
—

AN EYE
FOR AN EYE!
AND I'fA
THE OMNLY
ONE WHO
CAN DO IT.

ORDCHI-
MARLI'S ONE
ioF THE
LEGEMNDARY
THREE
LIKE ME,
AND THE

THIRD ;
HOKAGE'S /
KILLER.

THAT ||

ALSO, \

FOUR-
EYESIS AT
THE SAME




IT WON'T \
EVEN 1 7 i WAIT!
WORK AS A —AN
DIVERSION |/ [~*& \ L
acansT  |f | A N\ <
THEM... < = ; / 1
f DON'T USE
] DOPPEL-
IT's A GANGERS,
WASTE OF P‘ ﬁj THEYRE
CcHAaKRA, | USELESS N
| == « THIS CASE.
Faf -r"".::‘.':r'" i Il\‘\

o T 3
g ol
e
[ B E
N #,
i _&’:’- i f
L
)
75,
"q,l(,
. . L ot
" % X te
i
5 L
- o4 il \
W ok i, e
\ . ‘.'j-"ui'ﬁ‘
gl .




)
TN

.

e /) Ll

p .
(g




NOF THE
MEDICIMNE B

THERE'S
; TIME STILL NO
MADE... CURE FOR
MY MOVE! STUPIDITY...
‘ JIRAINA.
65






aeres Shinafif mr.:?:n




+.FROBABLY
DWJEEEE? HIM
WITH SOME-
THING TO

| e TOUSE
| HIm AS A
| SACRIFICE.,

SUPFRESSHIS |

f@\ |

\

MLIST HAVE
DONE

SOMETHING

TO YOLl...
HEHEH,

,_ﬂ
q;:"\ b R
‘ g

EVEN FOR
AN OAF LIKE
YOu, THAT'S

HﬁTHET'Ii’S/'
S

f‘«

L
e

'E.\.r:

ICANT
STAND HEARING
FERVY SAGE
GETTING
INSLLTED
LIKE THAT!

FATHE TIC

AS ALWAYS...

THEYVE
ALREADY
DETECTEDR
My WEAK-




=

AKATSLKL.. -

I v~ oy
p——
ILET HIM
GO THEN
OUT OF
CONSIDER-
ATICON
FOR THE

1
PROBABLY
SHOULDVE |
KILLED |
HIM...

|!.J'

o -
H\T—_\-"'

NINE-TAILED
FOX KID
FROMWM THE
CHUNIN

Y EXAM...
Y

e 4
o

o

___,_....-. = "‘Hh\v/' -q—“"'-._
1'\-\._ F L_,B’f -"'Ir_ BLJ_]' .

r e .
" VY 4 vou )
| IF HE CAN o CERTAIN
| controt 1 | (MEENIRET]  sHINOBI,
THENINE- SEEMS| | gen ~ INCLUDING
.l TAILED S0, f 1 J|m|-ﬂ;‘| J-_Il;-_-‘ﬁ I'._ M?E"EL-F; HND
| || F'C:'E'E . | i MW.-. .'I THE THIHD
L\ POWER. e\ /I\  HOKaGE...

U

[
_r_.r—\._l.-" !

_—— -




HE MEVER
HAD MLUICH
TALENT AS
A SHINOBI

WHATRE YOU
DOING HERE




JUST
GRAB S5OME
MLNCHIES







yomwumm

g /

SWAMF" l/




-

v g

—., THE
MEDICINE
IS STILL

3 L "

¥ = CAN'T SINK

& _THE SMNAKE
LWITH A

AFFECTING ¥ FPUNY SWaAMFP

3 &

]

X

|
i

.

A

T
T

=

9/

———
—— e

H
|

|

i
= i
e
o T =]
J—
y e

i —
—






s

ey

\
e -
B e —

Ay

\ i s _‘#;'"I“I,; ’ {rl Tl

|

W

Xﬁ"hhw 3
e, 1

i
5 a







|
...',f If

ann
- | ‘l W .I:H:II // | :,I;J










r
i

/

| NOW YOUVE

| sTOOPED TO
RUNNING
AROLUNG WITH
THAT KID FOR
THE SAKE OF
THE VILLAGE...

i

iy

HEHEH...
YOLU WERE

ONCE CALLED

| o™

N

i .

THE mAarman

-




My
ABILITY TOD
RECOGMIZE
TALENT IS
UNRIVALED:,.

[ 1vMYEYES,
THAT KID 1S
MOTHING BLIT
MEDIOCRE...

/ ITs
. BORING

TRAINING
A NATURAL
TALENT.

/ You
MEAN YOI
MAT ﬁﬁLL‘I" r |H:'"“EELP hﬁ”
GIFTEDWITH EJH;E OF i
THE SHARINGAN, SOME-
BECALSE  AND THAT BOY OMNE WHO
NARLITO HAS NO HOPE REMINDS
SNT OF WINNING, YOU OF
DOE THE YOURSELF
HAVE AT THAT

AGE?

SHINOB
TALENT LIES
N WHETHER

/ 5UEEE5T5 Sed  ORNOT ONE
i E‘;{ AN LSE AMND

MASTER ALL
THE JUTSU IN
THE WORLDE. /s

|.. -'I -3 y Jlk‘k} _ g e I .
-... '-T .-'!-'p ,-"--.“I )

oA
|9ea

A NIMNIA IS
ONE WHO
WIELDS
MNINJUTSL,




f SHINOBI
f TALENT
HAS
MROTHING
TO O
WITH
THAT...

| LONEWHD [
| ENDURES.
.. ,=|
‘ .r'.l I'.
Ty
\ 7 | .
E o 1 [ one
mosT | .'
TALENT /
OF Fora | < ¥ TEACH EDICEE’;:
M

JUTSLL... SHINOEN... | \ YOLL...

OPINION,
EH7

*.'I. THE
E_] IMFORTANT
‘h THING




..HAVING \
THE
GUTS TO
NEVER |
GIVE UP. /

N,
.
‘13 -
—
j— ==
1 i
=" LT
k f
AN i

Ilﬁﬂ/

/-

o







THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART 30: NO. 2

IN THE PREVIOUS STORY, I SAID THAT IWAS CALIGHT IN A TRAF.
THIS TRAF WAS A STRONG ONE AND SO ONCE TRAFPFPEDR
I COULDN'T ESCAFE FROM IT EASILY.

AFTER WINNING AN AWARD, MY THOUGHTS WERE: "BECOMING
A FROFESSIONAL WON'T BE FAR OFF NOW THAT I'VE WON

AN AWARD WITH MY WORK, T'LL JUST REARRANGE MY AWARD-
WINNING MANGA KARAKLIRI' AND CREATE ANCTHER STORY.”

IN THIS LIGHTHEARTED STATE OF MING, I CONTINUED WRITING
ANOTHER MANGA. BUT, AS I SHOULD HAVE EXPECTED, MY WORK
WAS CONSISTENTLY TURNED DOWN. I SPENT A YEAR MUCKING
AROUND WITH THE STORY, SETTING AND CHARACTERS IN VAalN,
ARCUNG THIS TIME, I BEGAN TO DOUBT MY TALENT AND ABILITY
AND BEGAN TO THINK THAT I MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO BECOME
AMANGA ARTIST AFTER ALL.

MEANWHILE, MOST OF MY FRIENDS STARTED JOB-HUNTING
AND GETTING JOBS. I, ON THE OTHER HANG, WAS DETERMINED
TO BECOME A MANGA ARTIST AFTER GRADUATING, AND DIDN'T
DO ANYTHING ABOUT GETTING OTHER JOBS AT ALL. SURE
ENOUGH, IWAS A LITTLE SCARED... AFTER ALL, THIS WAS A
PERIOD WHEN I DOUBTED WHETHER I COULD EVEN BECOME A
MANGA ARTIST. BUT CREATING AN ESCAFPE ROUTE WOLULD HAVE
MEANT ACKNOWLEDGING TO MYSELF THAT I COULD NEVER DO
IT.

IWAS IMFATIENT AND WENT ROUND AND ROUND IN CIRCLES
AND GOT NOWHERE. 1 CREATED DRAFTS DESFERATELY
WANTING TO FEEL LIKE A FRO. ALL REJECTS.

IN THE ENDG, I WOUND UP GRADUATING FROM COLLEGE HAVING
ACCOMFPLISHED NOTHING.

MY FARENTS HAD SFENT A LOT OF MONEY SENDING ME TO
COLLEGE AND I OWED THEM A LOT, AND NOT JUST FOR THAT.
YET IDID NOTHING TO GET ANY OTHER JOB AND JUST KEFT
TELLING MY PARENTS THAT I WOULD BECOME A MANGA ARTIST
AS THOUGH I WERE IN A DREAM... WY FARENTS WERE STRICT IN
RAISING ME AND SO ITWAS PREFARED FOR A SCOLDING. ON
THE CONTRARY, HOWEVER, THEY SUPFORTED MY UNREALISTIC
DREAMS. ONE DAY MY PARENTS AND MY YOUNGER BROTHER
WERE TALKING ABOUT HOW TO MAKE MONEY FOR HIS COLLEGE
TUITION. MY BROTHER SAID TO ME "WE COULD HAVE BOUGHT A
FERFRARI WITH THE MONEY SPFENT ON YOUR EDUCATION!" THEN
I REALIZED HOW MUCH MONEY IT HAD COST THEM SENDING
ME TO COLLEGE... WHEN I RECALLED MY COLLEGE DAYS
ALWAYS PLAYING MAHJONG WITH MY FRIENDS, I REALIZED HOW
STUPID T HAD BEEN AND FELT ANGRY WITH MYSELF. AROUND
THIS TIME, WY FATHER STOFFPED BY TO TALK OVER HIS IDEAS
OF A NEW MANGA STORY AND CHARACTERS. WHILE LISTENING
TO HIS MOSTLY UNINTERESTING IDEAS, I REALIZED THAT THAD
TO BECOME A MANGA ARTIST SOON AND FUT MY FARENTS AT
EASE. THINGS COULDN'T STAY THE WaY THEY WERE.

TO BE CONTINUED.. IT'S SOO00 DEPRESSING...
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO mAasasHI
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART 30: NO.3

BECOMING A MANGA ARTIST ISNOT SOMETHING ONE DOES TO SATISFY
THEIR FARENTS OR FOR MONEY. BUT AS LONG AS ONE AIMS TO BE A
MANGA ARTIST, VRRICUS CIRCUMSTANCES ARE BOUND TO ARISE ALONG
THE WY, IN THE END, MAKING THESE THINGS GO SMOOTHLY WAS SOMWME-
THING | DID FOR MYSELF... IN OTHER WORDS, IT WAS A PART OF MY
BECOMING A WANGA ARTIST,

TO THAT END, I REALIZED THAT MY LIFE COULDN'T CONTINLUE GOING
THE waY IT HAD BEEN.

I DECICED TO GO BACK TO BASICS AND THOROUGHLY RESTUDY MANGA
FROM THE BEGINNING,

FIRST, I BEGAN WITH THE FOLLOWING QUESTION: WHAT IS A STORY P
THEN I LOOKED LUF THE MEANINGS OF ALL MANGA-RELATED TERMS,
ASKING MYSELF: WHAT DOES THEME FEALLY MEANT WHAT DO EFISODE,
STRUCTURE, CHARACTERS AND DIFECTION MEANT I STLUIDIED THEM
AND TRIED TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THOSE WORDS MEANT AND HOW TO
USE THEM.

WHAT I ACTUALLY DI0 WAS VISIT LIBRARIES AND STUDY THE THINGS
NECESSARY TO CREATE A STORY, SUCH AS HOW TO WRITE A STORY,
MAKING SCENARIO SYNOFSES, MISLEADING, HOOK TECHNIGUES, CATCH,
THREE-ACT STRUCTURE, SET-UF ORDER, HOW TO CREATE AND DISPLAY
CHARACTERS, THEIR ROLES, STORY PATTERNS, AND SO ON... THESE
THINGS I LEARNED BY READING HOW-TD BOOKS ON SCRIFTWRITING
AND BECOMING AWRITER.

I ACTUALLY WATCHED THE MOVIES USED AS EXAMFLES IN THOSE
BOOKS TO LEARN DIRECTING TECHNGUES, CHARACTER DEVELOFP-
MENT AND STORY STRUCTURE. I ALSO READ SUSFENSE NOVELS TO
STUDY METHODS OF LEADING AND HOLDING, TECHNIQUES OF DELIBER-
ATELY NOT USING NOUNS, AND MISLEADING TECHNIGUES NECESSARY
TO MAKE THE STORY ENTERTAINING. IN SHORT, T LEARNED HOW TO
WRITE A STORY BY READING BOOKS.

~BUT I COULDNT ACQUIRE THESE TECHNIQUES JUST BY READING.

S0 I WATCHED LOTS OF MOVIES TO FIND HOW, AND IN WHICH SCENES,
THE TECHNIQUES INTRODUCED IN THOSE BOOKS WERE ACTUALLY
USED AND T WROTE THEM DOWN IN NOTEBOOKS AND STOCKFILED
THEM. THEN I SET ABOUT DEVELOFING THIS MATERIAL AND THUS MADE
THE TECHNIGQUES MY OWN,

I'WROTE OUT EACH LINE OF PLILP FICTION TO STUDY CHARACTERS AND
STORY STRUCTURE. I FEAD NOVELS WRIT TEN BY DAZAl OSamuU TO
LEARN HOW TD TREAT THEME, AND DISCOVERED SOME PATTERNS. T
SUNK MY TEETH INTO WHATEVER I THOUGHT OF AS ENTERTAINVENT
AND SEARCHED FOR ANSWERS TO THE GUESTIONS, "WHAT'S INTEREST -
ING 7' AND "HOW IS IT INTERESTING 7 I WOKE UP IN THE MORNING AND
VISITED LIBRARIES, BOOKSTORES AND VIDEQO STORES.. I SPFENT EVERY
Day LIKE THAT FOR TWO YEARS AFTER GRADLIATING COLLEGE.

I DIDN'T MAKE MANY STORYBOARDS DURING THAT TIME. BUT IT
AFPPEARED THAT MY FIRST VERSION OF NARLITO, A ONE-SHOT MANGA T
WROTE SOON AFTER STARTING THIS RESEARCH, SOMEHOW GAINED
POFULARITY IN AKAMARL JUMFP, ROUGH WORK THOUGH IT WAS,

TO BE CONTINUED. SEE, THE STORY'S GETTING BRIGHTER, RIGHT?
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY PFERSONAL HISTORY, PART 30: NO.4

DURING THE TWO LONG AND BITTER YEARS AFTER COLLEGE,
WHICH WERE STILL ENJOYABLE BECAUSE I COULD FEEL
MYSELF IMPROVING, I ORGANIZED MY OWN METHOD OF
MANGA WRITING IN A NOTEBOCOK. THIS IS THE TOF SECRET
KISHIMOTO MASASHI NOTEBOCOK. IT'S A WASTER PLAN

I CAN'T SHOW ANYBODY!

IN THESE TWO YEARS, I GAINED A LOT OF CONFIDENCE.

SO, WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY I SET ABOUT WRITING MANGA
USING MY CONFIDENTIAL NOTEBOOK. MY THEME WAS BASE-
BALL! AND THE TITLE WAS ¥aKYL/-OH, BASEBALL KING!

AFTER A SHORT TIME, 1 FINISHED THE SCRIFT AND SHOWED
IT TO MY EDITOR, MR, YaHAGI. "IT'S INTERESTING, BUT...I THINK
IT'S A BIT DARK," HE SAID. "BUT I DIDN'T KNOW YOU COULD
WRITE THIS STYLE OF MANGA... YOUVE IMPROVED." I WAS
DELIGHTED TO HEAR THOSE WORDS, ALTHOUGH YaKYL/-OH
FASSED MR, YWHAGI'S CHECK, A HIGHER COMMITTEE
DECIDED THAT THE CONTENT WAS TOO SERIOUS FOR A
BOYS' MAGAZINE... IN SHORT, IT WAS TURNED DOWN,

STILL, ¥k /-OHWAS MY TURNING POINT. THOUGH IT WAS NOT
PUBLISHED, MR. YAHAGI SAIG, "INTERESTING! THIS MANGA IS
CEFINITELY INTERESTING! IT WOULDVE BEEN TOTALLY FINE
FOR A YOUNG ADULT MAGAZINE...” THIS MANGA WAS THE FIRST
WORK OF MINE TO RECEIVE SUBSTANTIAL FRAISE FROMW

MR, YAHAGI, I FELT MY TWO YEARS OF WORK HAD SURE FAID OFF.

FOUR MONTHS LATER, I WROTE A WANGA SCRIFT FOR
ANOTHER BOYS' MAGAZINE AND SHOWED IT TO MR, YAHAG!.
MR, YAHAG| SAIG, "IT'S FERFECT! SOME MINOR FARTS WILL
HAVE TO BE REVISED, THOUGH!" IN THOSE TWO YEARS,
IwAas ABLE TO CHANGE MYSELF ALITTLE BIT. WHAT'S MORE,
I MANAGED TO START A SERIES WITH THAT STORYBOARD,
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