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Oh man, it's spring! | always

get sleepy in spring... I'm just
sleepy... 50 slee.. ... ZZZ.

—Masashi Kishirnoto, 2004

Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college,
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits;
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan,
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Twelve years ago, a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit

attacked the ninja village of Konohagakure. The Hokage,

or village champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul
into the body of a baby boy. Now that boy, Uzumaki
Maruto, has grown up to become a ninja-in-training,
learning the art of ninjutsu with his teammates Sakura
and Sasuke. During the Second Chiinin Exam, Naruto
and the others were attacked by Orochimaru, who left
a curse mark on Sasuke and vanished...

Maruto and Sasuke proceeded to the Chidnin Exam
Finals, but in the middle of the Sasuke vs. Gaara battle,
Orochimaru and company launch Operation Destroy
Konoha, which was stopped when the Third Hokage
sacrificed his own life.

Sasuke, healed by Tsunade, who has become the Fifth
Hokage, leaves Koncha Village with the Sound Ninja
Four... The quintet of Shikamaru, Naruto, Choji, Kiba,
and Neji hastily set out after them...!
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YOU ARE
TO FIGHT
TO THE
DEATH...

AND THE
WINNER
WILL BE
FREED.
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KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S
REJECT MANGA SPECIAL

THE TWO-FAGE SFREAD ABOVE WAS WHAT
WAS ACTUALLY PRINTED IN WEEKLY SHONEN
JUMF, BUT...

WHEN MY TWIN BROTHER SAW IT, HE
PESTERED ME SO MUCH WITH'IT'S SO
UNCOOL," "BORING," "DO-OVER" THAT EVEN
THOUGH THERE WASN'T MUCH TIME, | DID
REVISE AND REDRAW THE TWO FAGES FOR
THIS GRAPHIC NOVEL EDITION.

SO, DEAR READERS, CAN YOU GUESS WHICH
FAGES WERE REPLACED...7?






THE RESULTS OF THE FOURTH CHARACTER
AND FIRST JUTSU POPULARITY SURVEY!!

SURVEY RESULTS /

I3TH PLACE/ TSLINADE D=8 WITES
M TH FLACE/HAKL FHVOTES
I5TH PLACE/ TEMARI 30 VOTES

IETH PLACE/GERMD HSETE BTEVOTES
FTH FLASE NMLUIZ LA KiBA S07 VOTES
IBTH PLACEMIGHT &Ly SET VOTES
HTHFLACE/SHIFAMNL GEMNMA &) IOTES
20TH PLACE/FOURTH HORASE 829 WITES
2I5T FLACE/ AKIMICH CHOJ1 399 VOTES

CONDUCTED IN JAFAN.

Z2MN0 FLACE  CROCHIMAEL! s VWITES
2380 PLACE MAmanlass INo 286 VOTES
29TH PLACE/ AlKAMARL 27 VOTES
25TH PLACE/ABURAME SHING 253 VOTES
26TH FLACE/SARLITOB ASUMA 237 VOTES

YRLUISHI KASUTD
28TH PLACE/ MOMOCH ZABLIZA 20T WOTES
2YTH PLACE/TENTEN I35 VOTES

30TH PLACE! MITARASHI ArikD 20 VOTES
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1 LOT
I0TH FLACE 8 TRESFAAMS
B LS

/. THE REST OF THE CHARACTER POPULARITY SURVEY RESUL r:',./

2ND PLACE [HATAKE KAKASHI
JR0 PLACE/UCHIHA SASUKE
4TH PLACE/NARA SHIKAMARL
5THPLACE/UMING IRLKA
6THPLACEHYUGANE
TTHPLACE/ROCK LEE

6560VOTES
4893VOTES

4700 VOTES
H55VOTES
3222VOTES
2522V0TES

STHPLACE/GAARA |868 VOTES
9TH PLACE/UCHIHA ITACHI | &I VOTES
KTHPLACE/HARUNO SAKURA  [398VOTES
ITH PLACE/ JIRAIA 235 VOTES
[ETHFLACE/HYUGA HINATA 1182 VOTES
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HE EVEN
CARRIES
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GENKAI
JUST LIKE
YOU.
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LLTIMATE
LIBERTY THE
GODS GRANT
US HUMANS...

\

174



VALLIE AS A
VESSEL 1S5

LONG LOST..

THIS
IS A TRLUE
CILEMMA...

|I \'f
THERE
IS A NEW

~HE'S TOO
LATE AT '
THIS POINT

AS WELL.
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FINE,
LET'S..
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DON'T
WORRY,
| WILLLET
YOU OUT OF
HERE...
AND I'LL
GRANT TOU
ONE WISH
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DO NOT
= . BE AFRAID...
' - YOU WILL TOUR STRONG
5% WELL THEN.. H J._h vt oy :
= frdl}— - | THANK 1 | EVERYTHING. REMAIN
BN YOU FOR INSIDE
- b ‘ YOUR BODY. ME AS A
S ~ea L ) f RESIDUAL

ALIFA.




| EVERYTHING...

: Y
LANDIT IS Lﬂm&ré‘:ﬁ} FOR
| DIFFICULT FOR HAVE ANY SURE...
ME TO IDEMNTIFY VALLUE AS
MY TRUE PURPOSE AVESESEL
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