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Naruto's already at volume 24/
In volume 24 of Dragorr Ball*,
Goku was about to fight Ginyu.
It was so awesome, | was way
too hyper reading it... | gotta
make Naruto more exciting!!

—AMgsashi Kishirmoto, 2004

(* Vol. 24 of Dragosr 887 was released 35
Vol. B of Dragorr 8aF Z in the U.S. - Ed.)

Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college,
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits;
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan,
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Naruto was once the bane of the
Konohagakure Ninja Academy. Despite the
rough start, he and his friends Sasuke and
Sakura successfully join the ranks of the ninja.
But during the final tournament of the Third
Chunin Exam, the nefarious Orochimaru
launches Operation Destroy Konoha, during
which the Third Hokage sacrifices his own life.

In the aftermath, Tsunade steps up to become
the Fifth Hokage. Charmed by the power of
Orochimaru, Sasuke joins up with the Sound
Ninja Four. During a battle with the Sound Four,
Choiji and Neji both fall, but Naruto, Shikamaru
and Kiba are still standing...
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MAMABER 209 HELP ARRIVES!!

MAIRABER 210: LEE'S SECRETH

BAIRABER 211 SNORTHODOX...!!
MNAKABER 212: DANGER. DANGER. DANGER
MNAKRABER 213: DERT

MASMABER 214 : RETREAT... !

MNARABER 215: GaAsRA OF THE §AND
MNAKABER 216: HALBERD AND SHIELD.. !
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
PERSONAL HISTORY:
THE TOO-EMBARRPASSING-TO-WRITE-ABOUT STORY, FART 3

THE MOREE | ADD TO THIS FERSONAL HISTORY, THE MORE
MISERY | RELIVE FROM MY EMBARFASSING FAST. | ASK MYSELF
WHETHER | ONLY DREDGE UF ALL THESE STUFID MEMORIES
OUuT OF A COMFLLSION TO FILL IN THE FAGES BETWEEN
CHAFTERS. YET STILL | FERSIST. WELL, AT LEAST YOU CAN
NEVER S&Y | HELD BACK ON YOU AS AN ENTERTAINER.

THE THINGS I'M ABOUT TO DISCLOSE WAY GET ALITTLE
INTENSE FOR SOME READERS. STILL, HERE WE GO,

THIS INCIDENT 15 WEDGED IN MY BRAIN... IT WAS BACK IN
KINDERGARTEN, THE DAY OF THE "POTATO DIGGING TOURNA-
MENT." THAT AUTUMN, THAT DAY, IN THE MIDST OF HARVESTING
SEASON, JUST FOR THAT EVENT, OUR SCHOOL INVITED CUR
FAMILIES TO JOIN US, KIDS, PARENTS, TEACHERS, ALL OF US
G6O0T TOGETHER TO HARVEST THE SWEET FOTATOES WE'D
PLANTED AT A NEARBY FARM. IN THE COUNTRYSIDE, YOU SEE,
KINDERGARTENS HOLD THESE HEARTWARMING COMMUNITY
FUNCTIONS, INTENDED TO BRING KIDS, PARENTS, AND
TEACHERS CLOSER TOGETHER.

| WAS DIGGING AWAY IN HIGH SFIRITS, TELLING MYSELF “I'LL
FING THE BIGGEST POTATO OF ALL, AND SURFRISE EVERY-
BODY!" AND THEN THERE IT WAS, A MONOLITH AMONGST
FPOTATOES. IN MY DELIGHT, | STARTED DIGGING LIKE A
STARVING MAN. MIND YOU, FOR ALL MY HASTE | WAS CAREFLIL
NOT TO BREAK THE ROOT. AND THEN THERE | WAS, CLUTCHING
A GIANT FOTATO.

IN UNISON, EVERYBODY SCREAMED: "WOW!!" AND "THAT'S
HUGE!" AND SO ON. | WAS IN ANOTHER WORLD. SO THEN... |
DONT KNOW WHY | DID THIS, BUT | STARTED RUNNING AND
ROLLING AROUND THE FIELD, GRASPING MY PRECIOUS
FOTATO. THEN THE THOUGHT HIT ME: "l GOT TA SHOW MOm
THIS POTATO!" S0 | GLANCED AROUND FOR HER AND REAL -
|ZED SHE WASNT THERE. SHE WAS ACTUALLY DOWN AT MY
TWIN BROTHER'S FLOT. SEE, THE FARM WAS TERRACED, AND
HIS PLOT WAS IN A FIELD BELOW, SO | FELTED STRAIGHT
TOWARD HER, SPFRINTING FROM FIELD TO FIELD, HOFFING
DOWN THE TERRACES AND EVERYTHING.

AND THAT'S WHEN IT HAFFENED. | WAS IN SUCH A HURRY |
VUASN'T LOOKING, BUT IN THE LOWER FIELD, IN THE FIVE
SGUARE METER AREA WHERE | WAS DLUE TO LAND, WAS A
HEAFING FPILE OF A TYFIGAL RLIRAL ARTIFACT...

AS YOU MAY HAVE SURMISED, IT WAS, YES, A MOUNTAIN OF
COW MANURE!

- TO BE CONTINUED -
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THAT'S ALL.

CAMPED

OuUT JUST
INSIOE THE
RANGE OF

DONT
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
PERSONAL HISTORY:
THE TOO-EMBARFASSING-TO-WRITE-ABOUT STORY, FART 4

THE IMAGE OF THAT SCENE IS ACID-ETCHED INTO MY minD, |
REMEMBER MY THOUGHTS, HOVERING THERE IN MIDAIR, WHAT
WOLULD HAPPEN IF | LOST MY BALANCE?™ OH NQ, DONT LET ME
FALL DOWN. THAT S IT, FORGET THE LEGS. IF | JUST LAND WITH
MY LFFER BODY STRAIGHT, LIKE A GYWNAST...

ANYWAY, NEVER MIND THE POTATO. | TOSSED IT ASIDE.
SQUELCH. IT HIT THE MOUND FIRST. HEARING THAT SOUND
GAVE ME THE RESOLVE | NEEDED. SQUISH SMUSSH!
BOTH MY LEGS, PLANTED IN THE DUNG! IT WAaS DEEPER THAaN |
HAD ENVISIONED. BUT ACTUALLY, THAT WAS A GODSEND.
CEMENTED KNEE-DEEF, | MANAGED TO MAINTAIN MY BALANCE.

INSTEAD OF SURFRISING EVERYBODY WITH MY FRIZE FOTATO, |
WOUND UP STIRRING THEM IN A DIFFERENT WAaY.

AND THEN CAME THE MISERY. | CALLED TO A NEARBY CLASS-
MATE FOR HELF. HE RAN TO THE NEAREST TEACHER,
SCREAMING FULL BLAST: '"MASASHI'S BURIED IN POO!" I'LL
NEVER FORGET WHAT HAFFENED NEXT... THE TEACHER
REFUSED TO HELF ME. | GUESS SHE WAS AVERSE TO RURAL
ARTIFACTS. TO MY RELIEF AND HER CREDIT, MY MOTHER THEN
CAME TO THE RESCLUE, LIFTING ME OUT OF MY PRECICAMENT
WITHOUT HESITATION. IN THAT MOMENT | LEARNED AWE FOR
THE LOVE OF A MOTHER.

TO THIS DAY WHEN A Yam CROSSES MY PATH, IT BRINGS ME
BACK TO THAT EVENT, AND NOW THE MORAL (IN TWO PARTS):
NO GOOD EVER COMES FROM BEING CAUGHT UF WITH THINGS;
ANG WHEN IT COMES TO IT, WOTHERS ARE BRAVE!
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MEET KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S ASSISTANTS
PART 8

ANOTHER YOUNG ASSISTANT HAS JOINED_
THE NARUTO STAFF. LATELY I'M BEGINNING

TO FEEL THE AGE DIFFERENCE WITH MY e
ASSISTANTS, | GLESS I'M AN OLD MAN NOW, =

ASSISTANT. NO. 8: ITAKURA YUICHI

}THE YOUNGEST ASSISTANT IN OUR.

S WORKFLACE; THEREFORE, UNABLE TO
‘ KEEF, LIF WITH THE OTHERS' mﬂ
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TRANSFORMERS: MYSTERY OF ~
Mﬂ FOR THE FAMICOM,

NV T e e
EDN\-"EFIﬁﬁTIGN 1|I"l.|"'I'I"H IR NE} f.ﬂ&ﬁlﬁf
T TANT, MR, TAKAHASHI, |5 STILL Avwk-y ™ .:2
'/ | WARD. (DOESN'T

HAVETHE HANG OF IT, 1)
?51:;-\)'}( . ‘ Ay gﬁ}h 9

* EATS VERY LlT‘rE, =T E’ .

& s
i " LOOKS LIKE HEHﬂNTﬁ LJ5'FE! HURRY LIF
— " AND HOLD Hi A WELCOMING PARTY.
=}
ﬂrm Rz ‘15 A SWEET AND KINDHEARTED BOY,
£W ITAEURA,

Loey



'iglijmher 21'7:
ror The Most Precious




o i




j | PULLED

'-\.

: .H' TOGETHER
THE
DENSEST
MINERALS
IN THE
SOIL..

-~USED M\L
CHAKRA TO

AFFLY
PRESSURE,
AND
KNEADED
THEM INTO
THE SANC.

ITSs A
KEKKEI
GENKAL,
YEST




L -4
X o Ll .
i
.
~ &
F " r
| i ¥ o _I,n-"'.
v il
[ #F ¥
i £

MY BODY \
l:‘r RAVAGED

MY DAYS ON |

peReD. |

.-"

i ;

with |\ e

LLNESS... || “'==-
'.

: EHRTH“."f' ;
" LARE ‘* r.f'f \ hf\x‘
NUM- |/ \ A

A POWER

ALONE

FOSSESS.

1 .:H;_-"'

ey

L
T

:/’Ii -

-
e ——

INDEED

'lT Mﬁ‘f Be

r_,fr*"”"1

AND
YET...1

< WILL NOT

BE EXTIN-

| GUISHED.

THAT
MEANS
TODAY
THE CLAN

PERISHES.

,:h__
1 %

J so |
*| YOU'RE
THE LAST F
OF THE |
| KAGUYA...

FOR THAT,
| SHALL
REMAIN

FOREVER IN

HIS HEART.

/| OROCHIMARU'S
| *| 1CARRIED OUT

1AM AN ARM
OF LORD

AMBITION.
MY PART.



I'VE DONE
i ",."'::lr:.« fAANY ~
BIG MOVES =
 CHAKRA |5

- GETTING

Css))
# i 5 .,__"_-

TV —
A q H it dod [
A §
_!_,. | F Lii_ L A 1aW- ] ! -
- F Z
' W R il l-"ll_..-_'r




SPLIPY e

INDEED
3 /; = FORMIDA-




by, AR 3

WITH THAT
SAND
FRESSURE ON
EVERY INCH OF
YOUR BO0Y,
YOU WON'T BE
ABLE TO MOVE

A FINGER.

' SLICKING
YO COWN
AMND BLURYING
YOU TWO
HUNDRED
METERS

THIS TIME,

YOU...

REALLY
DI T,







WA

B 3 : _.-'_‘-..ll
= Rt A (Dplp)
S a7
SHOULON'T AL 50 - = -
HE BE HERE Feied
BY NOW?T | e
| ]
N A
e == T '. e ko - -
. T &
I"ET- ey
i "
’ { GETTING
- P T e | MPA-
WaTCHED | , by i !
KETTLE | W T el f-’fl
NEVER /1 S | ==
BOILS. | i J
.-III 3 ! —
Py i
S L g
= | z 1 |I:. lll' [ L :--
W i [ % . .'I\" : | -
B N
- \ ! ATAT 1
! . .II |I fF N
IT DOESN'T | 4
MATTER ' 1
WHO
STANDS IN .
HIS way .. e
_ \ ~— TS JUST
THERE'S THAT.. LORD KABUTO...
ulﬁg?:ﬁéﬁ " OROCHIMARL, PO NOT
OVERCOME b PATRONIZE
KIMIMARD. ME.




I H__,_-‘\ s
.'.--.
THIS IS

.'Il II‘.
[ THE SAME | 4
e S
THROWING |, | | U CoULe
oA | | you coule
oo

\
..|- ’ i Fi __..-".- F : 5DME TH‘NE
/'y e, oy .H‘hh___f -::@F{H‘ .

| [ THIS,
.:ﬁ_‘"!'“-:ﬂg"' LIKE THIS
= & :

i
| !
- | I
-k
& [ g i I
r i . | §
[ V. _TI| 5 | 1
&
VA i9. % 1n /N
|| * 'I'
.‘.::I | J| r'l:'[ ¥ d i & " _I-Ill 1
Waeea ISR VR 6 P sk d
F L tI | II b | LI i I
IIIP‘ Ilt ,I b U]
I i ! f 1 | A
|
.JJ' 1 1F 1 o F n'
I _ o

I HE'LL L .

NEVER T
GET OUT y .
OF THAT.

4
= =

HE wAas

ONE TOLIGH
OPPONENT, |
BUT THAT |
SHOULD BE |
THE END |

OF HiM.. [




?
EL
2Z3
5HW
228




-

TRTRLY o
R .'J“." !
!'lll L% 'I'.I ;




«%ﬁ?«

/ / y
< [ HEWNLL \ SASUKE... ' /
II

FIND ME. | | MUST NO, NOT
ORIWILL | HURRY HIS | r KIMIMARO.
FIND HIM ARRIVAL | HE'S

ANY WAY | \ NOTHING TO




<A BlE My
PART OF MASTER
SKILL 1S ALWAYS

MEDDLING!

¥
"
']
IrI\
o
Ll

T TRAINER
-'. ‘. o e

&

HONOR BEING
QUESTIONED.

/ ; W - L"_""'
i;g,-!
WHEN YOU YOU'RE !
" FEEL THE THE -
HONOR OF SAME, 3
THE MORE o //f YOUR IDOL THEN. /| S
PRECIOUS {7 4 UNDER [ W A4 A
YOURIDOLIS | r,/ SCRUTINY.. Y Y ALe
TO YOU.. ff
YOU BECOME
ENRAGED...
T | AS IF IT WERE
i | 'F"I:'UH DWN

182



I HIS
HEART.

HE'S THE
OnLY ONE

fﬁ’:rph - A | [Ny . e . WHO TRLLY
-t’:-'# f; ..':.i;t_: ﬁ'@ = ] I:I YOU KNOW | | = f:‘-‘“' — ‘mml UNDER-
== ] \ NOTHNG! | e~ 0

Y

1 L] | - -— i r_-':;':‘l—ll-l-‘ i
£ g ’
! [ e 3
s - f

() [ | HARDER

Vi (V4 YOU, |
\ . - o IGHT" |

—
S

| N
h \ I T oy
II| 1 1 I I'| i | r | ! '. | I-I \ = |
| i I | | | |I l i ._“"
| .ll I ; 1 I.. 1
I 1 } I | = i | \



% =
/ ALSO...
|III; i
| .REMINDS —
ME OF |
UZUMAK] e
NARUTO. / /N
;-‘I I":,_—.;-._
. TR \ f
\ F B 4
1 I I
|GANT N JUST
SEE HOW T | BECALSE
ANYOMNE SOMEONE S
COULD F;'FtE-I:_:H:}LJE-
SOMEONE MEAN HE |15
FRECIOUS. | =
\\ . FIJ
i F, -t

I F __.'l.I

. .- [ ) oIS
EVEN IF . | [ /A //_I AGREE
TOU KNOW - y /}(/ .':* . .fu

HE'S EVIL.. ol AflY A
_:.-' | ,i ,rJ |1'I e k1
A II i F1 L o i IAR :'-,.
\ 1( I|II |III |'I.' llll,. A, L
-_.__ EY .h\-':'il.'l Ilp i !| ]
YOU JusT || g
CAN'T

OVERCOME
YOUR OWN
SOLITUDE.







e
F,

e

e

o3

186






M 7ANanN

For more information, visit vizmanga.com




