


Recently | carelessly plucked
a wart off of my upper arm.
Gouging it out left that part
of my skin damaged with a
depression in it. The whole
thing left me with a different
kind of depression.

—Masashi Kishimote, 2005

Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college,
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of
MNaruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits;
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan.
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Naruto, the biggest troublemaker at the Ninja
Academy in the village of Konohagakure, finally
becomes a ninja along with his classmates, Sasuke
and Sakura. During the Chunin Selection Exams,
Orochimaru and his henchmen launch Operation
Destroy Konoha. Naruto's mentor, the Third
Hokage, sacrifices his own life to stop the attack,
and Tsunade becomes the Fifth Hokage. Lured by
Orochimaru, Sasuke leaves Konohagakure. Naruto
fights valiantly against Sasuke, but cannot stop his
friend from following the path of darkness...

Two years pass, and Naruto and his comrades
grow up and undergo separate training programs,
until Gaara falls into the hands of the Akatsuki.
Maruto charges into the enemy's lair to rescue
Gaara, but Deidara stops him. Sakura and Granny
Chiyo remain in the cave locked in battle with
Sasori!!
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GRATITUDE FOR FAN MAIL

THANKS, EVERYONE, VERY MUCH FOR ALL YOUR
FAN MAIL. T ALWAYS CREATE MY MANGA IN MY
ROOM, NEVER KNOWING HOW READERS FEEL
ABOUT IT. SO, BECAUSE FAN MAIL IS THE ONLY
WAY I CAN COMMUNICATE WITH MY READERS,
I'M REALLY HAPPY TO RECEIVE YOUR LETTERS.
I READ YOUR LETTERS WHENEVER I HAVE TIME.
SOME PEOPLE DOUBT WHETHER I REALLY
READ THEM OR NOT, AND WANT ME TO PROVE
THAT I DO, BUT DON'T WORRY. I REALLY AM
READING THEM. I WISH I COULD WRITE BACK.
HOWEVER, I RECEIVE SO MUCH THAT IF I
WROTE BACK, I WOULDN'T HAVE TIME LEFT TO
DO MY MANGA. THAT'S NOT THE WAY I'D LIKE IT,
BUT I WANT TO MAKE UP FOR NOT REPLYING
AND SHOW MY GRATITUDE BY CREATING MORE
AND MORE INTERESTING MANGA. AFTER ALL,
IF MY MANGA ISN'T INTERESTING, YOU'LL STOP
SENDING FAN MAIL (LAUGH). FOR THOSE OF
YOU WHO WROTE TO ME, I'LL KEEP TRYING TO
CREATE MANGA THAT YOU'LL ENJOY!

IHOPE YOU'LL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT
NARUTO!

MASASHI KISHIMOTO ()



167



GAARA IS d DON'T
KAZEKAGE. | ACT 50
. A SUFERIOR!
\]I III Iﬂl.
o/, .
P

-4
SHUT ALL ||
Your |/

MOUTHS! | ] ()

A \\
YOou
CAUSED
Us ATON
OF GRIEF,
LITTLE
BROTHER.

x\________#.““x_




R

«EAARA,.,
HOW
ARE YOU
FEELINGT

I THOUGHT
LOHED
KAZEKAGE
WAS REALLY
GONE...

YOUR BODY
HASN'T
COMPLETELY
RECOVERED
FROM THE
RIGOR
MORTIS

-TOu
SHOULDN'T
MOVE TOD
SUDDENLY.
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LORD
GAARA
WOULDN'T
DIE SO
EASILY!!

. o 5
I \/ y
E No, |l I'LL PROTECT I‘.’ |

IwILL! |81 YOU FROM YES, YES. || :gﬁﬂé E_‘&nﬂﬂén ::.!-*f ]
L | 1 YOURENEMIES AND HE'S : . ’
a8 NEXT TIME! CUTE TOO, | STRONG AND
k ' BUT HE'S wmétzﬁcéme
. / eE } \Wﬂﬁﬁlﬂﬂ... /
\‘\"'-—— - -—'—'-r--. 3 -\""-n_._' _'_'_.-:—""F-’;

N
I THINK...
o SHIKAMARU HEY
. SAID GIRLS ARE CHEER
! SOMETHING ALWAYS urP
L_ Lll';_E EHAT ATTRACTED
o0, TO COO0L,

ELITE TYFES. i

COME
TO THINK . l;f‘
OF IT, I'm e Vi
STILL A ' .
GEMNIN... f




You
| —HE SHOULD
| SAVED HIM THANK
WITH AN GRANNY,
'. MEDICAL
\ NINJUTSU...
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'q

/ SHE WAS

TIRED AND
FELL
ASLEEF...

BUT SHE'LL
BE FINE
WHEN SHE
GETS
HOME...
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. ITWASN'T |
MEDICAL

| NINJUTSL. ~.
GRANNY 1T WAS A
| CHIYO IS TRANSFER-

ENCE |
DEAD. } TE&HMW

ai RESUR-
_ui RECT

: SOME-

csdd¥
EXCHANGE
FOR YOUR
OWnN LIFE...

ol I". l"‘. __..__.-"
y 1 .
IT'S A - ' A
|I Jursuto| [ & | WHAT 1,




~WAS INVOLVED
I THE SECRET
DEVELOFPMENT
OF A TECHNIQUE
THAT wWOoUuLD
BREATHE
ACTUAL LIFE
INTO FUFFETS...

\ :

£

o PFANNY
CHIYO LED
THAT

FPROJECT.

. /
™, ] AT ONE

e Y TIME,

"\'

\| THE sanD’s
— PUPPET-
MASTER
CORFS..

EXFERIMENT
CONDUCTED,

—

A HuMAN
WAS EVEN
THE TECH-

NIQRUE WAS
BANNED...

e THEY
MANAGED
TO DEVISE
A THEORY

FOR THE
TECHNIGRUE,
BUT..

ICWAY
THROUGH...
BECAUSE
THE RISK
WAS S0
HIGH...




L
IN THIS SHINOBI
WORLD CREATED
B8Y FRIVOLOUS
OLD FEOFLE..
I'M GLAD NEW
SOULS LIKE YOU

HAVE COME
ALONG... [
{ /
R
I \\ \

MAY THEIR -ﬂ‘.” . UP UNTIL
FUTURE BE A . ANDL. THE VERY NOW..EVERY-
SOMETHING - KONOHA.. | FEND... ITHINK——__ THING I'VE
D'FFE‘EE”TQ - 4T MIGHT ., DONE HAS

FROM OURTRS: 4FINALLY BE . BEEN

TIME- " 1 }F ABLE TO DO |\ WRONG...
. - SOMETHING \

o P

{ g WHIC
(é\'\ 8(0), HAS
=~ —~ . NEVER

BEEN
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- LIKE SHE'LL
LOOKS 50 e JUST

\ [| PeAceFuL.. " FT 1 LAUGHAND
\ =




YOU HAVE

TO CHANGE
FEOFLE...

NARUTO...
# LIKE T
i THOUGHT,

THE POWER & |

YOU'RE
DEFINITELY
DIFFERENT.




i

GET WHAT
GRANNY
WISHED

FOR!

e

~--f’:ﬂ~ﬁ,":‘j”* SHE WASN'T
THE KIND OF
THE FUTURE WOULD DO
TOYOUAND | | SOMETHING
CAARA.. LIKE THIS FOR [\ |
<
ITwas A
DEATH
BEFITTING
A SHINOBI,

GRANNY
CHIYO USED
TO SAY THAT
SHE DIDN'T
CARE AT ALL
ABOUT THE

VILLAGE'S

FUTURE..

SAME AS
THE OLD
MAN,
THIRD

HOKAGE... |
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=..._|_‘_ T
ANYWAY, //m\‘HMF'H...

ITWAS A 1 IDIDNT

S BOOD” EXPECT MY
DECOY, SPECIAL
[SELE:

CESTRUCT
COPPELS,
GANGER TO
BE FOILECA] |

/ AND I
GOT
AWAY ..




f

ITHAVE TO
FIND MY
RIGHT HAND
AND THE

&

I ONLY
LOST mY

BING T ) S ARM *

CROFFED... FROM THE 3
. ELBOW...
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= SOTH

o\i s

T REAL
E-[::'D'f




g |
! WHY 1
1l  w~oT.? )
"1 LETHM

2>  JOIN..

e
WHOOPS "

FOOL...
TS NOT
THAT
EASY...

-
o

THERE'S
NOW AN
OPENING
5 FOR

\  ONE...

.l'I|l
N §
P

TO BE CONTINUED, IN MARLITO VOL.32! —

y N

WILL THIS
BE ENOUGH
FOR ME TO
JOIN THE
AKATSUKI...?
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