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Thank you for your constant fan
letters.

When I'm tired...

When I'm bored...

When I'm groaning in pain...

When I'm sleepy...

They always help to flip my heart's
switch.

| read them all.

Thanks truly!!

—Masashii Kishimoto, 2000

Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college,
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his
manga Karakuri ("Mechanism”). Kishimoto decided to base his
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of
MNaruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits;
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan.
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SAKURA 17
Smart and studious, Sakura
is the brightest of Maruto's
classmates, but she’ con-
stantly distracted by her
crush on Sasuke. Her goal
o win Sasuke's heart!

NARUTO T /L |

WII:'H N&r YD wal b:l-rﬁ, b
destructive fox spirit was
imprisaned inside his body.
Spurned by the older wil-
lagers, he's grown into an
attention-seeking trouble-
maker. His goal: 1o become
the village's next Hokaoge.

SASUKE A7
The top student in
Maruto's class, Sasuke
comes from the presti-
gious Uchiha clan. His
poal: to get revenge on a
Mysterious person who
wronged him in the past,




KAKASHI 71713
The alite ninja assigned o train
Maruto, Sasuke, and Sakura, His
:..||1;|r..".£|:|.': [ milrmor-whisel r_}ﬂ;”ll
allows him to reflect and mimic

Eremy ninjulsy

zasuza BB TAZUNA ¥ A}

A ruthless ninja assassin and A mysterious orphan who An old bridge-builder strug-
mass=murderer known as hE1r'Er:'d5 Maruto. r':"l'lr'-'m ghing to bring prospenty 1o the
“The Demon.” He doesn't realize that his new Land of Waves. The evil mil-

friend is Zabuza’s loyal
masked assizta ik, b Flght-.
with chiropractic neadles.

lionaire Gato has hired Zabuza
to stop him from completing
his newest bridge.

specializes in technigues
involving water and mist

THE STURY SU FAR. ..

Twelve years ago, a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit atmcked the ninja village of
Konohagakure, The Hokage, or village champion, defeated the fox by sealing itz soul
into the body of a baby bay, Mow that boy, Lizumakl Maruto, has grown up to become
a ninja-in-training, learning the art of minjutsy with his classmates Sakura and Sasuke

Tired of easy exercises, Maruto and his classmates make the mistake of asking their
teacher, Kakashi, for a really hard assignment... and find themselves in the Land of
Waves, protecting a bridge-builder named Tazuna. Bur the [ob twrns truly dangerous
when the notorious assassin Zabuza shows up, VWhile Kakashi holds off Zabuza and
Sakura protects Tazuna, Maruto and Sasuke face Zabuza’s assistant Haku. In the battle,
Sasuke sacrifices himself to save Maruto from Haku's deadly throwing needles. Mow,
watching his classmate fall, Maruto feels something terrible stir within him..
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WH.. WHAT
CHAKRA
IS THIS?!
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WAY

AN AN
AFFALLING

ITis!

~IMPOSSIBLE.. !

His SHAKEA IS
PHYSICALLY
MANIFESTING
ITSELF!
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AFTE F THIS
UNBELIEVABLE. - 5
IT cﬂwﬁ"ﬁ-’ . ﬂ = ‘. I'MGF;EE:ﬁE_
THIS TIME— : NG,
| q ABOUT IT...

0l FILLS ME

y: WITH
e .u

- - _.
= - 1‘%:" _

: oy
NV -wsre

.; BINDING |
SPELL
BEGUN

TO UNRAVEL? |

I5 THE SEAL
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\
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|SENSE THAT | | % . (1
WE RE S4FE - 2y
FORNOK T f’_\ = ‘\4,
HASN'T BROKEN e

YET.. NOT
OMALETELY
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OUR PLATES..,
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. ANDIT GOES
AGAINST THE
GRAIN TC
EVEN
SUGGEST
THIS..

" ANDWRAP U
) THSWP B
RIGHT NOW? E
ONEBIG [

A

INTRIGUING
NOTION...
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HE'S S0
BLOCOTHIRSTY! '7‘
HE'S COMPLETELY
CHANGED
FROM THE BOY
OF JUST
MINUTES ARQ! ).

HE... HE
DEFLECTED
THEM...

WITHOUT EVEN
TOUCHING <F‘.{

THEM?! 5_5
- T .Q: 5 .
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KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S FIRST MANGA REJECT SPECIAL!

THE CHARACTER DESIGNS TO
THE LEFT ARE FROM A FAILED
PROJECT OF MINE CALLED
"WANDERING DETOUR"™ THAT |
CAME UF WITH RIGHT AFTER
WON THE HOF-STEF STAR
AWARD.

THE STORY IS ABOUT WHAT
HAFPFPENS WHEN AN ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL KID NAMED AKIRA AND
HIS FRIENDS KATCHIN AND KAORU
FIND AWALLET ON THE WAY
HOME FROM SCHOOL , AND OF
ALL OF THE TROUBLE THAT
ENSUES WHEN THE THREE OF
THEM DECIDE TO KEEF THE
MONEY THAT THEY FIND AND
SPEND IT ON THEMSELVES.
MAYBE IT WAS TOOHARD TO
FOLLOW, OR SIMPLY TOO
DOWN-TO-EARTH FOR A BOYS'
ADVENTURE MAGAZINE... BUT
FORWHATEVER REASON, IT WAS
SUMMARILY REJECTED.

IT WAS MY FIRST REJECTION
EVER. BUT | WAS SUCH A KID BACK
THEN, EVEN GETTING MY FIRST
REJECTION SEEMED LIKE A BIG
DEAL, ANOTHER PROFESSIONAL
MILESTONE I'D PASSED. FOR THE
LONGEST TIME, I'D BEEN
READING OTHER MANGA

. CARTOONISTS TALES OF WOE

- ABOUT THE REJECTIONS THEY'D
GOTTEN, AND I'D BEEN FEELING
ALITTLE LEFT OUT. WITH "WAN-
DERING DETOUR," | WAS FINALLY
IN THE CLUB! | EVEN BRAGGED
ABOUT IT ALITTLE. LIKE | SAID, |
WAS A KID THEN. NOW, I'M A TRUE
PROFESSIONAL, AND | AGREE
WITH MY FRIENDS: "REJECTION
SUCKS!" (LAUGHTER)
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DO YOU
' WILLING
TO DO me
8\ WHATEVER Fw_;ré < éﬂg
w0 PROTECT, LIFE? YOU CanN'T
THE ONE HOPE TO KILL
| CARE MEWITH THE |
ABO MEAGER f
MGE:L'.I{T FORCEYOU |/
PUT INTS
|I 85015 MY
OWnN
DREAM,
¥ w THAT
SHOWING
MERCY
T A
ErMNEMY
IS KINDMESS,
THEY
SPARE
THE FOE
WHOSE
LIFE IS N
THEIR
HANDS,..

e i o ON LIVING...
=1 ALONE AND

e
o

Pt D

P s
¥

LiNLOVELD .
WHEN
DEFEAT'S
ALREALDY
COSsST YOu

ITS

AN
EMFTY

EXISTENCE..
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NO USE
FORA
WEAK

SHINOBI.

YOUR "BELOVED
FRIEND?!!"

4

A
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ONCE...
| WAS
PRECIOUS,

| BELONGED..




JUST AS|
WAS GETTING
OLD ENOUGH
TOREALLY
NOTWCE THE
WORLD
AROUND VE..

ARE YOU
TALKING
ABOUT?!

35



My
FATHER
KILLED

HE LAND OF THE MIST
HAS BEEN THE SCENE

THE FAIN OF

LUNTIL
WE CEASEDR INHERITED
TO BE SKILLS , OF GENERATIONS OF
LOOKED ON THAT WERE KEKKE! NON-STOP WAR,
ﬂﬁﬂﬂéﬂgﬁéﬁﬁ EXPLOITED GENKAI"...7! AMONG ITS PEOPLE,
™ W =
WEAFONS,  ANDTWISTED, I
BUT WERE USED TO CALISE SKILLS THAT COME
GGNE[EFJ'“WEE’ HORRIBLE - OUT OF OUR GENETIC
HARBINGERS  SLAUGHTER %% N OATHED A
s . LOATHED AS
OF DOOM. THE TERM g ABOMINATIONS,
REFERS
TO CLANS \‘(ﬂ"f
WHOSE
BLOODLINES | —
GIVE THEM
- - ' r FOWERS
f "r }h \‘ 9 | LIKE MiNE.
" i Y AFTER THE WARS |
M SURE THE
(owewe  BSRERE || e | ST
SPECIAL. TG %P-F’ED MEANT THIS TRAIT
WE ARE MP:.IF'E-T ALIEE CERTAIN ONLY ABLE TO
POWERFLL, HAVE GROWN DEATH! SURVIVE BY HIDING
ANDWE UP KNOWING THE EXISTENCE
OF OUR SKILLS

AND OUR
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SUCHACLAN..

AND BEFORE | My {*‘*Fﬁ';gﬂ
EVENREALIZED LEARNED..
WHAT | WaS THAT WY
ABOUT TODO.. MOTHER.

MY FATHER

HAD DIED..

BY MY HAND,
__,_..“'/

AND
e A
THE WAS CANE
MosT F‘:’F*TE"—'::ED TO ME,
FAINFU
THTF"IJIE_I__. AGGEFT/
IT -
x
'/ THE
SUPERFLUOUS, ACCEPTING MOST
UNUW'ITED THAT | WS PAIMFLL

SHUNNED.

-

— =



FPERSON IN
YOUR LIFE?!

N

f” FYouHap | |/ THAT You
— WOLLDN'T SOMEONE IN WANTED TO
THAT PERSON YOUR LIFE BECOME THE
BECOME WHO DID NUMBER ONE
THE MOST MORE THaN | | NINJA IN YOUR
IMPORTANT... A THAT.. WHO VILLAGE AND
TREASURED.. [~/ \ACKNOWLEDGED | |MAKE EVERYONE
| ™ "\ YOUREXISTENCE -
EVEN CARED

FOR YOU -

e

FESFECT YOUT

THE VERY THING
IN ME THAT
MADE EVERYONE
ELSE HATE ME -
HE DIDN'T JUST
COVERLOCKIT.
HE CHERISHED IT.
HE WANTEDIT!

~MASTER
ZABUZA
ADOFTED VE,
KNOWING
| CAME
FROM A
KEKKE| GENKA!
BLOOCLINE.




#'-“’F
THIE:- DAY r,arg
YOU BELONG
TO ME,
BOOY,
SOouL=
AND
, BLOOD!

5~ (

o

AND TO DO BUT.IEW. o i =
. THAT, WHAT | IVE SWORN k- 8 2 ' ;ﬁ'ﬁgﬂ
- N NEED FROM L ANOATH = = 77 FOR YOU,
FT e TR YOU IS T"-'j RE TURN J*". et HAKL 2§
L, NEITHER LOVE LONE Oy Bt ' LEAVING
P NOR AFFECTION _# L PAS A S AR -,JTHIELIWD 4

bais TONIGHT

=r

K I'.. 4 - WHAT | .'-'J!_;.i_”vHC:IILL'F : _L# i

= CRUSH THEM .
.- | I H ~ e
R . ALL BENEATH' © g o= 5
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KILL WHOM
YOU TELL
— ME TO KILL.

FORGIVE ME ...
MASTER
YOUR TOOL
HAS FAILED
YOU.,
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/| & T L
; EVEN | # | POSTURING
lf TELL | _ | WLLGET |
WHERE | ! \ YOUNOWHERE, |
i -3 ; \ I
\ Tha L U E N KaKesHI
\\ a" " : : l\.H Jf
e I; . g g

L ﬂ".
y ; : ; WHILEY Y
YOU \ A / T | ONTHE \
ARE =N ~Zi OTHER HAND, |
COMPLETELY | | KNOW EXACTLY )

ENWESHED | e |
IN WY A ' L exactty |







5 . |
SPECIFICALLY YOU SHUT /

i ] 4 = .

" \ // \ r_-l .

{ | -3

CONJURATION [ BECAUSE | *

DESIGNED A YOUREYES
FOR ill. g \ IN THE MIST,

TRACKING, |/ é' H\‘ /

\ A | A OO




IT'S WHY
| WENT
OUT OF MY
WaY TO
BLEED
ABIT
DURING
BOTHOF
OUR
EARLIER
ENCOUNTERS,

_ THE SMELL
— W OF MY
BLOC0D
IS ALL
COVER YOU
AND YOUR
* WEAPONS,
SO THICK...

FOG 15
LIFTING.




KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S SECOND MANGA REJECT SPECIAL.

THE DESIGN TO THE LEFT
IS FROWM ANOTHER FLOFP -
A MANGA CALLED "ASIAN
FUNK", THAT WAS
RESOUNDINGLY REJECTED
AT EVERY TURN, TO BE
FRANK, THE PREMISE
WAS—MNOT
COINCIDENTALLY—KINDA

. LIKE "GHOSTBUSTERS."

~ THE MAIN CHARACTER WAS
- AKIDWITH AN AXE TAKING
ON AN EVIL FENG-SHUI
MASTER WHO COULD
SUMMON AND CONTROL
EVIL SPIRITS... AND THE
MAIN CHARACTER WASN'T
REALLY HUMAN HIMSELF,
BUT HAD BEEN CREATED
BY SOME GREATER
FOWER. THERE WAS MORE,
BUT WE DONT NEED TO
GO INTO IT HERE.

THE THING |15, WITH THAT
STORY, MY PRIZE-WINNING
SERIES KARAKUR, AND
NARUTO, IT OCCURS ME
TO ME THAT MY HEROCES
ARE ALWAYS THESE YOUNG
GUYS. | GUESS I'M JUST A
SUCKER FOR BOYS'
ADVENTURE TALES!
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IVE

ENCUGH
CF
YOUR
BLUFFS,




KNOW ALL NX! /%
ABOUT THE FAILED\ Y

COUP YOU AND YOUR \&

THE DAY YOU
DESERTEDTHE
LAND OF THE MIST
AND BECAME A

THE WATER SHADOW,/}
\ EADER OF YOUR AR)

TO RAISE FUNDS FCOR
A SECOND ATTEMFT,
AND BARELY STAYING A
JUMF AHEAD OF THE
SHINOBI HUNTERS..,
WHICH IS WHAT

.--_.

J},:.%%;:-,. A W'x-:uml‘\l‘\\
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AND THE b THE MAN
BRIDGE YOU'RE
YOU'RE TRYING TO
TRYING TO TRl KILL,
PREVENT HIM = MR, TAZLUNA,
j FROM | IS THE
COMPLETING | [/ HEART
IS THE W) AND SPIRIT
LAMND'S vk OF THIS
HOPE, e 0 . F"LHEE;&
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THAT'S

v NOT
' WHAT A
| TRUE
L\ sHINoB
o g COES,
.""r j "i
.'l"\-‘_-t:ll rl:;.
7

'M
NOT
ABOUT
TO

YOU'RE
WILLING TO
SACRIFICE

THIS PLACE

INIT, JUST
TO ADVANCE
YOUR OWN
AMBITIONS,

ME THE
CIVICS
LESSON
AND
FHILOSOFHY.
I'm
FIGHTING







WHAT IS
WITH YOU?
YOU'RE USED
TO BEING
THE TOUGHEST.
YOUDON'T
LIKE TO LOSE.
| GET THAT!

e,

BUT
—] WANTING
-/ TODIEJUST 7, ,
‘CAUSE
SOMEONE
BEAT YOU
IS CRAZY!!

1]

'|

TOUR
BO55
MUIST LIKE
YOou FOR
MORE
THAN JUST
THAT..
RIGHT
DOESNT
HEF

» {
} | MET TOU I
p*] THE FOREST...
_ 8 | rEmEMBER
XY | THINKING THAT
: WE WERE
@.‘: TWE OF
| & AKIND..

YOU'LL
HAVE TO
BLOODY

TOUR HANDS,
FORGIVE
ME FOR

THAT.

THE OMNLY
WAy =







MET SOME
OTHER W,
SOMEPLACE
ELSE,
YOU AND ME'D
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,:[9 Each ;,HIS Own S‘rruggie...




o
B TR

APl A
; ?f e, f ;.-:-#, ___-'l_' . .




FIGHT,
WE'LL BE

THROWING

AWEY ALOT

| Y\ OFLIVES, <

WEVE
ALREADY




ANYONE BY
BEING
ABIG
CRYBABY,

ARE YO INARI 1S

SURE GROWING
HE'LL BE UrP 1O
ALL BISHT BE A FINE
LIKE THAT... YOUNG MAN,
By

HIMSELF?

m .

IN THE
VILLAGE
WAS WILLING
Q60
WITH ME.
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THE MIST'S
FADING...
I'M SEEING
THINGS
MORE
CLEARLY...










& HE'S GOING S SN
FTO COME RIGHTY AN M)
:-_, . - ____‘_

-

~THROUGH THE
[~ KID TO GE T |
10
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S0.You
WERE ABLE
10 GET AWAY..

NARUTO...
STRY OUT
OF THIS! ;










THAT YOU
WON'T BE

YOUR
MASTER'S

e
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THIS
INT

[ AN ILLUSION...
I51T..7

. ALWNRYS GOT
FPERFECT
SCORESON L
ALL W TESTS |
IN SCHOOL /

WE HAD A

AND THE
GILESTION

-

DONT
HOLD BACK
FOR MY SAKE,
THERE ARE
TIMESIT'S
WHEN RIGHT
TO GIVE IN
AND SHED
SOME GO0D

H{JNEET /

/

TEST ONE DAY,

| MEMORIZED -
EACH
AND EVERY
ONE OF
THE ONE
HUNDRED
HLILES OF
CONDUCT
FOR NINJA
AND SHINOBI.
| USED TOWRITE
THEM OUT
WITH PRIDE.




NO MATTER
f WHAT
% HAFFENS,
TRUE
"TH-THE SHINOEI
MISSION MUST
IS THE ONLY NEVEHR..
PRICRITY. EVEFR...
CAFRRY THAT SHOW
N YOUR HEART, THEIR
AND NEVER, EMOTIONS!
NEVER,
SH-SHED

ATEAR..

SO THIS..
THIS IS
WHAT A

M\ b
| SHINOBI |~
m“ \ 15..IT'S H'
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NOW THERE'S
NOC WaY You

HEH-HEH!
I WONDER
HOW THE

FAGHT'S
GOING!
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cermanyl |7 T  nNokams. CAN'T USE
MADE A L\ NO cHAkRA, EITHER
| FInE MESS




- - HEH ]
w HEH HEH—

THERE'S BEEM

A SLIGHT
CHANGE OF
=THIS PLAN,

WaS SABLIES,
WHAT | O OF YOUR
HAL I PLANS,

AIND ANTVAY,
ALL e | |
ALONG. M -

You
MUST
HAVE
GUESSED,
I
NEVER
INTENDED
TO B
YOLUI,
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ALL OF YOU IT'S SO MUCH : a !
NIN-.I‘:. % gﬁ'r L;ﬂEnﬁEH TO TS SUCH ABOTHER
EAGE HI LE NI — RING LLED
EACH OTHER, ﬁEﬁEﬁ"'ﬂEE*} H F.FF'LT‘!'I?HEID w!mmﬁgsl
e i i OF THE TOP VILLAGES.
OTHER DOWN, WHAT 1 DO TO IT'SEXFENSIVE... AND
COMMON THUGS YOUR KIND ONCE THEY TEND TO HAVE
CAN FINISH THE JOB 1S DONE. N FRIENDSWHO OBJIECT
WHEN | BETRAY AND
KILL THEM,

-5 OFF THE FEST. i

L
= | BUSINESS
“v 2 PLAN—
' EFFICIENT
MMM ano

INEXPENSIVE.

THE DEMON MISTARKE
OF KIRIGAKLIEE WaS HIRING
1S JUST PLAIN YOU IN THE

FALSE FIRST
ADVERTISING! PLACE,




~WHICH
SETTLES
CUR
DIFFERENCES.

INO
LONGER
HAVE
ANY REASON
TOWANT TO
ASSASEINATE
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| COMRADE..
| YOUR PARTNER.
Y HEWORKED
FORYOU
FOR YEARS!!

sHouLD care! | | //
THATFAT |/
SCUMBAG IS *\\
DESECRATING
HIm!!

Ve
STOP IT,
NARLITO!
LEAVE
HIM ALONE.
OUR
GUARRFEL

valLuE HARL

IS OVER. p

"#F' ‘ 7
BESIDES o™ - T

FORHIMSELF... !
BUT FOR BEEN
THE TAINT LSING
HIS BLOOD ME
ANG FOR WHAT AND |
HIS TALENTS LISED HAKLL.
COULD DO
FOR ME. .
You
LISTEMNMNG T
IT'S A
| SHINOBI'S
APOLOGIZE LOT,
FOR ALL OF US
NOTHING, ARE EITHER
USERS,
OR TOOLS...
OR BOTH.

w::nu £
FEEHLL‘!' s

X '. 4
t =
L W - F’L ,“
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CARED
ABOUT
you!!
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WHO 15 THRT\\
OBNOWIOUS
BRAT ...
HE'S BEEN
MAKING GUITE
A NUISANCE
OF HIMSELF!







I'm
WILLING

WITHOUT
ANY OF HIS
DREAMS EVER
COMING TRUE.




-

4

ANOTHER
WORD, )
W




WHAT
HAKLI G0,
WaS NOT

JUST FOR
ME.

WHILE WE

HIS HEART...
OVER YOLU....
AND YOLUR
FRIENDS.
THAT'S
THE TRLUTH.

AND
IVE

LOST...

EVERITHING,

ey
SaY WHAT WE
WILL, DO WHAT
WE WILL.,
I THE ENG,
WE SHINGBI ARE
STILL JUST

FEELINGS ALL-
TOO-HLUIMAN




i :ﬁ.ﬂ = -._‘__.- / r

—

. I ALl N I|.|II
|I I|II II \ FI II||IIIII;I'l

il J':'IJI | ||| I':':'l, ".m

T










-
HAVE NO
INTENTION...
OF GOING
TO THE
SAME

FLACE...
AS HAKLL.,

HF YOURE IN
SUCH A HURRY..,
TO BE RELNITED
WITH YOUR
LITTLE FRIEND...
=0 ALONE!

AND OVER...
WHO IS, OR ISNOT,

EVEN AN OGRE
IN NAME ONLY...
AWASHOUT FROM
KIRIGAKURE VILLAGE...
CAN BECOME A REAL
PEMON IN HOW HE
MEETS HIS DEATH.







AND
1M

FOR f
EVERYTHING... |

|I|




KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S THIRD MANGA REJECT SPECIAL!

ANOTHER REJECTED MANGA,
=~ IT WAS A BASEBALL MANGA,
s == TITLED SIMPLY "BASEBALL
= KING." | PLAYED BASEBALL

Wi MYSELF, BACK IN MY STUDENT

i hDAYS, SO | (MAYBE FOOLISHLY)

&,

| & : = alll
e “}:? E‘ | M | 47 THOUGHT | WOULD TRY MY HAND
ff,';ﬁ &’ - A i2AT ABASEBALL STORY
L o ) R, Iy 2
ol = j-,e\.;, A" DURING THIS PERIOD, | WAS IN A
| N 7 77 SITUATION WHERE, NO MATTER
HOW MANY CONCEPTS FOR

ADVENTURE MANGA | SKETCHED
OUT, | DIDNT GET ANY GREEN
LIGHTS, SO | THOUGHT | SHOULD
GO FOR A SPORTS THEME.

BUT WHEN | ACTUALLY TRIEDC TO
ORAW ONE, FERHAFS BECALISE |
WAS WRITING FROM FERSONAL
EXPERIENCE, IT BECAME A
MORE REALISTIC WORK THAM |
HAD INTENDED.

THE REASON IT FAILED WAS
THAT IT WAS TOO SERIOUS FOR
A SHONEN PUBLICATION, IT
WASN'T ENTERTAINMENT,

HOWEVER, "BASEBALL KING"
ACTUALLY STILL HOLDS A
SPECIAL FLACE IN MY HEART. |
SOMETIMES FIND MYSELF
THINKING, "THAT WAS 50 FLUNNY...
| CANT BELIEVE ITS AREJECT,
CAaRN IT.L"



WHO LIVED
FULL OUT.

.-..'. ]
." —t
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[
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Ayl
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Heroll
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dge of

e

~The, Br







MNOT SURE.
1DIDNT SEE

BUT THE BLY
DIED TRYING

| MEAN... '™

(I T VERY WELL.

SURVIVED
A
DEATHBLOW.
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IVE
BEEN
WORRYING
SINCE
THE AGHT

e |1\ \ N

108




= ISN'T THERE

=] SOME TECHNIGUE {=
—A WECANUSETD
TRKE THEMALL |

ZIMAFRAD.. o ] [
WITH THE LIGHTNING ',.,.._:'*Eéé

=) BLADE, THE ILLUSIONS ¢EEFA g T AN
B —— AND CONJURATIONS.. e T o T, g R
. I% FORTHE MOMENT, . _aEin (e — L-k,\':!:l
IVE EXHAUSTED

MY CHRAKRA,

r B, T

F oo




IT'S BEING
AHERO,

YOU KNOW?
ALL THAT
NICKOF  J

TIME STUFF! 4




R

T ;i ey
. _'|'|III|II I'\J;I ”-. It J

AN
A

SHOULD
BE
EMNOUGH
FOR
THESE

M



THE
SHADOW
DOFFLE-

GANGER!!




f

" Away!!
D




TS
SHOWING, \




YOU & " :
‘:R’-I Iv.m-;,"- > ¥ ; IN _
My 0 THE
DEAR MIDOLE
HAKLL... - OF
] 1 ? 5|.1'|'|'|."|"Ep'.i:'
;

wIF I COULD.. s
IFIWERE
| WOLUILE
WanNT TO GO
TO THE
O THE /
OTHER
SIDE ..




(1

GO WITH
HIM,
ZABUZA...

FALLEN SNOW,

a2\




- SANT HELF
WONNDERING.
WEHEE THOSE
TWE ElaHT
ABOUT WHAT
A BRI
SHOULD BE?

|S THAT
REALLY WHAT
BECOMING
A FULL-
FLEDGED
NInNJA'S
GONNA BE

17

ITIS A

IMFORTANT SHINCE




A B
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r
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e A 7S
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W e

il

AND THAT'S WHY
ALL WE MInTA,
LIVE CLUR LIVES
WITH THAT ICxEAL
ALveEys BUBBLING
BENEATH THE
SURFACE OF QUK
MINDS,
DASTURBING US.

#
R

GOING
TO CREATE
MY OWN
NINGO—
MY OWN
NINJA PATH.
MY OWN
DESTINY!




{ _ THANKS

' 4 TO YOU, OUR
) .- - | BRIDGE HAS
- ) ey FINALLY BEEN

COMFPLETED
BLUT..

ITS
GOING TO

BE AWFLILLY
ULl

AROUND

BACK TO PLAY
WITH YOU AGAIN




AND
THERE'S
ONLY NAME
THAT WiILL
TRLULY FIT.

AND SFEAKING
OF BRIDGES,
WE STILL
HAVE TO
OFFICIALLY
DEDICATE
THIS ONE.

NARUTO ELJILT\
THE BRIDGE

THAT |
EVENTUALLY |
CARRIED US ALL
TOHOPE AND [/
COURAGE!

THAT BOY
TOUCHED
LITTLE INARI'S

THE PECPLE
IN OUR CITY.. A




Y/ HeH.
' / QUITE SURE,
/ You sEE,
| HOPE THAT
IN GIVING
IT THAT NAME,
WE'LL ENSURE
THAT IT
WILL STAND
FOREVER..

THAT'S
WHAT
| HOFE...
AND
HOPEFLILLY,
THAT'S
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MACHY! i,f M

IT NOW!




LILILIE !

NOT AGAIN!
EVER SINCE




P -
.

-
3 - i
=
1

-"-‘ e

PR . -

YOUR NOSE
IS GROWING,
MASTER!!!

M

Yl in

S

(A5

HEY,
MASTER
KAKASHI!

ANY HOT NEW
MISSIONS FOR
THETTHCELL?
e WEVEHAD
H NOTHING BUT
' GIMMES!
BORRRRING!

e
—
———

I'LL TELL

EVERY TIME
WE GO ONA
MISSION, THEY END
UP SHOWING WME
UF AND SaVING ME.
BUT NOT
THIS TIME!

GFRR.

THOSE
T™WO..




RPN 7 YoUDHAE \a
M BEEN FINE =8
I == |F fﬂu Hw*‘r  §

ALMOST
NOMN-
EXISTENT.




WHO COULD CHALLENGE ME, 7 4 THEY MANAGED,
BUT I'M STUCK ON , TBUT THEY
NOTHING, ASSIGNVENTS ~7-| ONEVEN WORSE | _
WITHTHISTTWERP. = . ke A _TERMSNOW [ 2~

THAN THEY n’aEEif:r'-
N
[ .._.. '-:"I'I
- iy i

i

| HATE THIS... THERE 4 | DONT {
ARE GLIYS OUT THERE /o] mowHon\ ¢
HE




CAY,
THAT'SIT.
WELL CALL
IT A DAY
RIGHT

WHY WASTE
YOUR TIME
FLIRTING

WHEMN YOUu

128



CAUSEI'Mm
ALWAYS

THE WEAKEST ..

THE ONE WITTH
ALMOST NO
SPECIAL

HE'S RIGHT...
I'T DOESN'T
MATTER WHAT
OUR MISSION IS.
THEY'RE ALL
THE SAME

SKEILLS! TOME...

_ HEY, HOT STUFF!
i~ ; 5y _| | FORGET sasLkE.
iy L o ; ¥ YOU AND

. T 9 | CAN TRAIN
e | S

| IsHE GIVING
USSOME  ~%
\ E2S Ei-r

WHATEVER!
WHAT MATTERS 15,
I'M DONE LOSING!
THERE S ONLY ONE

THING AHEAD OF ME,
AND THAT'S..

'{:\TRAINING!JPI




T 7777

N T ‘M

"

N L
.5 L
o ‘\'. 3
. 5, k
i ) ;

\\

W

FAKED
You
ouT,

ROCK!!!

o

r - ¥ _I--‘-\.F 5
=

|I'I'




|

i

PROMISED
TO PLAY NINJA
WITH US!!

I

S0..
JUST
WHAT IS
ANINIA




BUT
- WHD AW
| [ 17O TALKY
' WORSE
THAN HE
IS

THAT HEY,
CHICK'S BlIG GUY,
EYING HIM WHO'S
LIKE SHE'D THE
LIKE TO KILL BABE?




T /47
a7

7




DOES L

HE GET
ALONG
WELL WITH
THE OTHER
MEMBERS
OF HIS

\H.
-
-
h?'\--_ e
NARLTO HASN'T
HAD TIME TO
GET TOGETHER
WITH ME ONCE,
| GAN'T HELP

WORRYING

TOHIS HERD..

OTHER, SNAFFING

TEAW'S
SEENALOT
OF ACTION
LATELY,
armeers ' ounowion,
MNARLITO ON ' .
HIS TOES, HE'S UCHIHA SASLIKE IS
DEVELOPING IN OUR CELL, TOO,
FAST HE AND NARLITO ARE
HE'S ALWAYS LIKE A COUPLE OF
HOPING COGS, ALWAYS
TO CATCH UP CIRCLING EACH




MmAaRL!

i
You a A f |
ALL - L L

RIGHT? ————

~JEESH!
THAT BROAD-

EROWED,
FIREBREATHIMNG
HAG!

IS SHE EVEN
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] B
IT WAS IT OFF.
MY FALLT,

OCK
YOU'RE =
GONNA e
GETIT 7\
| N AsITISt AT <
_ ﬁ“ 'R
|

5 i -
— ..
] .-'1'1 ) . . X P
. .
| ¥ i 1 -
- e = B
- e,

- s = L. "
LEVEL '_ '
PIRLTA, - - o o E ;

FHECHW

KOMOHA,

ViLLAaGE!
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7/ A ; !
I..E.’. s 3 W

e’%::

/
/

e

WaNT TO
FLAY WITH
HIM ALITTLE..
WHILE WERFE
WaITING FOR

THE NUISANCE

T GET HERE!

THE BEST
KOMNOHA'S

139




I INVITED
HERE,

7 o
IBECALISE |
BELIEVE! Have YOU

HAVE INFORMED
ALFEADY THE LORDS

LI}
I '.L-]Iiul'.-E-'alt-.m

JOURNEYWEN
MNINJA -
THE SHINVIN,

~WHAT

WE ARE
HERE TO
CASCLISS,




VA e

Iruka vs Kakashl
(2’ 7 R B

141







BAD ENOUGH il

THAT YOU'RE
A SHORT
LITTLE KID...
YOU'RE
DISRESFECTING
TOUR ELDERS!
YOU MAKE ME
WANT TO
KILL HIA!

S0 I'LL FINISH
WITH THIS
TINY SHEIMF...
AND MOVE
OM TO THE .
JuMBO sHRIME i
OVER THERE. /Y







' B, [ o 5
| Ly Y =t
I LA Y IR

{_.:: j-\. | J“___l.'q;--lr_'. ;

e gt} WE D LIKE :
i R A aM] TO HEAR FIRST
P FROM THOSE
F OVERSEEN
i A THE TRAINING

| OF OUR NEWEST
. JUNIOR

QFYou

HAVE, AMONG us. i
YOUR CHARGES, ey
ANY GENIV

YOuo
RECOMMEND
FOR THIS
YEAR'S
JOURNEYWEN
EXAMST




BEYOND
THAT, EMPLOY e
TOUR OWN I\
Juoement Y [\
ASTO L\
WHETHER W
THEY ARE READY | ||
TO ASPIRE TO |||II
THE NEXT |
LEVEL, |

% THEY THAT
0 MUST HAVE  BEFORE
- COWPLETED WE CAN

A MINIALIMA EVEN
al ! OF EIGHT cONSIDER
[ i MISS|OMNS, THEM,

B CANDIDATES
SHOULD
PROBABLY HAVE
COMPLETED
AT LEAST
BE DOUBLE THE
ASKING RECOMMENDED
THIS YET.. NUMBER OF
IT's TOO MISSIONS...
SOON > .
FOR ANY
OF THEM

Ry 10 8E TRULY
COMPETITIVE,

- THAT
ALL
THREE
O
THEM
ARE
READY
FOR
THE
a2 Y
SELECTION
EXAM.

iCELL
NUMBER 7,
LED BY
AR S|,
CONSISTS
OF UCHIHA
SASUKE,
LIZ LA
NARLUTO,
AMND HARLING
SAKLIEA,
| VOW LIFOMN
THE HONCE
OF MY
CLAN, THE
HATAKE -




ALL
THREE
ARE
FEADY
FOR
THE
CHUNN
SELECTION

NUMBER B,
LED BY KUREMNAI,
CONSISTS OF
HYUIGA HINATA,
INUZLIFA KIEA,
AND ABURAME
SHING., | VOW
LIPCN MY CWiN
CLAN, THE YLUHI,

THAT | AWM AS
CERTAIN AS IS
MY ESTEEMED
COLLEAGLE -

9 F N
HOW LUINLISLIAL THAT e
- MNUMBER 10,
FOR ALL ALL LED BY AsLImA,
THREE OF YOU THREE - CONSISTS OF
TO HAVE 4 WAMANAKA ING,
UNHESITATINGLY ARE MNARA SHIKAMARL,
ASSENTED.. READY AND AKIMICHI
FOR CHO.JI,
THE | VOW LIFON MY
CHININ CLAN, THE
SARLUTOBI, THAT |
SELECTION AMEQUALLY
AS CERTAIN -

147

YES,
IRLEAF




s

CERTAINLY, THEY
ARE ALL GIFTED
AND SHOW BOTH
COMMITMENT
AND TALENT... BUT
IT'S TOO SOON
FOR KIDS THAT

YOUNG TO BE
STEPFING
UFP TO THE

JOURMNE AN

LEVEL.

ME IF |
OVERSTEF,
BUT MOST
OF THE
NINE
STUDENTS
JUST

- WERE MY
STUDENTS
WHILE
THEY WERE
AT THE

YEARS YOUNGER
THAN NARLITO

WHERN | ATTRINED | s PERVISORS

THE RANK OF CAN'T
CHININ,
[ IRUKA, B,
Fa

==
oMLY WITH
TIME WILL
THEY HAVE
THE KIND OF
EXFERIENCE
AND MATURITY

THEY GRIPE
ABCUT EVERY
DETRIL OF
St For once | e crmm
| THINK IT wouLp| |SELECTION

oo THEM coop| | EXAMS,
TO FIMNG OUT )
WHAT REAL

DOYOU
WANT TO
DESTROY
THOSE -

‘ CHILDREN?!




> SRR

|
LNDERSTAND
YOLL..

AMND '
SOREY IF Y
RECOMMENDATION
LUFSETS YO,

BUTI
STAND BY IT,

KAKASHL..,
CANWE
FIMNISH

N

N
N

« THEY RE
NOT
YOUR

STUDENTS

ANTWORE.

R
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HE DIDIT
AGAIN -
STICKING

HIS NOSE
IN AND

MAKING

ME LOOK
Bap!!

)

DON'T BE
STUPID.
| COULD HAVE
HANDLED
THAT LOSER
IF SASLUKE
HADMN'T
BUTTED IM!

TELL
ME YOU'RE
NOT
FLANNING




. GAARA'S TATTOO SAYS "LOVE."
r——

OUR

VILLAGE.




STEALTH

SKILLS
RIVAL
KAKASHI'S.

YOU'D LOSE
CONTROL IN
A QUARFEL
WITH
CHILDREN!




5

———THI5 15 THES

e — — i =
== = —

— —
~ONE WHO NAILED

== KANKURO ———
—WITH A STONE, —
~“THAT:TOOK SKILLT—
—_—

SORRY
ABOUT
my
FRIENDS,




STATE
TOLR
BUSINESS!

JUST LET
YOU &0
YOUR
MERRY
iy,

155

~BUT
ACCORDING
TO OUR
TREATY, YOUR
NINTA ARE NOT
FERMITTED

TO CROSS
THE BORDER

WITHOUT

AUTHORIZATION




HEARD THE
OLD SAYING
ABCUT IT BEING
DARKE ST AT

OF ALL SHINOB! AT
THE SAME HIGH LEVEL
OF EXCELLENCE. ALSO
1O FOSTER FRIENDSHIF
AND LINDERSTANCING
BETWEEN NINJA,
AND OF COURSE, TO
MAINTRIN THE BALANCE

DONT KNOWE
JUMNIOR MIn.JA
ARE SENT FROM

AND THE MINOR

LANDS BETWEEN
OUR HOME AND YOURS
TO COMPETE AGAINST




A LISTEN,
¥ YOIL WHEMN

' YOU ASK
T /] SOMEONE

A QUESTION,

CONSIDERED
1) P

\TO LISTEN |
. | ToTHEIR |
. | ENTIRE

HEY,
KOMNOHAMARL
MAayYBE | sHOULD

ENTER
THIS CHOMNIN
SELECTION
EXAam THING

TOO, HLH?T

—




Fy Eﬁ? )




Per, STICKING

~EXRCEFT THE
KONOHA RAVEMN-
HAIR AND
THE SPOOK
FROM THE SAND.
KEEF AN EYE
ON THEM.
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KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S

POINTLESS LITTLE STORY
Wi - N EA THE EIGHT-FRAME MANGA ON THE
LIV LEFT BRINGS BACK FOND MEMORIES

T ] L
RARER ik FOR ME OF KOISHI, THE FRIEND WHO
DREW IT FORME BACK IN COLLEGE.

| HAD BEEN DRAWING MANGA SINCE
MY HIGH-SCHOOL DAYS, BUT | DIDN'T

HAVE A SINGLE FRIEND WHO SHARED

MY PASSION, IN COLLEGE, | HEARD OF

A GROUP OF MANGA FANS AND ASPIRING
ARTISTS WHO CALLED THEMSELVES
THE MANKEN, OR MANGA LAB. BUT

THEY WEREN'T SO MUCH DRAWING MANGA
AS THEY WERE FATTING EACH OTHER

ON THE BACK FOR DRAWING PIN-UPS AND

ILLUSTRATIONS WITHNO ATTEMPT AT
STORYTELLING WHATSOEVER. | AVOIDED
THOSE PHONIES LIKE THE PLAGUE AND
WENT MY OWN WAY, TRYING TO DRAW
ACTUAL MANGA,

THEN, ONE DAY, | MET A MAN WHO

CLAIMED HE HAD DRAWN ALITHENTIC
MANGA BACK IN HIGH SCHOOL, |HAD
DOUBTS ABOUT WHETHER HE WAS ON
THE LEVEL, 50 | CHALLENGED HIM. | WAS
DETERMINED TO FIND CUT WHETHER HE
WAS A REAL MANGA ARTIST OR ANCTHER
PHONY. | DEMANDED THAT HE DRAW A TWO-
PAGE STORY FOR ME ON THE SFOT, SO HE
DREW THE MANGA ON THE LEFT AND GAVE

IT TO ME. IT WAS MOMENT OF INTENSE JOY
FOR ME TO HOLD SOMEONE ELSE’S MANGA
IN MY HAND LIKE THAT, FOR THE VERY FIRST
TIME, AND | TREASURE HIS MANGA TO THIS
VERY DAY,




HEY! .
HEY! |

HEy, hk'h \ A o : |Fﬁ _r. |

oD 0%, Ay = i |

I Pty - E S ' .I P F

AR\ 1 AVFTIE. Il ! l‘ ;
- T | W= ¥ |

2 L g g !ﬂ i} Y L RE T / ]
7 Yo [N 36: SAKURA'S DEPRESSION
- e I VERTRLTINT % WA TS WS~ orae

; or ~=T ; ; % ;

PROBABLY ard ¥ o e N !
I'lﬂﬂ O o 1 i 1
SOMETHING [F7 g ;
TO DOWITH 3
e el [ | e

THE CHanin
EXAM'S
COMING UF...
WORD 1S THEY'LL
BE LETTING

FOR THE FIRST
TIME IN FIVE [

| DOUBT THAT.
THEY 58y
THREE OF
THEM ARE IN
THE CELL
TRAINED BY
KAKASHI,




Vo iy T P
mb@r 36: < fr 2 L -
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| PAEAN,
THINK HOW | FEEL.
| OVERSLEFT,
AND | DIDN'T
EVEN GET
TO BLOW-DRY

WHY IS IT,
WHENEVER
WE GET
CALLED OUT,
WE END UFP
WAITING
LIKE DOFES

OFAY, LOOK!
ARE WE GOING
TO JUST
STAND AROUND
AND LET
THEM GET AWAY
WITH THIS?




BUT IVE
RECOMMENDED
ALL THREE
OF YOU FOR
THE GHIMINV

SELECTION &

FILL

APPLICATIONS., ALMOST
HAD LIS,

)
<\ s




AFTERNOOMN.

WIRNT TCA

f ﬂr = -
YOU NEEDN'T . sl
LT e
ROOM 30! AT THOSE COMFPETE
THE SCHOOL APFLICATION | THE EXAM
BY 4-00 FORMS . IS ENTIRE
UNLESS You - 4
ry | VOLLUNTARY,

&
"-p

Fi

LA |
i -
Piate i
i )} 1
Ll R = 1
- -. - I..

A




SELECTION
EXAm!

[ THIS SENILE
OLD FOOL
TO RETIRE!




A

| MIGHT
GET TO
FACE OFF
AGAINST
THAT
SFOOK,
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=
SOUMECONE
AS
TALENTLESS
ASYOU REALLY
FLANNING
'I"D 'EQHE THE

E:E LECTION

—

BUNCH
OF WET-
BEHIND-
THE-
EARS
SNOTNOSES!




You
MISUNDER-
STAND!

THERE ARE PECPLE %
WHO MADE IT, THE SHonNIN o
THEN IMMEDATELY ; / EXAM IS z
GAVE P BEING ' INCREDIBLY A
SHINOBL.. i DIFFICULT...
OTHERS WHO ENDED AND WE:
UP CRIPPLED. SHOULD KNOW,
SOME REDUCED WE VE FAILED
THREE
TO VEGETRBLES... L
WEVE SEEN =
IT ALL!

AND
You
LITTLE
PLNKS
HAVE
THE
NERVE
TO APPLY?

THE
RESPONSIBILITIES EETE;EEE-
FOR FRILED AT,
CHININ
MISSIONS
AND DEAD ARE CELL
COMMANDERS,
SHINOBI REST ad
FIRMLY THEY LEAD
THEIR
ON THEIR dpnicn
SHOULDERS, :

170



SAVING
A STEF BY
WEEDIMNG
OUT THE
OBVIOLIS
LOSERS

BEFOREEHAMNDY,

AND
DROF THE
FORCEFIELD
ILLUSION
YOUVE
CREATED
WHILE
YOU'RE

- LT
You'o
BETTER
LET
ME
THROUGH.

171

FIGURED
THAT OUT,




Y

YOU'RE
THE
MOST
ANALYTICAL
AT AND
LUNDERSTANDING THE BEST
THE IN OUR
ART CELL..
CF
ILLUSION,

OBVIOUSLY,
WE'RE
STILL
ON
THE
SECOND
FLOOR.




i

T
[T
Pl




HE FERCEIVEDR
THE ATTACK
FPATTERNS ON
BOTH SIDES AnD
FLANTED HIMSELF
AT THE NEXUIS OF
BOTH THEIR KICKS...
IS THAT EVEN
FOSSIBLER!




<

READ
THI5<<
WAY

/

YOL'RE THE
ONE WHO
INSISTED

WE SHOULD

AOID |
DRAWING
ATTENTION
TO -

OURSELVES,

WHAT TH..7
HIS BRUISES
HAVE ALREADY







IS

COMMON
COURTESY
TO GIVE
YOLIR
OWN NAME

FIRST,

HAVE TO
TELL
YOU A

: r- YOU'RE A
-y, ROCKIE,

o N\ How oLp?

ARENT
YOou >

L

N

1 1...;?.;,5;_1_ s
MNOT A e
SINGLE
SCRATCH!




HEH..
S0 THOSE
ARE KAKASHI
AND BUYTS PRECIOLS
BRATS, EHT WELL,
AT LEAST THEY

LIEE WE
==—1"1 can AMUSE
1= OURSELVES
7 WITH THIS
YEAR'S

g LET'S GO,
e LEE.
®. WHAT ARE

N — "\ YOUDOING?
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YOu
THERE'S GLYS..

SOMETHING GO
| VWANT ON

TO .
CHECK N
FIRST, HEL

VWANT
TO
FIGHT?

TCO BE CONTINUED IN NARUTO VOL.5!



M 7ANanN

For more information, visit vizmanga.com




