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= This volume of Naruto is apparently the
. first to be created entirely digitally.
My guess is that, in the future, manga
production will continue to move
B flrther and further into this kind of

? production and away from the mere

i traditional methods.
e Both the backgrounds and the charac-
ters themselves are created in soft-
ware as polygons; and once the initial
design and programming is donre, ary imaginable composition
is possible. For action seduences, we use motion capture
to create and manipulate the coclest poses we can come
up with. It's all done on the computer; without using ary
paper or ink. Our methods will probably continue to change
as the techrology evolves... but there's one thing that
won't ever change: the need to invent good stories!

—Masashi Kishimoto, 2001

Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college,
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his
manga Karakuri ("Mechanism™). Kishimoto decided to base his
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of
MNaruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits;
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan.
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OROCHINMARV’

STORY AND ART BY
MASASHI KISHINMOTO



SAKURA 7
Smart and studious, Sakura
s the brightest of Maruto’s
classmates, but she'’s con-
stantly distracted by her
crush on Sasuke. Her goal:
to win Sasuke's heart!

NARUTO T /L[

When Maruto was born,a
destructive fox spirit was
imprisoned inside his body.
spurned by the older vil-
lagers, he's grown into an
attention-secking trouble-
maker. His goal: to become
the village's next Hokage.

SASUKE A7
The wop student in
Maruma’s class, Sasuke
comes from the prest-
gious Lchiha clan. His
goal: to get revenge on a
mysterious person who
wronged him in the past,




e ﬂ THE SOUND NINJA
MITARASHI ANKO (OTONIN);§ &

These mysterious ninja are in the forest only

o do thewr master Orochimaru® :udd-ug —_

e —f

e it 5 ] D
The Second Chief Examination Officer, proctor of to destroy Sasuke!
the test in the Forest of Death! She tried hunting
dewn Orochimaru herself, but since he slipped
through her fingers. she has been waiting for the

hielp of the elite Black Ops team she summoned

: G

THE ASUMA CELL
Choji 3773~
Inol, 3¢
Shikamaru - 777 L

Chaji, Ing and Shikamaru chased afoer

ROCK LEE 11y %7+1]— ik e e
aruto’s toam hoping to steal thelr scrol
Rock Lee is one of the most talented young shinobi Whatching fram the sidelines as Lee and
areund, and hes completely infaruated with Salkurs Sakura fight the Sound MNinja, they've bean
SE‘P.‘IF.‘IT{'I" from his teammates Nn:_'_i and Tenten in the f:g-l:rl:mg whether o pet invalved or sty in
forest, he tried to act as Sakura's protector but was the shadows. ..but now Ino is jumping into
severely knocked around by the Sound Ninja. the fray, coming to her rival Sakura’s aid?

THC STORY SW FAR. ..

Twelve years ago, a destructive nine-miled foo spiric atacked the ninja village of Konohagakure. The
Haokage. or village champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul into the body of a baby boy. Mow that
boy. Uzumaki Maruto, has grown up to become a ninja-in-trainimg, learning the art of sy with his
chassmates Sakura and Sasuke

Maruto, Sasuke and Sakura are deep in the Forest of Death, the: site of the second stage of the Chiinin
(Journeymman MNinj) Selection Exam. . .but more urgent concerns have disoracted them from collecting the
scrolls they need to pass the est After coming under the attack of the nefaniows impostor Orochmary,
Maruto and Sasuke now be unconsclows on the forest Nloor Miarashd Anko, the sxam procior, chazes after

Crochimaru and learns his intentions: to mold Sasuke inte his successor. . assuming Sasube survives the
curse that Orochimaru placed on him, Cirochimaru’s ménions, the mysterious Sound MNinja, are also hont-
ing down Sasuke, and they're confused to discover that their leader has already caught his prey, But theyre

not prepared to back down, so the burden s on Sabwra to defend her helpless teammates. ..




NARUTO

\VOL. 7
OROCHINMAR\'S C\URSE

COUONTENTS
iﬁi

MNAMABER 55  NO HOLDS BARRED!!
MNAMABER 56 THE STRENGTH THAT IS GIVENL..I!
MNASKMABER 57 TEN HOM/RS EARLIER...
MNASNABER 58 WITWESSES...!!
MNASNABER 59 THE TRAGEDS OF THE SAND!!
MAIMABER 60 THE LAST CHANCE.. . !!
MNAMABER 6 THE PATH O\ SHO\/LD TREAD...
MASMABER 62 TRAPPED LIK.E RATS!!
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WHAT
KinD OF
FREAKIN'
ART IS

JUST A
FAT GLY
ROLLING
HIMSELF




_THING
CEHITS ME,

WITH THAT
KING OF
ROTATION...
S50 MUICH
FOR AIR
PRESSURE!
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EVERYBODY'Sg~ -
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Y
CANT

MOVE!
WHY IS
THAT !

WH-WHAT
ARE
YOU DOING
AT A




\WINIW/ iz

: ,::f THE ART ﬂEd"s‘*f
.ME I,qu-m*r' m}/

SHIKAMARL'S
HALLMARK ﬁ
TECHMNIQLIE, -
WHERE HE JOINS ——

AND ATTACHES ———

1 FORCING HIS ENEM"""_“‘
TO MIMIC EVERY ————
MOVE HE MAKES!

HE CAN DO THIS

ONLY BRIEFLY Fﬂ'%

ANY GIVEN TIME.,

RS

YOU GOTIT,
SHIKAMARL!
TAKE CARE OF
i IE-DD‘?’ WHILE

ASTRAL PROJECTION
WHEREBY INO CAN
TEMPORARILY TAKE
CONTROL OF HER

OPPONENT'S
BODY, HEART




IF EITHER
OF 1O
MAKE S

A MOVE,

GO FINISH
THE EXAam
WITHOUT

WHEN | CAN
NO LONGER
SENSE
EITHER
OF YOUR
CHAKRAS, ILL
RELEASE
Kin!







THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, FART ONE: GROWING UP

| WAS THE FIRST-BORN OF TWIN BROTHERS IN A TOWRN IN
OKARMMA FREFECTURE IN I974. | WAS EXTREMELY FREMATLURE
AND HAD TO BE FUT INTO AN INCUBATOR AT ONCE. WITHOUT IT,
| WOULD HAVE DIED. MY SURVIVAL wiAs A VICTORY FOR SCIENCE.
MY HOMETOWN HAS A TRADITION THAT PERSISTS TO THIS DAY
WHERE, ON ONE'S FIRST BIRTHDAY A MOCHI RICE CAKE 15
FPLACED UFPON YOUR BACK AND THREE OBJECTS ARE PLACED
BEFORE YOU. DEFENDING ON WHICH OF THOSE THREE A CHILD
GRABS FIRST, THAT CHILD'S FUTLUIRE PATH CAN BE DETERMINED.
I FRONT OF MY TWIN AND |, OUR PARENTS FLACED AN ABACUS
(TO REPRESENT SCHOLARSHIP), A BRUSH PEN AND MONEY, THE
STORY IS THAT AFTER SOME HESITATION, MY YOUNGER BROTHER
TOOK HOLD OF THE BRUSH PEN. AND AT THAT SAME MOMENT,
' TOLD | UNHESITATINGLY WENT FOR THE CASH, LALUGHING
ALL THE WaY, WHAT A BRAT! | MAYy HAVE BEEN A MERCENARY BABY,
BUT AS | GREW OLDER, MY INTERESTS TURNED TOWARD
DRAWING... AS DID THOSE OF WY BROTHER, TO THIS DAY, THERE
AFRE TWO LARGE BROWN STAINS ON THE WALL OF MY FARENTS
HOME. WHEN | ASKED MY MOTHER ABOUT IT, SHE TOLD ME,
WHEN YOU TWO WERE BABIES, YOU USED THE POOP THAT HAD
COZED OUT OF YOUR DIAFERS TO DECORATE THE WALL. WEVE
TRIED TO WASH IT OFF TIME AND TIME AGAIN, BUT THE STAIN
REMAINS." THAT'S WHEN | REALIZED I'DWANTED TO BE AN ARTIST
MY ENTIRE LIFE.
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AanD
ALLOW LS
TO LEAVE
IN PEACE.
AFTER WHAT
WEVE DONE,
IT Moy SEEM

ALOT

OFUSALL,
THAT IF
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Uus Go

THAT MERITS
FLURTHER

« THEN THE
NEXT TIME WE

FACE YOU,
WE WILL STAY 'TIL
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PLEASE
ACCEPT
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TOKEN OF |7~
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WIATCHING
You
FISSES
ME
OFF!




YOUR
HAIR!!

LONG HAIR
1S FUN, TOO...
AND | REALLY
LIKED HAVING
IT...

<]

~LBUTLET'S
BE REALISTIC.
WE'RE IN THE
FOREST,
FIGHTING ENEMIES,
MOVING FAST...
AND THIS IS
SO LOwW-




" LOOK AT \ R'F
SAKURA, (| |f
BLUFFING
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KNOWWEDEE |

DE.ﬂﬂWITmuU
HERAND /|

ey -

)-“\\-_H—E/I’f l,"“l\. = ..

o

TENTENF :
ENTE HUH?

WHEN DI
YOU GET

_._-:"‘

\\w"“

‘WJ'M 5"'

Wl Hﬁh

S

e

LEE!

ARE YOUu

ALL




WHUNH...7
WHERE (1D
THE OTONIN
SOuUND
NINJA GO...7

WERE YOU
THINKING,
GONG OFF
HALF-
COCKED
LIKE THAT,

S-5AKLIFA
NEEDED ME!
SAVING HER
Wwias my
SACREDDUTY..

YOUR
WORDS ARE YOU'RE
S0 SHARP, An IDIOT,
IFITRY TO s YOU KNOW
ANSWER : THAT,

BACK, RIGHT?
I'LL CUT .
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, FART TWO: STARTING SCHOOL

WHERN | WAS OLD ENOUGH TO GO TO KINDERGARTEN, | BECAME INTERESTED
IN AWHOLE VARIETY OF NEW THINGS, BUGS, THE FLOW OF A RIVER...

IF SOMETHING CAUGHT MY ATTENTION, IT WOULD HOLD MY FOCUS LUNTIL
SOMECNE INTERRLIFTED ME. I'M TOLD MY MOTHER AND MY TEACHERS HAD TO
COME LOOKING FOR ME ALL THE TIME. AT HOME, | DID THE SAME THING.
WHEN | WAS WATCHING TV, I'D TUNE OUT THE REST OF THE WORLD. EVEN IF

MY FATHER CALLED ME BY MY PET NICKNAME, MABO, AND PHYSICALLY TURNED
MY FACE 50 HE COLLD SEE ME--UNDERSTANDABLY WANTING HIS CHILD TO FAY
ALITTLE ATTENTION TO HIM~—| STILL CONCENTRATED ON THE SCREEN. HE
SAYS THAT MY FOCUS REMAINED SO COWMPLETELY ON THE TV AND MY FACE
GOT SO INTENSE THAT IT WAS ALITTLE SCARY. AND IT MADE HIM ENVY THE
TELEVISION, BACK THEN, TVWAS THE MOST INCREDIBLY THRILLING, STIM-
ULATING THING | COULD IMAGINE. ONE OF MY FAVORITES WAS "DORAEMON,"

| WOULD DRAW THAT CHARACTER'S FACE OVER AND OVER AGAIN, NO MATTER
WHERE | WAS, ACTUALLY ALL MY KINDERGARTEN CLASSWMATES LOVED DORAE-
MON, TOO, AND ALSO USED TO TRY AND DRAW HIPMA WITH ME. BUT | WAS A TOTAL
STICKLER ABOUT IT, ESFECIALLY ABOUT THE WY THE CHARACTER'S EYES HAD
TO BE DRAWN, THE DIAGRAMS BELOW SHOW WHAT | MEAN. EVERYONE KEFT
DRAWING THE CHARACTER THE WY HE LOOKS IN FIGURE 2.BUT FIGURE 1 15
THE VERSION THAT'S CORRECT! | ALWAYS POINTED THAT OUT TO THEMWM AND
LECTURED THEM ABOUT THE RIGHT WY TO DO IT. IN RETROSFECT, I'D HAVE
TO 5AY | WAS AN OBNOXIOUS LITTLE PERFECTIONIST, BACK THEN, | EVEN
CONDEMNED ANYONE WHO USED THE "DORAEMON DRAWING SONG™" TO
DRAW DORAEMON AS A HERETIC!

‘EQITOR'S NOTE: "THE DORAEMON DRAWING SONG™ (OR "DORAEMON MO
C-ERAK] UTA" ) GIVES STEF-B8Y-5TEF INSTRUCTIOMNS FOR HOW TO DRAW
DORAEMON; FEESUMABLY, USING THE SONG SEEMED LIKE A COP-0OUT
TO THE KINDERGARTEN-AGED KISHWOTO,

FIG. 1 FIG. 2



—-_1L-\. ____‘_ a "lz--.._-

-.___mherSB Wﬁnesses...ﬂ

-a_'_"l-_":"_

= =




THREE HAVE
FAR EXCEEDED
THE SKILLS OF
MERE GENIN
JUNIOR
MINJA!

BEATEN THE N
PREVIOUS iR T
RECORD BY L\ Ijk
OVER FOUR P Y S
HOURS! e \

ESPECIALLY
THIS
BROWN-
HAIRED
BOY WITH
THE

! _LTHEIR V' mOUGHLY -

B et | PATH ALLEDWITH 10 ko FROM THE \ |
STROLLED HAZARDOUS GATESWHERE 1___'
THROUGH TERFAIN, POISON THE STUDENTS
WAS A DAY BEASTS,., A EXAM TO THIS

Tower.. /14 1L
- d-'-. -.-r_"_' e
T T

e i | fadetlsl




AT HIS
CLOTHES..




~AND NOT
SO MUCH AS
A SMUIDGE
ON HIS
CLOTHES!

THERE'S
NOT A

Il LlLII-'EE TH-ﬂT-.y
WOULD BE
IMPOSSIBLE!
V.

/-

AFEAT A _—

T

|§ BaCKTRACKING i
EWENE#EEHEE@}
memTHETWEzf

= L
g - INDICATED ON B

e

IT'S BEEN THIS
AWHILE MUST HAVE l.
SINCE SOMETHING
WEVE SEEN TODOWITH
SUCH A HIS INNATE
FROMISING
CANDIDATE.,

BUTHE'S
GoT A
NASTY
LOOK IN




WOOHOO!
SURVIVING IN
THESE WOODS
IS AS EASY AS

WOO0S ARE
CRAWLING
WITH ENEMWMIES,
YOU KNOW!

r—————— — 1 Z
) WHEN by
BUT HOW IT FEELS {7 ey
You ALwars | THREATENED | |
MANAGE TO |* S BY EXTERNAL |/, =%
TWIST _ DANGER,
EVERYTHING EVEN THE (
ARCUND SMALLEST
UNTILIT G INSECT WILL £ o
PELATES BACK ™ |
TOINSECTS & :
AMAZES ME!

AND, JUST
FOR THE
RECORD, | R
AM STILL THE &
LEADER OF R
THIS TEAM! 1%




f

WE'RE
1 supPOSED
N ToeeonTHE |
LOOEDUT FOR -
ENEMIES AND |
POTENTIAL =

mNEERj.j !
i

WHAT'S AHEAD
OF US FOR
THE NEXT

KILOMETER

—
LI W R

1 [
I-



ByaKLisAan’
THE
ALL-S5EEING
EVIL EYE,
HEREDITRARY
TRAIT OF THE
MEMBERS
OF CLAN
HYLIGA!




THE EXAM,
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TOLOTOSTEAL | ==
AND DELIVER X
A COMPLETE SET
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MORE EXTRA
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NO ONE SAID
WE COULDN'T
S5TEAL MORE

: _ THAN THAT IF WE
= TR WANTED TO!
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SEEM TOO
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g LESS EYES
THE DEMON WITH THE
GO0, ENDLESS
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IF THEY
SFOT US,
WERE

4

LETSGET
OUT OF HERE...

WHILE WE

STILL GAN!

THE
SO0ONER
WE'RE OUT OF
THIS FOREST,
THE BETTER!

1 WECAN

| HEAD

e STRAIGHT
FOR
A THE




AND | CAN'T
AFFORLD




ME,

AND
I'LL KILL
YOLI,

e

Ve
NEVER
THOUGHT
OF EITHER
OF YOU
AS WY
v SIBLINGS.

7

YOUR BIG
BROTHER
TELLS

THAT S
ENCUGH!




SISTER
TO YOUu?
I'm

b,

W

Y







IS

WAS GOING TO
KILL HIm!
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART THREE: PRIMARY SCHOOL

AS AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLER, | SPENT ALOT OF
TIME EVERY DAY DOODLING IN MY "ANYTHING GOES"
SKETCHBOOK. EVEN WHEN | WAS OUT ON THE PLAY-
SROUND PLAYING TAG, | ALWAYS HID REALLY WELL IM
HOFES THAT WHOEVER WAS "IT" WOLILDN'T FIND ME
AND SAT QUIETLY, DRAWING DORAEMON IN THE DIRT.

THEMN ONE SUCH DAY, | SAW AN AMAZING TV SHOW.
"WHAT IN THE WORLD 15 1T7" | WONDEREDL. IT'S 50
COOL, AND THE ARTWORK IS AWESOME,” THE SHOW
WAS. . "MOBILE SUIT GUNDAM," AFTER THAT, MY
SKETCHBOOK WAS ALWAYS CRAMMED WITH DRAWINGS
OF ROBOTS CALLED MOBILE SUITS. ZAKL, GOUF, DOM,
M, DOZLE ZAB.... | FEVERISHLY DREW ALL KINDS OF
GUNDAM CHARACTERS.

THEN ON ANCOTHER DAY, | S5AW ANOTHER INCREDIBLE

TV SHOW AND THOUGHT, "'W-WOW! THE ART 15 AMAZING!
AND IT HAS SUCH STYLE!!" THE PROGRAM WAS "DR SLUMFP:
ARALE-CHAN," FROM THAT POINT On, ALL | WANTED TO
DRAW WAS ARALE-CHAN. | EVEN ENTERED A CRAYON
SKETCH OF ARALE-CHAN INTO AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
ART EXHIBITION. | CAN STILL REMEMBER MY MOTHER
SAYING, "IF THIS ARALE-CHAN 15 A GIRL, THEN YOU HAVE
TO FUT LIPSTICK ON HER, "AND JUST LIKE THAT, SHE
ADDED RED LIFSTICK TO MY DRAWING OF ARALE-CHAN.

| ALSO REMEMBER CLEARLY THAT THAT WAS THE FIRST
TIME IN WY LIFE THAT | COMPLETELY LOST MY TEMPER.

ARED SMEAROF — ?
LIFSTICK LIKE THIS!
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IVE
FINISHED
SETTING

UF THE
STICKS AND
KINCLING!
COULD YOU g
PLEASE
IGNITE IT
WITH YOUR

FIREBALL 7!




P
E A
OH! HUNGRY,
I’ HUNGRY! WHICH m LSOIT
HLIREY UP MEANS... WILL ANOIT
AND BE READY MUST BE OVER BEGAN

TOGET IN

LOOKS LIKE
THE BIGGEST
LITTLE FISHIE, |
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T OF 1

I0TH PLACE
HYLIGA HINATA
S5IVOUTES

4TH FLACE
MASTER IRLIKA
T2 VOTES

TOTAL NUMBER OF VOTES:
T2 33VOTES! !

THANKS TO EVERYONE FOR
ALL THOSE VOTES!!!

IMTH: MITARASHI ANKD
2TH: HYUGA NEJ
I3TH: YLHI KUEENAI
IETH: MASTER GAl
IETH: OROCHIMARL
ETH: MORING ISIKI 74 VOTES
FTH: SARLITOEI ASLIMA 65 VOTES,
IBTH: KISHIMOTO MASASH IETVOTES
FTH: INARS 56 VOTES
20TH: KONOHAMARL 43 VOTES
2IST: INUZLIKA KIBA 135 VOTES

ZeND: KABUTD o VOTES
23°0: OTONIN SOUND NINGA 107 VOTES
24TH: TENTEN B3VOTES
25TH: NINE-TAILED FOX T2VOTES
26TH: TEMAR TIVOTES

2TTH: NARA SHIKAMARL 66 VOTES
2TH: KANKURD 62 VOTES
29 TH: EBISU S5VOTES
30TH: PAMANAKA NG SIVOTES

*THESE ARE THE RESULTS OF A CHARACTER
POPLLARITY POLL CONDUCTED IN JARAN,
WOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE CHARACTER
BY WRITING TO:

NARLITD CHARACTER POLL
SHONEN JUMP

CIOVIZ, LLC

F.O. BOX 7700

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 4107

UZ LiMAaK] NARLITO
6,727 VOTES
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SOMETHING |

ILL AN\

YEAH

IT'S ALAEADY
THE MIDDLE

OF THE
FOURTH

THERE'S NOT .
MUCH POINT w\t A
HUNTING... | DOUBT }
THERE'S ANYONE
LEFT WITH WHAT
WE NEED.. OR WITH
WEAK ENOUGH
CEFENSES TOLET

o
lJT‘I‘
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coeswr. U,
THE OTHER {

UMMM,
| GUESS | WASN'T {
PAYING THAT SCROLLHAVE |
MLUCH ATTENTION THE CHARACTER |
\ WHEN THEY FOR HEAVEN
) SHOWED IT TO WRITTEN RIGHT [
I'“-. US BEFORE | HERE? af?
THE EXAM.., / fad |
s AND, :
UNLIKE THIS

ONE, IT HAS A }
LIGHT-COLORED
BORDER AT
EITHER
END?
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|
[
|

THAT S
BOPERCENT
OF THE
TEST
TIME,

\
\

e
™
k!

——

WELL, \
THE SECOND
EXAM IS OnLY
OUE TO LAST

FIVE DaYS...
AND FOUR DAYS
HAVE ALREADY

ELAFSED,

AMAXIMUM OF B
I3 TEAMS
A wiL

i

MNLUMBER
OF TEAMS
THAT COULD

FOSSIBLY FASS

THE TEST




READ
(THls ¢
' WAY /f”"\
! _f"' AND h!
<3 ASSOON WE HAVE
}- - ASONEOF | [ NOwaY OF
' EITHER TYFE | KINCAWING TF
OF SCROLL IS | ALL 25 OF THE
- T DESTROYED... ..- C?'I“JE OTHER SCROLLS
,) SURVIVED,
s = - y
: 5&_{{ ) [ EITHER.
T o ot |? Eﬂ:mLL -\.\__\_._.-"
27 OF THE
o i | OTHER TYPE
a e AUTOMATICALLY
T BECOMES
' B R, HE.-"—".'I.-"EN EARTH
e
2B = o
" WE SPLIT UP
. | FROM THE REST
WELL 1 OF THE TEAMS
THE NEXT HAVETO | - FROM KONOHA...
ENEMY WIDENOUR [—— 71 ANDHADTO
SEARCH.. [ LA SPEND TWO DAYS
N _i~.- \ LETTING OUR
AW TN WOUNDS
r*’ eAny ¥~  HEAL,
b1 .'..(z*:ﬁ_i-?’““r-'\-_"".:r_l o
TOMAKE Yo A Argh 2 30 P
UPFORTHE - 1L "‘E} LA
TIMEAND (33 s MEL N
DISTANCE (= i b e
WEVE LOST. [« &7 rte ) ';.;-"-"Za’h o
\F""" 'J' e “"I-F--'J 'f'. |
[ ] Nl

~OUR
LAST

CHANCE!!!







WOR'T EVEN
HAVE TO
THEOW A
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NINJUTSU
MANLIALS,
FECIFES
FORPOISONS,
BlLANK
SCROLLS
FOR TAKING
NOTES..

AFEW
BRUSH STROKES
HERE, SOME
DECORATION
THERE, AND ONE

OF THESE CAN

IFIT'S

MILLION
OF 'EM.

FASSFOR A
HEAVEN SCROLL
IN NO TIME!
A
I L |
,\IHHI”” E“’EEL'JF‘E“ /r
AORWHAT'S 111 I L
::meﬁEN \ MAKE THE | W-WAIT
INSIDE CUTSIDE 1 JUST A
LOOK THE MINUTE!!
THEM! e
THE MINUTE S \
THEY OPEN IT, \1. IDEA WHAT
WELL GET THE INSIDE
BUSTED OF THE
YO IHOT! A SCROLLS
LOOK LIKE..,

50..YEAH!
YOU FROBABLY

TO GET INTD
THE TOWER AT
THE END OF

. THESE THINGS
HAVE SOME
KIND OF CRYPTIC
PASSWORD
WRITTEN IN THEM
THAT DOESN'T
MAKE SENSE
UNTIL YOU BRING

BOTH PIECES
\eenes..




" THAT PROUD

B 2 LOOK ONHIS
5 FACE FOOLED
f;;,‘c - ME INTO

EXFECTING HIM

4 TO ACTUALLY
COME LIPWITH
SOMETHING!

WE NEVER
SAW THE INSIDE
OF AHEAVEN
SCROLL INTHE ¢

FIRST PLACE, |3 g
SO THERE'S NO {2 g,
TELLING WHAT =i -/ 33
IT 540!

ITSNO

LSE EVEN
TRYING TO

~WE
COULD
USE WHAT
WwE O
HAVE TO
DEDUCE ITS
CONTENTS..?




TOLD NEVER
| TO LOOK
INSIDE THE
SCROLLS.
NOT FOR ANY
REASON...

1 FORGOTTEN
h THE RLULES,
YOou IDIoT A

NOT LUNTIL
WE FEACH













HOPELESS!
| CAN'T TURN
MY BACK ON

YOU FOR ONE




V

THEY
ALL LAY LiN-
CONSCIOUS
HERE IN THE
FOREST OF
DEATHUNTIL
AFTER THE
EXAM WAS
OVERL

LAST
TIME | TOOK
THIS TEST,
EVERYONE
WHO FEEKED

AT THE
SCROLLS..

HIT IN THE
EYE WITH
ASPELL OF
HYPNOSIS THE
MOMENT THEY
LOOKED
INSIDE,

CWILL

FIND THEWM- \ J
SELVESIMN

A SITUATION
WHERE THEY
WiLL BE

"‘:-uh__m

i \'{ 1 F N
WELL...
LORYOU PROB- | WASNT %’fﬂm YOUR
COULD ABLY AFTERYOUR | | JOUDOING NAME |5
HAVE JUST NOT... SCROLL, KABUTO,
STOLEN IF THAT'S
WHAT YOURE
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SCROLL,
TOO,

BUT
YOU'RE
STILL AFTER
THE HEAVEN

TO JOIN UP
WITH THEM AT
THE TOWER

MNOW,

BUT |1 GOT
SEPARATED

FROMWM MY TEAM.

't ON MY Wity
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|——
=
|

.

4 |
r |

=8 L
VLA e L




HAVE YO
LOST YOUR

JOKINGT




.1
SORRY,
S5AS5LIKE,
BUT | THINK
NARLITO
IS RIGHT.

-

J_/

CHALLENGING | TRIED
HIM IS THE T WARN
CANLY Wy Yo
WE'LL BE = BEFORE.
OUT OF THE
- FOREST

- IN TIME TO
\ PASS THIS




YOU'RE MORE
INTERESTED
IN MAKING A BIG
GESTURE THAM

- R gl / OTHERWISE
YOUPUT .t/ YOU WOULDN'T
i Wiy ar
_YOUWOULD WERE oG B THE RISK OF

BLINDSIDED PRETENTIOUS

HAVE JUST # ISSUING THAT
FORMAL /




1""- ?-' allELilE = llll-- iy
: )
wl 1 2 T

= AT
e T ﬁ_ GETTING k1 Ly |I
':'C}U-E‘HDULD FFE-I—I-'-T. q"‘-\l I— :i rlll--'l'lli::u"..u
TREAD. E?' éu'_““ HEAVY IN ' T4 A

THINK LESDS
OF YOu
FOR BEING

THAT WA,
IN FACT ..

BUT...
LET'S MOVE
WHILE WE
DISCUSS

FROM YOUR FIRE
AND THE AROMA
OF THOSEFISH ||, "
YOU ROASTED CAN | LI.‘, | J:k
BE SMELLED ||
FOR GUITE A |
DISTANCE.

THE SMOKE '
/

BY NOW, /
EVERY wILD -
ANIMAL OR \

ENEMY IN THE '|
AREA MUST
BE MOVING .
N ON LS, "-',ﬂ_:_ :




. YO WERE
i MORE ALERT,
- You'to

4 1..\'..-' \ =
2 IT TAKES o,

DO You INTELLIGENCE
KNOWTHE ToWIN BATTLES
INTELLIGENT |0 TERRITORY

THING TO LIKE A JUNGLE
Do?




" CLOSER WE GET

TO THE END OF THE
EXAM, THE MORE
FPEOFLE WILL BE
CARRYING SCROLLS
T THE FINISH LINE...
MAKING THE TOWER
AND ITS
VICIMNITY...

~SOMEONE WHO
HAS CAPTURED
BOTH THE
HEAVEN AND
EARTH SCROLLS

AND 1S TAKING
THEM BACK TO
THE TOWER!




IGETIT!

WHILE WE'RE

WAaITING TO
AMBLISH
THEM...

.
lll'

7

WHAT'S
THE REST

T 7
[/ ? imlslsﬁam /
BE SWEET!

|

_

ITLL BE
WORTH A
LITTLE SWEAT
IFWE GET
TO KICK
EVERYONE
ELSE'S
BUTTS..

|

r
I

\

1




THINK YOU'RE
: HOME FREE,
I/ DONTRELAX
=1  YOURGUARD
= FORANINSTANT,
—.| THEcowDITIONS £
\ OF THIS EXAM ARE |

= \ APTTOGWERISE [ ¥,

OuUT ANOTHER
SORT OF
ENEMY...
I CALL
THEM THE
COLLECTORS.

P

TOTHEM.. /% fegz
— <
50 THEY TRY 4
TO GET THEIR od R
HANDS ON AS
MANY EXTRA SETS OF THEY'RE THE
ot abioahn sl ONES WHO MAY
TO BUY THEMSELVES R
SAFE PASSAGE
FROM ANYONE BEAT EVERY
B e ENEMY THEY
WON'T FACE FING...
FAIRLY,
~BECAUSE IF SOME OF e
THOSE TEAMS ARE THEM ALSO
ON THEIR SECOND WANT TO HAVE
OR THIRD ATTEMFTS EXTRA SCROLLS
AT PASSING THE CHUNIN TO OFFER OTHER
EXAMS, THE COLLECTORS TEAMS FROM THEIR
CAN BARTER THE SURPLUS HOME VILLAGES
SCROLLS FOR ADVANGCE WHO MAY NOT
INTELLIGENCE ABOUT HAVE FARED
THE NEXT STAGES A5 WELL
OF THE TEST. -
Y
AND THERE
ARE THOSE WHO
iy AREN'T AFTER
LESS COMPETITION e e
Boeni g { Do
e ot s A WANT TO ELIMINATE




4/ PROBABLY GUESS,
| MOST OF THESE
SHEEWD, RUTHLESS
TEAMS NEVER
MAKE THE
MISTREE...

OF GETTING

COMFLACENT G
ORLETTING |- "
THEIR OWN r

GUARD DOWN.

A THOSE ARE THE

~THAT'S
WHY YOU DIDN'T
JUST TAKE
OFF AFTER
HELFING LS.
YOU'RE
VULNERABLE,




-

GET TOIT!

THENLET

|

HERE'S
WHERE
THE FunN




THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART 4: GRADE-S5CHOOL OBSESSIONS

BY THE MIDOLE OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, MY INTEREST HAD
GROWN TO INCLUDE SCLLFTING AND MODEL-MAKING. INITIALLY,
ANY TIME MY PARENTS WOLUILDN'T BUY ME A TOY | REALLY WANTED,
I'D MAKE IT FOR MYSELF OUT OF CLAY. BUT THAT DIDN'T SATISFY
ME FOR LONG, SO | TURNED TO THE FLASTIC MODELS BASED ON
THE SUNDAM SERIES — GUNPLA (GUNDAM PLASTIC) FOR SHORT,
| GOT SOME FOR A NEW YEAR'S GIFT AND ASSEMBLED THEM IN
AN ABSOLUTE FRENZY. THE NEXT FAD WAS PLAMORAJICON (OR
PLARAJN) -- RADIO-CONTROLLED PLASTIC MODEL VEHICLES — AND
| JUMFED ON THAT PONY AS WELL (IN AMERICA, THESE WERE
CALLED R/C CARS,).
| NAMED MY FLARAJ "THE ELEFHANT,” MWADE AN ELEFPHANT-
SHAFED DECAL OUT OF SHEET FLASTIC, STUCK IT ON, AND RACED
IT... DUE, NO DOUBT, TO THE INFLUENCE OF A FOFULAR MANGA OF
THE TIME CALLED 'RAJICON BOY.” THE PLARAJI | OWNED WAS
BASED ON THE MITSUBISHI FAJERD, BUT IT WASN'T VERY FAST, AND
WAS CONSTANTLY BEING OVERTAKEN BY THE PLARAJIS OF MY
LITTLE BROTHER AND ALL OF MY FRIENDS. THIS ANNOYED ME VERY
MUCH, SC | REMODELED MY FATERC WITH THE "GRASSHOPPER
UPGRADE KIT," WHICH WAS ACTUALLY DESIGNED FOR A DIFFERENT
MODEL ENTIRELY. | MELTED THE FAJERO'S PLASTIC CHASSIS WITH A
SOLDERING IRON ~ NEVER GIVING A THOUGHT TO THE TOXIC FUMES
BEING RELEASED INTO THE UNVENTILATED LITTLE ROOM — AND
WAS ECSTATIC WHEN | SUCCEEDED IN MAKING THE UFGRADE. BUT
MY IDICOTIC ELATION WaS SHORT-LIVED, AS NEW FROBLEMS QUICKLY
UNFOLDED!
BECALISE | HAD FORCIBLY WELDED INCOMPATIBLE PARTS ONTO
MY CAR, THE PAJERO'S BODY NC LONGER FIT WELL ONTO THE
CHASSIS, | WAS TERRIBLY DEFPRESSED OVER THE IRREVERSIBLE
DAMAGE I'D DONE TO MY CAR, WITH THE BODY LEANING OFF THE
CHASSIS AT ABOUT A TEN-DEGREE ANGLE, BUT | INSISTED THAT
APPEARANCE MEANT NOTHING. A PLARAJ| SHOULD BE JUDGED BY
HOW IT PERFORMS, NOT HOW IT LOCKS! BUT WHEN WE RACED
AGAIN, THE OTHERS OUTMATCHED MY POCR LITTLE GAR IN BOTH
SPEED AND AFFEARANCE.
LUNDAUNTED EVEN AFTER GETTING HIT WITH THIS ONE-TWO
COMBINATION OF DISAFFOINTMENTS, | MANAGED TO GET MY
HANDS ON AN INCREDIBLE MOTOR CALLED THE "BLACK MOTOR
ANGELS" AND INSTALLED IT IN THE PAJERL. "I'LL NEVER LOSE AGAIN!"
| SAIG AND FINALLY WON THE RACING VICTORY THAT HAD BEEN MY
HEART'S DESIRE. BUT THE MOTOR WAS S0 POWERFLIL THAT SUD-
DENLY SMOKE BEGAN POURING OUT OF THE CONTROLS. THE
PAJERO WOLULD NEVER ENTER ANOTHER RACE. | KEFT IT ON DISPLAY
IN MY ROOMW, BUT IN MY HEART | WAS DESPONDENT AND FLUILL OF
REGRET ABOUT EVER HAVING TRIED THE GRASSHOFFER LIFGRADE

KIT.
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THE L

YOUNG...!
HEH
HEH

HEH...

NIGHT 15 1"‘&'&'

WONDER
HOW
LONG
THEYLL




OHHH!
HOW LONG
CAN THEY
KEEF
THIS UFP?!

CAN'T HELF
LS!

ﬁ
— .WOULDN'T " We
— BE ABLE e
5 ST DISSIPATE
KNIVES THE
AT US ILLUSIONS
WITHOUT SIMULTANEOUSLY,
US SEEING WHOEVER'S
WHERE CASTING
THEYE THE I'“...

HIDING!




NO JUTSU!

ART OF THE
DOPPELGANGER! i ———




IT WOLULD
SEEM

QUK BEST

COURSE IS
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HEH...
| THIME
HEH HEH... THAT'S
WEVE BEEN ENOUGH,
HOUMNDAING
THEIR PSYCHES
ALL MIGHT!

ITWILL

REMAINS BE AW
IS THEIR SO0N...
BODIES.,.. AGOOD
EASY FREY. TIME FOR

A MHUNT...
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I’
SO GLAD
THERE'S
TIME FOR
ALITTLE
TRASTE OF
Pay BacK!

ONE WHO =
MAIMED MY







HEY GUYS...
YOU'RE
SHOWING
YOUR TAILS...
JUST LIKE
THE DIRTY,
COUBLE-
CROSSING
DEMON-
CRITTERS




FRETTY !
SLICK, EHT YOU W
WERE THINKING
THE SHADOW
COPPELGANGERS
WERE MY WHOLE
ACT..BUT THEY
WEHE JUST A

MNOTHCING |
Wias sinGLE-
HANDEDLY
IMPERSONATING
MY ENTIRE
TEAM!!

~USING ANDWHILE

GENJUTSLU HE I THAT,
TO BEAT WE THREE

YOU AT YOUR SNEAKED UFP

OWN GAME! BEHIND YOLUL.




YOU
EXFENDED
ALL YOUR

MO War!

| WON'T

STAND
AROLUNG
ANDLET

Tou

HAVE ALL
THE FUMN!
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L </YET HESTILL
THAS THE STAMINA
% TO BE ON HIS ==
~  FEET AND =g
. MOVING... EVEN
THOUGH IT'S THE
T MORNING OF
.THE FIFTH Day!

| . Y it

__ OF HIS COMRADES...

> YW &Y

o

.ff.ﬁh_l _":-- .
CREATING ALL THOSE
({DOPPELGANGERS...
AND THEN CAREFLILLY
2 TRANSFORMING — |
JUST THREE CLONES
INTO COUNTERFEITS

)L WAS MONUMENTAL '

L

il / 'L

HE'S
STILL A BOY..
IF HE REALLY
GAINS
MASTERY
OVER THAT
'hl MASSIVE

GOING TO
DEMONSTRATE
OUR OWN
MINJA SKILLS!!

I * TP

HOWEVER,

THAT
DOESN'T
MEan
WE'RE

COMFLETELY [




OF THE
DOPPELGANGER ~
MIST
TECHNIQUE!

" 1"-.__l.--'
THERE'S
( PlI.TI:T'L.H'LFJILEJI?;';I.I—-IT GOTTO 3‘4{?5_'_
THROUGH BEMORE T
THEM UNTIL TOTHEM ~RONAR
| SET TO THE Tﬂng _gl];ug‘_ beromiiiiei] I .
ALERT! BUT...

: : ILLUSIONS...
J‘ﬂ" HEJF'I THEN THERE'S
# I""-vr I JUST ONE

SOLID







THEY'RE
F.'.'-J' AL_L . 5
THIS  FAKE! =1 &
LLusion? STOP!
ILLUSION?! i

: Wk ‘q.c__-_ _—— J_:’}r I '.4-"' 7 EE:. g
\i: . -t % o
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LETTING
YTOUR GUARD
DOWN LIKE




|| HOP g

'If TS A \\

VASTE OF TIME,

BUT

ILLUSIONS THERE ARE NO

REAL BODIES

CAN'T PUNCH | AMONG THEM
AND STAB, \

FORYOU TO




| o
/  ALL THE

[ sHADOW

PPELGANGERS

I'VE GOT IN ME

FOR AWHILE... |

NONE

LEFT...

L1

\

IF | KNEW THAT,

WE WOULDN'T

HAVE TO 6O
THROUGH

I ANY OF THIS!!

THEY SEEM TO
HAVE REACHED
THEIR LIMITS..
HOW
FORTUNATE!




HE'S \
[ Arespy N\ |

" | EXCEECED | »\
ALL | '

7| PROJECTIONS, |

|\ SIR. /f '

/ |
f HEHHEH ..
T ALMOST | ;vE: . nHEEETuL
SOUNDS L RECORD OF
LIKE YOURE [ HIS PROGRESS
ALITTLE BIT THROUGHOUT

EXAm,




:"'{"'ﬁ.

MNOL.
' JUST
CLIRIOUS

1O HEAR

YOLR
OPINION

H
/N
\
\
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