


| went home to visit my parents for
the first time in a long while. The
clouds | saw out the airplane window
were very pleasant and made me
remember that | like clouds.

—Masaski Kishirmoto, 2008

Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college,
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his
next story on traditional Japanese culture, His first version of
MNaruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits;
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan.




NARUTO YOL. 44
The SHONEN JUMP Manga Edition

STORY AND ART BY MASASHI KISHIMOTO

Translation™ari Maorimoto
English Adapration/Deric A, Hughes
Touch-up Art & Lettering/Mark MeMurray
Design/Gerry Serrang
Series Editorfjoel Enos
EditoriMegan Bates

Editar in Chiel, Books!Alvin Lu
Editor in Chief, Magazines/Mare YWeidenbaum
WP, Publishing Licensing/Rika Inouye
VP, Sales & Product Marketing'Gonzalo Ferreyra
VP, Creativel/Linda Espinosa
Publisher/Hyoe Marita

MNARUTO & 1999 by Masashi Kishimoto. All rights reserved. First
published in Japan in 1999 by SHUEISHA Inc., Tokyo. English transkation
rights arranged by SHUEISHA Inc. The stories, characters and incidents

mentioned in this publication are entirely fictional.

Mo portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
or by any means without writtén permission from the copyright holders.

The rights of the authar({s) of the work(s) in this publication to be 3o
identified have been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs
and Patents Act 1988, A CIP catalogue record for this book is avallable

from the British Library.

Printed in the U.S.A,

Published by VIZ Media, LLC
P.O., Box 77010
San Francisco, CA 94107

SHOMEN JUMP Manga Edition
098765432
First printing, April 2009

H o] PARENTAL ADVISORY
u I z MARUTI oy vt T lowr Tieess and 1n recmrnmensded

- L 13 and -] Thut wbiited covitidin Fealts
11 “: "I ”1' o and lamasy valence

ratings.viz.com

AN BB
: qﬁ%‘% rjﬁ

[T |




SHONEN JUMP MANGA EDITION

| SENJUTSL%HEIF\

fTORY. ANDART E\f T

i /=N



.-‘.

ECECUOELaY

Fwscaveo Eth




JS cwapm—cw

Wiy <) papan

THE STORY SO FAR...

Maruto, the biggest troublemaker at the Ninja Academy in the Village of
Konohagakure, finally becomes a ninja along with his classmates Sasuke and Sakura.
They grow and mature through countless trials and battles. However, Sasuke, unable
to give up his quest for vengeance, leaves Konohagakure to seek Orochimaru and
his power...

Two years pass. Naruto and his comrades grow up and head out once more. As
their fierce battles against the Tailed Beast-targeting Akatsuki rage on, Sasuke rebels
against Orochimaru and takes everything from him. Sasuke then gathers new
companions and chases after Itachi. The heroic sibling battle eventually concludes
with ltachi’s grim death. Sasuke may have fulfilled his lifelong goal, but Madara then
tells him the tragic truth about his older brother, ltachi=how he achieved revenge
against the Uchiha clan by allowing Sasuke to defeat him and become Konaha's here,
After discovering ltachi's true motivations, Sasuke renames his team Taka, claiming to
exist for one sole reason: to destroy Konoha!!
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f-

y
FPERHAFS IT\ "

WILL MEAN |
SOMETHING
TO HIW,
SINCE HE

\ LORD

RIGHT

A

R
e g
—=n

“~| WEOUGHT |
TO RELAY
THIS TO

FUKASAKL




WE CAN GO \(
RIGHT NOW
TO HUNT
DOWN NINE
TAILS,

BUT WE
CARE OF

TOOK
HiM,

FOR
UNSTOPFABLE,
ALL-KNOWING
FAIN TO HAVE
HAD THEIR




HAFFENS,
WE WiLL
CAFTURE

NINE TAILS.

FAIN IS
INVINCIBLE

TIME PASSES, AN e ANGUISHED
THE MORE | /7 S\ JIRAIA, KONOHA
LIKELY THEYLL | < = [ | WILL SET THEIR
SET SOME - EYES ON YOU,
FLAN IN T
MOTION...

L e

w20 60
NOW,
BEFOREIT
BECOMES
DIFFICLLT.




GET
THINGS
READY...

-WE'RE
HEADING OUT
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WE OF THE
YOTSUKI
CLAN. WILL

NEVER BETRAY

ONE OF OUR




LET UP,
SUIGETSU, | s

HE'SUNDER |[Fiililiiasrm  Sum
SASUKE'S  [oriiascss ey

ol GENJUTSU

| WAS JUST
GETTING TO
THE FLIM

.'l‘r

Tl

GIVE = r I'
j/i;?? LOCATION. L 2 ]ESJ'




SRS

& / AnY

A DISTIN-
1| euUISHING

..HAS THE
WORDSTEEL |
(#%) mTTOCED &

ON HIS RIGHT
SHOULDER..
AND BULL
HORNS
TRTTOOED...
ON HIS LEFT

CHEEK..
£

b
kL
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WELL,
GEEZER
SAGET!




YET A
COMFPLETELY
LUNRELATED
FAIN KNEW OF A

= B CONVERSATION

THAT THE
RINNEGAN- -
BEARING
NAGATO AND
| SHARED
ALONE.

L NONE GF

"‘\

THOSE 5IX
REMIND ME = N
OF NAGATO.




THESE
CONDITIONS,
ITSSTILL
MIGHTY
DANGEROUS
TA TAKE PAIN

ABLE TO COME
BACK FROM THE
CeEAD.SO |
HESITATE TO
GIVE YA MERE
CONJECTURES.,

MUCH
LONGER?

INVESTIGA-
TIONS

THE OTHER ?@Vw"{*’ I




RUNNING
OUT OF

NEVER
MIND THE
INTERRO-

GATION... '.

h

A

DETALED
| ANALYSES OF
CELLS AND
TISSUES AND
STUCHYING
EXTRACTED
ENZYVWES—IT'S
NOT JUST
DISSECTION!

SO WHAT
SHOULD
WE DO,
LAY
FIFTH...”




| WILL
AVENGE

PERVY

SAGE!

| CANT
JUST SIT
ARDUND

DOING
NOTHING!

ek



N EITHER
VY, YER
DEFINITELY
NOT STRONG
ENOUGH TO
DEFEAT FAIN

HAMMERED

JIRANA-BOY,
IF IT'S OKAY
WIT YO

ITINTO

I'LL TRAIN
YA IN SAGE
JUTSU AT
MOUNT




T MNOW, 1A
]| anTEOT
= A CHANCE
AT ALL. /
- i ! b =
{ 'd \ / “- '
I't VARNIN ¥ ALL |
WMUP  wrighTNow,| | NaRUTO, | | OF Lo \
FER  sacequtsu| | GOGET [ course | | wimiim v
7 TRAININ'IS UN- TSUNADE -
BELIEVABLY ]/ e
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_._--"“-\_

THEN I'M
GOING TO
GIVEIT
my BEST
SHOT
TOO!

I'miIN!

A BE-
QUEATHED -
STUDENT... 5

| THE M

EHILD' o
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ALREADY?
NG, FOOL,
| YAFOOL!
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RIGHT!

LETS




IT TAKES A
MONTHTO
GET THERE

ON FOOT.

WVE ALREADY
SIGNED A BINDING
CONTRACT WITH




GOOD LUCK
ON YOUR
END TOO.













YOU'RE HERE
BECALISE |
SUMMONED
YOU.




THE FIRST
THING | AW\
GONNA TEACH

~I5THE
DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN
NINJUTSU N
SAGE JUTELL




b

4

~AGE

JUTSU
INVOLVES
TAKING IN
OUTSIDE
ENERGY
FORYER
USE,

BUT ONE
FERFORMS
NINJUTSU BY
MANIFLILATIN
CHAKRA
CREATED
FROM MIXing
OMNE'S MENTAL
MW PHYSICAL
ENERGIES,

¥ OFPOSED
TO NINJUTSU,
WHERE
UTILIZE
YER OWN
INTERMNAL
ENERGY...

JUTSU?

SAGE || |
¥l

M.

¥ BELIEVE
Y YOU KNOW
THIS

{Arm: Sage) (Lig

' EVEN YER
TAIJUTSU
GETTIN'A

REAL FOWER

BOOST.

N THAT
LEADS TO
ALL YER
NINTJUTSU,
GENJUTSU

N ADDIN
TOIT
NATURE
ENERGY
FROM THE
OUTSIDE...

>

~RESULTIN
IN AN EVEN
MORE
FPOWERFLL
CHAKRA,

DoYou | SiDE
MEAN? | ?
f‘:‘, v r'__""
‘*T-_.___. s

: Mental) (Dark: Physical) (Darker: Nature)

|
SAGE JUuTSU
INVOLVES TAKIN
THAT INTERMNALLY
GENERATED
CHAKPA...




JUTSU BORN
FROM THE
CHAKRA
CREATED BY
THESE THREE
ENERGIES

PHYSICAL
ENERGY
FROM
INSIDE
YOU...

ENERGY N' \

CONFUSIN'
HIM MORE,
GAMAKICHI!

ADDIN' MINT
FLAVORTO A
SWIRLED
CHOCOLATE N
VANILLA SOFT
SERVE MAKES
IT EVEN MORE
DELICIOUS,

SO WHAT'S
THIS NATURE
ENERGY
THING 7




[ ENERGY THAT \
1S EXTERNAL {

TO ¥A...THE

ENERGY THAT |

| EXISTS IN THE

| ATMOSPHERE N' |

. 1.-:; #1 o :I
i :‘ |I_
E J = 4 _.,a-"-
¢ [ P g
r |
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THIS..IS
THE POWER
OF NATURE

ENERGY-

ENHANCED |
SAGE JUTsU. [
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| wELL oF \ Y s-BUT)
.NOR ABLE | COURSE NOT. ~EXCEPT Lol | oonT
TO TAKE RIGHT NOW, THATYOU ||~ THINK |
ANY INTO YOU'RE NOT YET WOVE ASIGN |11
AT THE ’ -
BEGINNING. [\~ .|
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K

I:'; / g _-”f
I & -
OR, ARE HEY, THAT'S
rEILTLGHD ARE YOU
JINCHURIKI, // LORD EIGHT
SIR? EH... TAILS, SIR?

ARE YOU
EIGHT TAILS
JINCHURIKI 7
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¥

MY LINE,
FOOLS!

YALL

I'Min DA
MIDST O'MY

FHIWEZ
AN NOW |

ON MY TIME,
GOTTASFIT

IZ BUSTIN'IN

137



1N g y \m
_ ___ i f .
_ K | .. J um\-x. +L-__..
£ = \ -/ A/







GAMAKICHI,
WHAT'S WITH
THE DYINF
THAT S TOO

ILL
EXFLAINIT
STEFWISE.

JusT M
T LISTEN TIL " 3
¥ THE END. -
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-5 TO BECOME
.ﬁE-LE TO SENSE
ITATTRACT IT N
ABSORB IT
THROUGH YER
SKIN,

s

TO TAKE
NATURE
ENERGY
INTO
ONESELF...

I
ADOITION,
By
BECOMIN'
ONEWITH e
MATURE...

CONTROL
OVER NATURE

ENERGY
ENTERIN' N
LEAVIN'YER
800,

FRACTICALLY
SPEAKIN,
IN TERMS

OF YER

TRAININ,..




50
BASICALLY...
| HAWE TO
BE STILL?

«WHEN WE STOF
OUR OWN OUR
MOVEMENTS W'
SYNCHRONIZE

OURSELVES WITH
THE FLOW OF
NATURE.

il ¥ : I' ;,T,I,
;{: 'III -"'/.‘. /h

\[T) 'I % _?-

\ :.f.




;
/m|5|5\ ' ;
PRETTY L | :

ITS NOT

INSTINC-

HIGH- TUAL...
LEVEL THIS

STUFF. TRAININ'

THE \

I'VE DONE
ALL SORTS HARDEST
OF TRAINING... THING FOR
LEAFPING, AN ANIMAL
p RUNNING, TODO IS
DV MANIPULATING TO BE
ABSOLUTELY
STILL.

HEH..

WELL IT'S
NOT THAT
THERE ISNT,

THERE
ISNT A
SHORT-
CUT OR
SOME-
THING?

TOU KNOW
WE DONT
GOTALOT
OF TIME!
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40}

HEY, | WHOA!

THINK THAT'S | |,

| FEEL userFuL! | [
SOME- —
THING... "

AV o - N

A,

IT
HELFS
WITH

TRAININ',

THIS TOAD
OIL HAS THE
PROFERTY OF
ATTRACTIN'
NATURE

«TOULL
GAIN THE
ABILITY TO
SENSE
NATURE
ENERGY,

WHER-
EVER YA
RUB THIS

LUSINGT
IS NOT
WITHOUT

RISKS,

N
ALTHOUGH
YOULL

EVENTUALLY
BE ABLE

TO DO
WITHOUT
IT..




IFA
NEOPHYTE
WHO CANNOT
CONTROL
NATURE
ENERGY USES
IT, THEY START
TRANSFORMIN
INTO A FROG.







“IFRDONT
MANIPLILATE
THOSE THREE
TOGETHER
CAREFULLY, YA
CAN'T PRODUCE
SAGE JUTSU
CHAKRA!

=
.. ,'_Jl.. LA

«..BUT THEN Al
TO COMBINE "’%"Nﬁg“ﬁ%
NATURE |5 : 3
enerer L O A%
HARMON- '
IOUSLY FROM
OUTSICE IS
THE DIFFICULT RN

-

IT'S EASY FOR
¥A TO BALANCE
MENTAL ENERGY
N' PHYSICAL
ENERGY
BECAUSE
YOURE USED TO

DOIN'IT FOR
REGULAR
NINJUTSU

CHAKRA...

~NATURE
ENERGY WILL
OVERWHELM A
AND TURN YA
INTO A FROG.

7
( N YET, IF YA uﬁ}@ﬁﬁ/‘} FﬁIL
TAKE IN TOO R -
MUCH... -—
y (S [l

TAKE IN TOO
LITTLE, N' Y&
WONTGET

SAGE JUTSU
CHAKEA,
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BUT GET
BEYOND A
CERTAIN
AMOUNT...

B

«AND
TOULL
NEVER
REVERT
BACK TO
HUMAN
AGAIN,

-

IF & OnLY
TAKE IN A
LITTLE TOO
MUCH, IT'S
REVERSIBLE

A
i

I|I".I ;r‘-!D M II'I
% ———— ¥a TURN INTO A |
! STATUES FROG, THEN YA siagil
AROUND US FROGRESS el
(1 Q= iy FURTHER ABOUT YA
R TOWARD HiNTo L
" WHOVE F'EHJ'!WJENTLT CIE IS THAT
L FAILED. CECOMIN YA MIGHT
STOP BEIN
HLIWAR,
P
2 b = .._.I' 2 % ::
< A &




WELL...
TOO MUCH...

DON'T FRET

ILL BE RIGHT
AT YER SI0DE,

IF ¥4 START
TRANSFORMIN

I'LL BEAT A
THOROUGHLY TO
REVERSE IT.

AND HE WAS
ONE OF THE
BEST ATIT.

WHEN HE
MANIPULATED
SAGE JUTSU
#1  CHAKRA, JIRAIA-
.| BOYALWAYS
ACQUIRED
SOME FROG
FEATURES.

'l

~EVEN JIRAIA-
BOY WASN'T
ABLE TO
COMPLETELY
MASTER THIS.

SPEAKIN
TRUTH-
FULLY...
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NOT THAT |

THINK YD

BALK NOW,
THIS LATE IN

<

-BUT LET
ME ASK A
LAST TIME...







UNINTELLIGIBLE WP WITH
OAF GOT THE THIS
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<l

IN ORDER Y X

HAVE TO FIGHT
TO OBTAIN :
POWER AS SUCH A WEIRD

FHTAING

|
GUICKLY AS FELLOW




EITHER WAy,
WE'RE THE
ONES WHO ARE
GOING TO USE
THE AKATSLUK],
NOT THE OTHER

WY AROUND,
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OKAY LET'S
HURRY UF AND
SHUT UP THIS
WITLESS FAIN

]

Y '{I 1% ] :Ilf

HE'S
GOT AB-
SOLUTELY
ZERD
PRAFFING

TALENT!

| AMNOT
WITLESS,
YOI GOT
CHARMIN'
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READ
THIS<<
WAY

«




THISGUY'S |
useoTo |
HANDLING [
BLADES...
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YO,FIRSTIMA'| |~
GONNA FLOAT
N FLY.. LIKE A
BUTTAFLY
My
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HERE!
HURRY UP
AND BITE




i

AT T L
h 'El‘!'
y

(e SASUKE
.. i THE L]
3 YO e Ve 1 OF USWILL
1 | canPrOBABLY %
] TRKE HIM DOWN RKE CARE
Ei—| WITHOUT QUITE
P | KLLiNG HIm.
. _':|~ <]
bt WE SHOULD
P | &0 AT HIM AS
Sl IF WE ARE
TRYING TO
DESTROY HIM,
INSTEAD OF

NOT!

iT SEEMS BY
STREAMING
RAITOM
THROUGH HIS
BOOY TO
DEFLECT My
ATTACKS, HE
AVOHIDED
MORTAL
INTLIRY,







wedAaH!
TOMORROW,
I'M GOING TO
BE BRUISED
AND BLEEDING
ON THE INSICE.

LY WHILE ITIS
IATEVER
LIF AN WHA
TRANS- DOFFELGANGERS
FORMS EXFERIENCE
INTO A FEVERTS

FROG, BACK TO THE




"M NOT THIS AINT NO
',_-.,ﬂémm WHACK-A-MOLE

LAST DOIN' GAME! YOURE

THIS! | supPosEC TO

BE TRAININ'

MY FACE

UFP FROM
YOUR

I'm
TURNING
INTO A

IS PUFFED b J-

BEATINGS, |.
NOT CUZ
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&g

EITcan

| NEVER
T MAKE ME AS ONLY THROUGH THOUGHT
i~ 401 STRONG AS | || PERSEVERANCE TRYING TO LIVH..
Wy | PERVY SAGE, KNOW. SHALL TRUE SENSE NATURE OWIAL..
SN LpuTuP STRENGTHEE | | eneRGY WOLLD
i-r' v A

g i CAINED: BE THISHARD... / - "\ __

THING!

YOU COULD
SAYITS NOT
OnLY EVERYBODY
FPOSSIBLE CAN MASTER

THIS

LUNLESS

’ = s ALREADY
: ) FPOSSESS
g THAT'S HOW ENCRMOLIS
. m ' INCREDIBLE CHAKRA
- ‘* NATURE INSIDE
[ Py 3 L r*,_{.& ENERGY IS, ...

ENERGY
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